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EXPLANATION  OF  FRONT  COVER 


When  we  started  this  little  history  we  wondered  what  type  of 
illustration  should  be  placed  on  the  front  cover  to  be  most  ex¬ 
pressive  of  Early  Hampden.  As  soon,  hoivever,  as  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Thomas  of  Chicopee  Falls  loaned  us  a  panoramic  picture 
of  Hampden  Village  taken  more  than  60  years  ago  from  the 
hillside  back  of  the  present  home  of  Mrs.  Beatrice  (Tait) 
Henrich,  we  knew  that  our  quest  was  at  an  end.  This  photo¬ 
graph  seemed  particularly  appropriate  as  it  showed  the  Scantic 
River,  the  encircling  hills,  a  meeting  house,  certain  industries, 
and  even  the  Old  Cemetery  dating  from  1733  in  the  distance. 

In  the  center  f  oreground  may  be  seen  the  Baptist  Church 
with  its  beautiful  spire  and  the  grocery  store  in  the  vestry. 
Across  the  road  we  notice  Marcus  Beebe’s  plough  and  wheel¬ 
barrow  factory  with  the  blacksmith  shop  in  the  rear  building 
and  the  woodworking  department  in  the  one  on  Main  Street. 
Continuing  west  we  see  the  Soap  House  and  Wool  Storage 
House  for  the  Lacousic  Woolen  Company  ( now  the  Ackerman 
house  and  barn).  The  mill  pond  where  the  youth  of  our  town 
enjoyed  skating  in  the  winter  is  also  shown.  The  location  at 
the  right  where  the  Lacousic  mill  itself  stood  was  not  in  the 
focus  of  the  camera  and  we  do  not  know  ivhether  it  had  burned 
before  the  picture  was  taken.  The  original  photograph  extend¬ 
ed  east  to  include  the  belfry  of  the  Congregational  Church  but 
the  space  on  our  front  cover  was  not  large  enough  to  enable 
the  entire  picture  to  be  shown. 
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a  dedication 

This  book  is  respectfully  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the  following 
people: 

Rev.  Charles  Bemis  Bliss,  Ph.D.,  pastor  of  the  Hampden  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  from  1903—1913,  whose  addresses  at  anniversary  obser¬ 
vances  of  the  church  and  other  data  collected  by  him,  have  added  to 
the  value  of  this  book. 

John  B.  Iskam,  who  was  for  many  years  deacon,  church  school  super¬ 
intendent,  moderator,  and  director  of  this  church,  and  whose  friendly 
smile  and  warm  handclasp  are  greatly  missed. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Isham,  who  was  for  40  years  church  historian,  teacher 
in  the  church  school  for  a  long  period,  and  who  carried  on  the  historical 
work  started  by  Dr.  Bliss,  and  whose  many  letters  giving  historical  data 
to  the  writer  during  the  last  few  years  have  been  an  inspiration. 
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HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 


In  the  late  1600’s  the  town  of  Springfield  included  what  is  now  the  city 
by  the  same  name  and  14  other  towns  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
including  what  is  now  the  town  of  Hampden. 

This  territory  was  not  all  inhabited  and  part  of  it  had  not  even 
been  appropriated  to  the  citizens  of  Springfield.  This  unappropriated 
land,  a  part  of  which  lay  on  the  east  and  a  part  on  the  west  of  the 
Connecticut  River  was  known  as  the  Outward  Commons. 

When  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Royal  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
threatened  to  take  away  the  charter  of  the  colony,  the  inhabitants  of 
Springfield  voted  at  a  town  meeting  in  1685  to  make  the  said  land  the 
property  of  its  123  legal  citizens  so  that  these  commons  would  not  revert 
to  the  King  of  England. 

A  certain  amount  of  land  was  reserved  for  the  ministry  and  schools 
and  the  rest  was  divided  into  five  sections  with  the  head  of  each  family 
receiving  some  part  of  all  five  sections,  the  proportion  being  reckoned 
according  to  the  value  of  his  estate  and  the  number  of  his  male  children. 

It  was  discovered  sometime  after  Roger  Newbury  surveyed  the  Out¬ 
ward  Commons  in  1729  that  only  sixteen  feet  had  been  allowed  to  the 
rod  so  that  on  the  south  side  of  the  3rd  Division  there  remained,  unap¬ 
propriated,  a  strip  of  land  62  rods  wide  and  four  miles  long.  This  received 
the  name  of  the  "overplus  land.” 

What  now  comprises  most  of  the  town  of  Hampden  consists  of 
Lots  24  to  125  of  the  3rd  Division  of  the  Outward  Commons  on  the 
East  Side  of  the  Great  (Connecticut)  River,  and  the  Overplus  Land  and 
the  District  of  Wales,  the  latter  being  a  strip  bordering  the  Connecticut 
state  line  of  which  more  will  be  written  in  a  later  paragraph. 

The  125  lots  (including  one  each  for  the  Ministry  and  School)  all 
started  at  the  Monson  Line  and  proceeded  west  four  miles.  The  width  of 
the  lot  varied  according  to  the  wealth  of  the  person  receiving  it.  The 
Col.  Pynchon  Lot  was  approximately  2200  feet  wide,  whereas  the  John 
Barber  Lot  was  only  about  1 1  feet  wide.  Obviously  a  farm  1 1  feet  wide 
and  4  miles  long  was  worthless  for  all  practical  purposes,  as  a  man  could 
not  turn  his  ox  cart  around  without  trespassing  on  his  neighbor’s  land,  ; 
much  less  build  a  house.  This  is  the  reason  for  the  many  early  land  transfers. 


Many  of  our  residents  have  enjoyed  ascertaining  the  number  of 
the  lot  on  which  their  house  was  built  and  tracing  ownership  of  their 
property  back  to  the  original  grant  made  in  accordance  with  that  town 
meeting  of  1685.  The  results  of  their  labors  have  been  incorporated  in 
this  text  and  we  are  grateful  for  their  efforts. 

We  find  from  the  "Land  Abstracts  from  Early  Records  of  Spring- 
field”  in  the  basement  of  the  Hampden  County  Registry  of  Deeds  that 
three  roads  were  accepted  in  1740  which  came  down  from  the  Old  Bay 
Path  near  the  Chicopee  River  in  North  Wilbraham  through  what  is  now 
Hampden  and  went  south  to  the  Connecticut  line. 

The  West  Road  was  our  present  Wilbraham-Somers  Road  on 
the  west  side  of  the  mountain.  The  East  Road  was  evidently  what  is 
now  known  as  Glendale  Road,  Cross  Road,  Scantic  Road  and  Rocky 
Dundee  Road. 

The  Middle  or  Ridge  Road  followed  the  top  of  the  mountain  and 
probably  came  down  the  full  length  of  our  present  North  Road  and  went 
up  South  Road  to  the  Connecticut  line.  However,  as  soon  as  settlers 
arrived  in  town  they  decided  the  section  of  North  Road  from  the  Melville 
to  E.  N.  Davis  properties  was  inconvenient  and  so  in  1743  this  section 
was  discontinued  and  our  present  Mountain  Road  substituted  "it  being 
a  more  direct  and  shorter  road!’  By  looking  at  a  map  we  notice  that  it 
would  be  a  much  nearer  route  to  the  old  church  on  Wigwam  Hill  for 
residents  of  the  South  Parish  than  the  one  laid  out  in  1740,  and  this  is 
probably  why  the  change  was  made.  Since  both  routes  were  called  the 
Middle  Road  in  some  instances  it  has  been  hard  when  looking  up  old 
deeds  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  to  know  which  road  was  meant. 
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SOMERS  ROAD 


Alton  Gregory.  Earlier  writers  of  Hampden  History  have  felt  that 
when  Stephen  Stebbins  in  1741  rode  his  horse  out  from  Longmeadow 
to  clear  this  beautiful  spot  beside  the  Scantic  River  the  house  that  he 
built  was  the  first  building  in  the  South  Parish  of  Wilbraham.  However, 
the  late  Atty.  Charles  S.  Ballard  during  his  many  hours  of  pouring  over 
the  records  in  the  Hampden  County  Registry  of  Deeds,  discovered  that 
there  must  have  been  at  least  two  houses  here  when  Mr.  Stebbins  arrived, 
one  on  Lot  #81  on  or  near  the  Daniel  Isham  or  Asa  Isham  farms  and 
the  other  on  what  is  now  the  Attleton  Farm,  both  on  Wilbraham  Road. 
Lot  #81  was  sold  by  Edward  Pynchon  to  William  Pynchon  on  March  18, 
1740  or  1741  with  house  and  barn  thereon.  (The  question  of  the  date 
of  1740  or  1741  arises  from  the  acceptance  of  the  new  Gregorian  Calendar 
in  New  England  in  1752).  Mr.  Ballard  also  found  that  the  Hitchcock 
Family  sold  a  house  on  what  is  now  the  Attleton  Farm  which  must  have 
been  built  previous  to  1742.  (We  will  learn  more  about  these  original 
houses  on  the  Isham  and  Attleton  properties  in  the  section  on  Wilbraham 
Road.)  It  does  seem  strange,  however,  that  Rev.  Rufus  P.  Stebbins,  who 
was  born  in  a  house  standing  on  the  present  Gregory  Lot  made  no 
mention  of  either  of  these  residences  when  writing  his  History  of  Wil¬ 
braham  in  1863  and  called  Stephen  Stebbins,  his  ancestor,  the  first  settler 
of  Hampden. 

The  Stephen  Stebbins  house  which  was  built  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Gregory  house  stood  here  until  about  1772  when  it  was  moved 
across  the  corner  and  used  as  a  barn  behind  the  house  now  owned  by 
Arthur  Barber  on  the  Old  Allen  House  property. 


Home  of  the  Alton  Gregory’s  as  it  looked  in  1900 
with  Mrs.  Grace  (Pease)  Carew  on  the  porch. 


Mrs.  Robert  S.  Pease  of  Scantic  Road,  whose  late  husband  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  Stephen  Stebbins,  has  the  original  deed  covering  the 
transfer  of  this  property  from  Mr.  Stebbins’  heirs  to  one  of  their  brothers, 
Zadock  Stebbins. 

Some  of  the  Stebbins  family  must  have  built  a  new  house  on  the 
property  after  the  old  one  was  moved  off,  since  Rev.  Rufus  P.  Stebbins, 
D.D.,  Stephen’s  great-grandson,  was  born  here  in  1810.  Dr.  Stebbins  was 
one  of  Hampden’s  most  illustrious  sons  and  became  president  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Society  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  in  this  country.  His  first  position  was  teaching  in  the  old  Robert 
Sessions  District  School  which  used  to  stand  on  Wilbraham  Road  near 
the  Bliss  Fruit  Farm. 

The  Stebbins  family  placed  a  dam  across  the  river  east  of  Somers 
Road  and  built  a  saw  mill  and  a  grist  mill  which  they  operated  until 
Milton  Stebbins  sold  the  property  to  Isaac  Leach  in  1851. 

Next  in  line  of  ownership  came  Sam  Hubbard  who  bought  the 
house  in  1859  and  afterwards  sold  to  Orville  Pease.  The  farm  then  passed 
to  the  latter’s  son,  Mortimer  Pease,  a  Civil  War  veteran,  whose  diary  of 
his  experiences  in  that  war  is  now  in  the  Hampden  Library.  Orville  Pease 
and  Mortimer  Pease  operated  a  shoddy  mill  in  the  area  at  one  time. 
Durrell  O.  Pease,  son  of  Mortimer,  was  quite  a  noted  inventor  of  machin¬ 
ery  and  lived  in  England  for  a  period.  Mrs.  Grace  (Pease)  Carew  was 
the  last  member  of  the  family  to  own  the  house,  which  was  acquired  by 
Mr.  Gregory  in  1953. 
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>eter  Sicbaldi  —  The  Hampden  Nursery  Co.  The  beautiful  outside 
ines  and  large  central  chimney  of  this  well-kept  old  home  would  indicate 
i  building  date  of  about  1800,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  find  the  exact 
date.  We  do  know  that  Josiah  Leonard  received  the  original  grant  of 
and  and  that  in  1749  he  sold  it  to  Lewis  Langdon,  who  in  turn  sold  to 
Aaron  Stebbins,  in  1750.  Aaron  built  one  of  the  first  houses  in  Hampden 
shortly  after  that  date  and  members  of  the  family  lived  here  for  over  100 
pears.  Probably  some  later  Stebbins  built  the  present  house.  In  1861,  a 
Rev.  Gilbert  Rockwood,  retired  minister,  bought  the  property  from  John 
C.  Stebbins,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Edward  Wall  in  1875. 

Next  came  his  son,  Patrick  E.  Wall,  who  was  Chairman  of  Select¬ 
men  for  a  period  and  Superintendent  of  Lacousic  Woolen  Mills.  Then 
the  latter’s  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  (Wall)  Haley  and  family  lived  here  until 
the  Sicbaldi  family  purchased  it  in  1936.  In  carrying  on  a  nursery  busi¬ 
ness,  Mr.  Sicbaldi  has  beautified  the  grounds  and  helped  much  to  make 
(the  West  Side  an  attractive  place  in  which  to  live. 

Arthur  P.  Barber  —  Old  Allen  House  ( Corner  of  Main  Street).  Some 
feel  that  perhaps  this  is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  town,  while  others 
are  of  the  opinion  it  is  not  the  original.  Lewis  Langdon  is  supposed  to 
have  built  a  house  here  previous  to  1750.  He  built  the  first  saw  mill  in 
town  in  that  year.  Col.  John  McCray  ran  a  tavern  here  in  1850  and  the 
■corner  was  then  called  McCray  Corner  and  the  school  across  the  way  was 
called  the  McCray  Corner  School.  Afterwards,  Pliny  Allen  conducted  the 
tavern  and  called  it  the  Allen  House.  Norman  Canedy  bought  from 
ithe  Allen’s  and  owned  the  corner  for  many  years.  He  sold  to  Clement 
Duchesne  in  1942  who  in  turn  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Melvin. 
The  present  owners  bought  the  house  from  the  Melvin  family  in  1952. 

Helge  Johnson  —  Walnut  Grove  Rest  Home.  About  1861,  Judson 
and  Anna  Leonard  built  this  house  which  was  one  of  the  show  places  of 
Hampden  for  many  years.  The  Leonard  family  operated  the  large  Scantic 
mill  on  the  West  Side  and  had  considerable  wealth,  having  given  the 
Leonard  Memorial  Medical  School  to  Shaw  University,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
They  were  also  large  contributors  to  the  local  Baptist  Church.  Harry  G. 
Stoddard,  one  of  Worcester’s  most  prominent  business  executives  and 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Thomas  of  Chicopee  Falls,  were  relatives  of 
the  Leonard  family  and  spent  a  portion  of  their  youth  here.  The  property 
was  sold  to  A.  H.  Newman  in  1915  and  to  Helge  Johnson  in  1945.  Both 
the  Newman  and  Johnson  families  have  conducted  rest  homes  in  this 
house. 


Mr.  and  Airs. 
Peter  Sicbaldi’s 
home. 


The  Allen  House 
corner  about  1900 
showing  the  secom  ;! 
West  Side  School 
on  the  left  and 
the  Allen  House 
on  the  right. 
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The  Walnut  Grove 
Rest  Home  as  it 
looked  when 
Judson  Leonard 
lived  here. 
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Walter  Labodycz  and  Harold  Harlow.  When  in  1685  the  Outward 
i  Commons  were  divided  among  the  residents  of  the  town  of  Springfield, 
;  Henry  Chapin  drew  Lot  #112.  He  was  the  son  of  Deacon  Samuel  Chapin 
whose  world-famous  monument  known  as  the  "Puritan”  by  Augustus 
St.  Gaudens  stands  beside  the  Springfield  Library.  Henry  left  the  lot  to 
his  grandson  Abner  and  the  latter  settled  here  about  1747—48,  building 
his  house  where  the  brick  garage  now  stands.  Abner  afterwards  bought 
half  of  Lots  #113  and  #114  and  later  part  of  Lots  #110  and  #111. 
By  1769  he  had  a  good  sized  farm  extending  from  the  east  end  of  the 
Inward  Commons  to  the  top  of  West  Mountain,  back  of  the  Harlow  house. 
The  farm  passed  from  Abner  to  his  son,  Samuel,  in  1784.  The  latter  built 
the  barn  which  still  stands  behind  the  Harlow  house  and  which  is  now 
the  residence  of  Dr.  Kenneth  Winetrout  who  purchased  it  in  1956.  A 
beam  was  found  in  this  barn  branded  1791  or  1799,  the  last  number 
being  indistinct. 

When  Samuel  died  in  1837,  the  farm  was  split  between  his  two 
sons,  Silas,  who  received  the  portion  on  the  west  side  of  Somers  Road 
and  Ralph  Sumner,  who  inherited  that  on  the  east  side.  Silas  built  the 
present  Labodycz  house  and  lived  therein  until  he  died,  when  it  fell  to 
his  son,  the  late  George  A.  Chapin.  In  1944,  the  latter  sold  his  farm  to 
Mr.  Labodycz  and  retained  the  house  at  the  corner  of  Somers  and  Mill 
Roads  where  his  daughter  now  resides.  Thus  various  members  of  the 
Chapin  family  have  owned  this  corner  continuously  since  1685,  when 
the  Indians  probably  still  paddled  up  and  down  the  Scantic  River  in 
their  canoes. 

Ralph  Sumner  Chapin  built  the  Harlow  house,  probably  about 
1840,  as  he  was  married  that  year  and  the  factory-made  nails  used  therein 
would  seem  to  be  of  that  period.  In  1895,  this  portion  of  the  farm  passed 
from  the  Chapin  family  and  William  Leach,  father  of  Mrs.  D.  L.  McCray, 
owned  this  property  in  the  early  1900’s.  The  Charles  F.  Medicke  family 
lived  here  for  a  considerable  time  selling  to  Lawrence  Sullivan  in  1946. 
The  Harlows  bought  the  property  in  1950. 

Mrs.  George  Chapin  kindly  loaned  us  one  of  the  original  deeds 
for  this  property  covering  transfer  of  a  section  of  the  present  Labodycz 
Farm  from  Moses  Burt  and  Caleb  Stebbins  to  Abner  Chapin.  It  was  made 
out  the  "twentieth  day  of  April  anno  Domini  1751  and  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign.”  It  carries  the  heading  of  "Town  of 
Springfield,  County  of  Hampshire,  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
in  New  England.”  One  parcel  started  at  the  "Summers”  line  which  was 
then  farther  north  than  it  is  now  and  the  other  made  reference  to  the 
"Schantick”  River  as  a  boundry.  This  deed  was  made  out  while  Hampden 
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was  still  a  part  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  before  the  United  States  of 
America  existed.  We  belonged  to  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
were  still  a  part  of  the  county  of  Hampshire.  Hampden  County  had  not 
yet  been  established.  The  "His  Majesty"  referred  to  was  King  George  II 
of  England  of  the  House  of  Hanover  who  reigned  from  1727  to  1760. 
The  document  carries  the  signatures,  as  registrars  of  deeds,  of  William 
Pynchon  and  Edward  Pynchon,  descendants  of  the  founder  of  Springfield. 
Perhaps  the  signature  of  this  "Edward”  is  the  signature  of  the  man  who 
built  the  first  house  in  Hampden.  (For  further  information  relative  there¬ 
to  see  the  parapraphs  on  the  Isham  Farms  on  Wilbraham  Road.) 
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August  Sundgren  Block.  This  apartment  building  was  built  by  the 
I  owners  of  the  Scantic  Woolen  Mill,  which  used  to  stand  somewhat  to 
I  the  east,  to  house  some  of  their  employees.  The  mill  was  erected  in  1865 
|  and  the  apartment  house  was  built  some  time  thereafter,  when  the  mill 
I  was  owned  by  Luther  Sage  or  Judson  Leonard.  In  1877,  the  block  was 
I  owned  by  Kenworthy  Brothers,  who  operated  a  blanket  factory  in  the 
]  mill.  Later  owners  of  the  house  have  been:  Eugene  Redden,  Fred  J.  Ken- 
|  worthy,  Nelson  E.  Pease  and  Willie  M.  Pease,  on  whose  death  Mr.  Sund- 
I  gren  purchased  the  property  in  1950. 

m  Ben  F.  Libby.  This  house  was  built  by  Judson  Leonard  some  time 
previous  to  1870.  It  was  occupied  for  a  period  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
I  Sheldon  who  were  relatives  of  the  Leonard  family.  The  Robert  Kenworthy 
I  family  were  the  next  owners  and  they  probably  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

William  E.  Kendall  who  lived  here  in  the  early  part  of  the  century.  The 
I  Libby  family  bought  the  house  in  1922. 

Clifford  M.  Hall.  This  fine  old  home  is  located  on  Lot  #119,  the  first 
lot  owner  of  record  being  a  Mr.  Holyoke.  The  title  subsequently  passed 
to  his  son,  John  Holyoke,  one  of  colonial  Springfield’s  most  prominent 
citizens  and  for  whom  both  the  City  of  Holyoke  and  Mt.  Holyoke  were 
named.  In  1712  Mr.  Holyoke  sold  the  lot  to  Thomas  Stebbins  and  in 
1749  Hannah  (Stebbins)  Williston  transferred  the  westerly  half  of  the 
lot  to  John  Bliss,  who  had  already  purchased  Lots  #115,  #117  and 
j  #118,  and  had  inherited  Lot  #116. 

After  acquiring  Lot  #119  John  Bliss  built  on  it  a  small  house  with 
attached  sheds.  This  original  dwelling  with  its  large  fire  place  and  brick 
i  oven  is  now  the  ell  of  the  present  house.  In  1763  he  sold  the  property 
;  to  his  son,  John  Bliss,  2nd,  who  later  became  Col.  John  Bliss,  one  of 

i  Beautifully  restored  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Ai.  Hall. 


Hampden’s  most  illustrious  sons.  In  1777  Col.  Bliss  sold  a  portion  of  the 
farm  to  Capt.  Paul  Langdon.  Capt.  Paul  then  built  the  main  part  of  the 
house  for  his  son  who  lived  on  the  property  and  farmed  the  land  for 
many  years.  The  farm  remained  in  the  Langdon  family  until  1855  when 
Harlow  Langdon  sold  it  to  Lathrop  Chaffee. 

Other  owners  of  the  property  have  been  Luke  Pease  (1860—1898); 
Alpheus  Peck  (1898);  John  Fowler  (1898—1932);  August  Enslin  (1932— 
37;  Arthur  F.  Peaslee;  and  the  Hall  family  who  have  lived  here  since  1938. 

This  beautifully  restored  home  combines  the  best  features  of  one 
of  our  earliest  houses  with  all  the  modern  conveniences  which  make  for 
gracious  living.  The  restoration  work  was  done  by  an  expert  in  the  field. 

Mrs.  Hall  spent  many  hours  looking  up  the  Langdon  family  and 
properties  for  us,  including  the  elusive  Pynchon  House  on  Wilbraham 
Road  in  which  Lieut.  Paul  Langdon  first  lived  when  he  came  to  town. 
We  are  also  indebted  to  her  for  the  article  in  the  rear  of  this  book  on 
the  Langdon  Grandfather’s  Clock. 

The  Lester  Kibbe  Farms  —  The  Langdon  Farms.  In  1741  Lt.  Paul 
Langdon  came  to  Hampden  from  Upton  and  interesting  details  of  the 
trip  have  been  incorporated  in  the  article  on  the  Langdon  Grandfather’s 
Clock  in  the  rear  of  this  book.  On  September  17th  of  that  year  he  bought 
the  Pynchon  Lot  #81,  about  which  additional  data  is  given  in  the  section 
on  Wilbraham  Road. 

Mr.  Langdon  evidently  lived  in  the  house  built  by  the  Pynchon 
family  but  had  his  eye  on  the  fertile  fields  of  the  overplus  land,  on  Somers 
Road,  part  of  which  is  now  owned  by  Lester  Kibbe.  Between  1741  and 
1743  he  spent  his  time  operating  his  farm  on  or  near  the  present  Isham 
property,  building  the  ell  of  the  Lester  Kibbe  house,  and  purchasing  the 
overplus  land  from  the  125  owners.  The  latter  must  have  been  a  difficult 
task  since  the  owners  all  lived  in  Springfield  and  their  signatures  had  to 
be  received  and  payment  made  for  relinquishing  their  share.  Would  you 
care  to  buy  a  farm  from  125  different  people? 

By  1743  Lieut.  Langdon  had  succeeded  in  buying  the  Somers  Road 
property  and  was  living  in  his  new  house  and  that  year  he  sold  back  to 
the  Pynchon  family  Lot  #81  on  which  he  originally  lived.  Mr.  Langdon 
kept  a  record  book  or  journal  and  one  of  his  entries  in  old  style  English 
reads  as  follows:  "1745.  What  wheat  has  been  thrached  and  yoused  and 
sold  this  being  a  memorandum  of  wheat  reased  in  ye  year  1745  on  my 
nue  field  (in  Wilbraham)  102 fh  bushels.”  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
wheat  was  raised  in  our  town  in  those  early  days. 

The  amount  of  wood  consumed  by  the  early  inhabitants  gave  an 
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Red  brick  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Kibbe.  The  ell  of  this  house  was  built 
between  1741—43  and  we  believe  it  to  be  the  oldest  building  in  Hampden  today. 


overplus  of  ashes  for  home  consumption  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Langdon 
manufactured  potash  and  the  name  of  Potash  Hill  for  the  hill  upon  which 
his  house  was  built  was  derived  from  this  source.  Old  residents  still  use 
the  name. 

Some  time  after  1805  the  Langdon  family  sold  the  little  house  on 
the  east  side  of  Somers  Road  to  Barton  Bradway,  great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  L.  O.  Howlett  and  Mr.  Bradway  attached  the  brick  front,  making 
the  bricks  right  on  the  property.  Various  members  of  the  Brad  way  family 
lived  here  for  a  number  of  years.  Rev.  Fred  Viggers,  an  Advent  minister, 
was  a  later  resident,  and  Walter  Barlett,  son-in-law  of  the  minister  and 
father  of  Mrs.  Lester  Kibbe  lived  here  with  his  family  in  the  early  1900's. 
We  believe  that  the  ell  on  this  house,  built  between  1741  and  1743  is 
the  oldest  building  still  standing  in  Hampden. 

John  Langdon,  son  of  Capt.  Paul  and  grandson  of  Lieut.  Paul, 
married  Sarah  Stebbins  in  1755  and  it  is  assumed  that  about  this  time 
he  must  have  erected  the  rear  part  of  the  white  house  on  the  west  side 
of  Somers  Road  which  is  familiarly  known  in  town  as  the  John  Bartlett 
house.  Some  time  between  1759  and  1777  he  must  have  built  the  main 
part  of  the  house.  This  portion  of  the  farm  remained  in  the  Langdon 
family  until  1871  when  John  Wilson  Langdon  sold  to  John  Bartlett.  A 
newspaper  clipping  of  1885  stated  that  that  year  Mr.  Bartlett  raised  4,370 
pounds  of  tobacco.  Mr.  Kibbe  bought  the  farm  from  the  Bartlett  family. 

Bradway-Work  Cemetery.  There  used  to  be  a  cemetery  behind  the 
brick  house  of  Lester  Kibbe  where  various  members  of  the  Bradway 
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family  and  one  daughter  of  the  Work  family  were  buried.  The  two 
families  were  related.  The  bodies  of  the  Bradway  family,  together  with 
the  headstones,  were  afterwards  removed  to  Prospect  Hill  Cemetery. 
However,  the  remains  of  Ella,  the  infant  daughter  of  Sanford  and  Chloe 
Work,  who  died  in  1851,  still  rest  on  this  farm.  The  inscription  on  her 
headstone  reads  as  follows: 

"Sleep  on  sweet  babe 
And  take  thy  rest 
God  called  thee  home 
When  he  thought  best.” 

Wilfred  Martin.  This  was  originally  a  part  of  the  Langdon  Farms  and 
they  evidently  built  a  house  here  in  which  Noah  Langdon  was  living  in 
1832.  Noah  Langdon  played  the  bass  viol  in  the  Old  Congregational 
Church  on  the  Village  Green  before  the  days  when  organs  were  used  in 
churches.  The  property  was  afterwards  sold  to  Samuel  Endicott  and  we 
find  that  in  1855  Mr.  Endicott  lived  here.  Perhaps  he  built  the  present 
house.  Clinton  Chapin  was  an  owner  in  the  early  1900’s.  The  Martin 
family  bought  from  John  Silver  in  1921. 

Carl  Kibbe.  It  would  appear  from  an  old  map  that  J.  Corcoran  lived 
here  in  1870.  Richard  Twohig  was  the  next  owner.  Mr.  Kibbe’s  father, 
Birnie  Kibbbe,  bought  the  property  in  1905. 

Winthrop  L.  Kibbe.  When  Chloe  Bradway,  daughter  of  Barton  Brad¬ 
way  married  Sanford  Works  in  1848  and  came  here  as  a  bride  this  house 
was  new.  Several  generations  of  the  Bradway  family  have  since  lived 
here,  including  Isaac  Bradway  for  whom  the  road  nearby  was  named. 
Mr.  Kibbe  bought  the  property  in  1914  and  has  made  many  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  house. 

The  Driscoll  Family.  In  1823  Shubael  Pease  came  from  Longmeadow 
and  bought  26  acres  of  land  from  James  C.  Pease  and  probably  built 
this  house.  His  son  Carl  Pease  sold  to  the  John  Driscoll  family  in  1878. 
We  understand  there  was  a  shingle  mill  on  this  farm  in  the  early  days. 

James  W.  Samble.  In  1868  Corydon  Kibbe,  grandfather  of  Neil  Kibbe 
lived  in  this  house.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  1800’s  Chester  Dickinson, 
uncle  of  Warren  and  Earle  Dickinson  lived  here,  followed  by  the  John 
Nordin  family  and  the  Adolph  Zacher  family.  The  present  owners  bought 
the  property  from  Kenneth  Bliss  in  1949. 
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Robert  L.  Peterson.  This  unusual  house  was  built  into  the  side  of  the 
hill  by  a  member  of  the  prolific  Stebbins  family  in  a  manner  that  would 
suggest  the  Thornton  W.  Burgess  house,  which  was  also  a  product  of 
Stebbins  ingenuity.  The  original  kitchen  with  mammoth  fireplace  and 
oven  was  in  what  is  now  the  cellar.  Tradition  has  it  that  in  1814  Calvin 
Stebbins  installed  the  first  cookstove  in  town  in  this  house. 

Rev.  Horatio  Stebbins,  pastor  of  the  First  Unitarian  Church. 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  was  born  here  in  1821,  and  the  latter's  half-brother, 
Rev.  Calvin  Stebbins  pastor  of  the  First  Unitarian  Church,  Detroit,  Mich., 
in  1836.  The  Unitarian  Church  in  this  country  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  these  two  famous  sons  of  Hampden,  as  well  as  to  their  cousin,  Rev. 
Rufus  P.  Stebbins,  D.D.,  to  whom  reference  has  been  made  in  the  section 
on  Somers  Road.  The  history  of  the  Protestant  Churches  of  Hampden 
written  several  years  ago  goes  into  further  detail  regarding  their  accom¬ 
plishments. 

Freeman  Dickinson,  charcoal  dealer,  lived  here  in  1870.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Heredeen  bought  the  property  in  19 IS  and  lived  on  it  for 
33  years. 

David  Murray.  The  three  original  rooms  of  this  house  were  built  by 
David  Twohig  in  1857.  Ralph  Isham  and  family  lived  here  from  1901 
to  1918.  Other  owners  have  been  W.  P.  Prickett,  who  added  seven  rooms, 
and  D.  C.  Axtell.  The  present  owners  bought  the  property  in  1947. 

Barry  Mink  Farm.  This  is  another  old  Stebbins  house.  Stephen  Stebbins 
and  Sylvanus  Stebbins  lived  here  for  many  years.  One  of  the  Stebbins 
girls  married  Lyman  Phelps  in  1849  and  they  resided  here.  At  one  time 


there  were  13  families  by  the  name  of  Stebbins  in  Hampden.  The  Barry 
family  bought  in  1941  from  Charles  H.  Thomas. 

The  Isham  Farms.  When  the  Outward  Commons  were  divided  among 
the  Springfield  residents,  the  Pynchon  family  (descendants  of  Springfield’s 
first  settler)  took  Lot  #81  among  others.  This  lot  was  four  miles  long 
and  over  133  rods  wide.  It  covered  all  of  the  Daniel  and  Asa  Isham 
Farms  and  extended  east  over  the  mountain  through  the  present  Morgan- 
Melville-Wessman  properties  and  then  further  east  through  the  Goodwill- 
Wallace-Bennett  farms,  to  the  Monson  line. 

In  1738  John  Pynchon  deeded  the  lot  to  Edward  Pynchon  and  in 
1740—41  the  latter  sold  it  to  William  Pynchon,  as  we  have  learned  from 
the  section  under  Somers  Road.  The  latter  deed  speaks  of  a  "house  and 
barn  thereon 

These  buildings  must  have  been  standing  when  Stephen  Stebbins, 
who  was  supposed  to  be  Hampden’s  first  settler  arrived  in  town.  It  would 
appear  that  Edward  Pynchon  must  have  built  them  after  1738.  We  at 
first  thought  that  perhaps  the  property  was  only  a  summer  home  for 
Springfield’s  most  famous  early  family,  but  we  recently  learned  that  the 
deed  in  question  refers  to  "fencing"  on  the  land  which  would  indicate 
that  they  had  livestock.  On  Sept.  17,  1741  Col.  John  Pynchon  sold  the 
lot  to  Lieut.  Paul  Langdon  and  the  latter  must  have  lived  in  the  house 
while  he  was  building  his  home  on  Somers  Road  and  until  he  sold  the 
farm  back  to  the  Pynchon’s  in  1743.  We  have  spent  much  time  trying 
to  ascertain  the  exact  spot  where  these  buildings  were  located.  The  writer 
had  considerable  correspondence  about  the  matter  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Isham,  before  she  passed  away,  but  we  believe  their  location  will  remain 
a  mystery  forever.  She  remembered  as  a  girl  playing  in  a  cellar  hole 
behind  the  present  Leary  house  but  she  said  she  understood  that  a  son 
of  Asa  Isham,  who  afterwards  moved  West,  built  a  home  here  many 
years  ago. 

The  property  passed  from  the  Pynchon  family  to  the  Stebbins 
family  and  records  indicate  that  Daniel  Isham  bought  property  in  1799 
from  Daniel  Stebbins  and  Abner  Blodgett,  while  Asa  Isham  bought  land 
from  Daniel  Stebbins  in  1811.  Daniel  built  a  house  near  where  the  Frank 
L.  Munsell  house  now  stands  while  his  brother,  Asa,  built  the  one  now 
owned  by  the  Leary  family.  While  Daniel’s  deed  was  not  recorded  until 
1799  a  day  book  in  his  penmanship  in  possession  of  the  Isham  family 
carried  the  following  notation: 

"Oct.  16,  1796  —  Then  begun  to  dig  my  cellar  —  2  teams  and  3 
hands  —  2  days,"  etc.  Daniel’s  house  was  similar  to  Asa’s  and  terraced  in 
a  similar  manner.  The  original  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1849  and 
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Notation  made 
by  Daniel  Isham 
in  his  day  book 
Oct.  16,  1796 
when  he  began 
to  dig  his  cellar. 


a  second  one  was  built,  which  also  burned  to  the  ground  in  1910.  John  B. 
Isham  built  the  third  or  present  Munsell  home.  Daniel  Isham  was  select¬ 
man  of  the  town  as  early  as  1818.  The  family  was  always  prominent  in 
the  Congregational  and  Federated  Churches,  being  deacons  for  several 
generations,  and  two  of  the  three  people  to  whom  this  book  is  dedicated 
were  members  of  that  family. 

John  F.  Leary.  As  stated  above  this  house  was  built  by  Asa  Isham 
and  the  date  of  erection  would  be  some  time  after  1811.  It  was  afterwards 
owned  by  Solomon  West,  a  descendant  of  Stephen  West,  who  built 
several  houses  on  East  Main  Street.  Nelson  West,  who  recently  died  in 
Springfield  at  the  age  of  98  was  born  here  and  lived  in  the  house  until 
he  was  18  years  old.  He  remembered  butter,  cheese,  and  wine  having 
been  made  in  the  woodshed.  Later  owners  were  William  Leach,  brother 
of  Mrs.  D.  L.  McCray,  and  Roland  P.  Prickett. 

Charles  Koncitik.  J.  C.  Shepherd  lived  here  at  one  time.  A  later  owner 
was  William  Leach,  Sr.,  father  of  Mrs.  D.  L.  McCray.  It  was  afterwards 
part  of  the  F.  T.  Kellogg  Farms  and  the  latter’s  heirs  sold  to  the  present 
owner  in  1942. 

Louis  Rivers,  Jr.  Abner  C.  Burleigh  was  an  early  owner.  Darcy  Shepherd 
lived  here  at  one  time.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lucien  Guptill  were  owners  in  the 
early  1900’s.  Dr.  Guptill,  a  retired  physician,  and  a  brother  of  Mrs.  John 
N.  Isham  (mother  of  John  B.)  was  a  deacon  in  the  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Heiberg  lived  here  for  11  years  and  sold  to  the  present  owners 
in  1950. 


Jos.  J.  Zaher  —  The  Sessions-Kellogg-Downs  Farm.  Robert  Sessions, 
who  participated  in  the  Boston  Tea  Party,  bought  part  of  this  property 
March  6,  1781  from  John  Norton,  who  in  turn  had  bought  from  Samuel 
Day.  He  paid  for  it  "five  hundred  pounds  Laivful  money  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth!’  Inasmuch  as  Hampden  County  did  not  then  exist  and  our  town 
was  part  of  Hampshire  County  the  sale  was  consummated  at  Northamp¬ 
ton,  the  seat  of  Hampshire  County.  In  those  days  payment  by  check  had 
not  been  instituted  and  since  there  was  little  paper  money  most  payments 
were  made  by  silver.  Mr.  Sessions,  therefore,  carried  the  500  pounds  of 
money  in  his  saddlebags  to  Northampton.  The  money  became  so  heavy 
that  he  walked  much  of  the  way  to  save  his  horse.  He  had  become 
enthralled  with  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  from  this  hill  when  he  had 
passed  along  the  road  carrying  messages  for  various  units  of  the  army 
during  the  Revolution. 

When  Robert  Sessions  bought  the  property  the  original  house 
stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  and  about  three  hundred  feet  north 
of  the  present  Zaher  house.  In  1808  he  bought  adjacent  property  from 
John  Thwing  extending  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to  the  south  and  in  1815 
built  the  present  house  so  scenically  located.  In  1839  the  original  one 
was  torn  down.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  present  house  is  a  door 
in  the  chimney  on  the  third  floor  so  that  hams  could  be  hung  inside 
to  be  smoked. 

Modern  highway  engineers  planning  their  multiple  overpasses 
could  have  acquired  their  original  ideas  from  the  ingenious  and  mammoth 
barn  which  William  R.  Sessions  built  on  this  farm  in  1839-  It  was  full 


House  built  by  Robert  Sessions  in  1815,  showing  his  great-grandson,  William  J. 
Sessions,  in  the  doorway  in  1897.  Now  owned  by  Joseph  J.  Zaher. 
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three  stories  high  with  entrances  leading  from  outdoors  to  each  separate 
level,  had  various  ramps  for  the  cattle  and  for  bringing  in  loads  of  hay, 
and  was  equipped  with  continuously  running  spring  water.  After  recently 
viewing  a  sketch  of  all  three  floors  of  this  barn  we  are  not  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  planner  (Mr.  Sessions  himself)  was  afterwards  Secretary 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Space  permits  only  a  few  words  relative  to  the  contribution  of 
the  descendants  of  Robert  Sessions,  Sr.,  to  town,  state  and  nation.  We 
will  refer,  therefore,  only  to  those  members  of  the  family  who  spent 
most  of  their  lives  in  Hampden. 

Robert  Sessions,  Jr.,  was  one  of  Hampden’s  representatives  at  the 
War  of  1812.  His  granddaughter,  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions,  presented  us  in 
1932  with  the  Town  House,  including  school  rooms,  auditorium,  library 
and  town  offices. 

Sumner  Sessions,  son  of  Robert,  Sr.,  built  the  largest  woolen  mill 
ever  erected  in  town. 

Four  generations  of  the  Sessions  family  served  in  the  State  Legista- 
ture,  a  record  which  would  be  hard  for  any  family  to  surpass.  Robert,  Sr., 
and  his  son,  William  Vine,  were  both  state  representatives.  William  R., 
son  of  William  V.,  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  a  sergeant  in  the  Civil  War  and  a  prisoner  in  the 
infamous  Confederate  Libby  Prison.  William  J.,  son  of  William  R.,  served 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  representing  the  old  Shoestring  District 
for  19  years.  Mrs.  Mina  (Sessions)  Gibson  of  Lakewood,  Ohio,  daughter 
of  William  J.,  and  her  brother,  Prof.  William  Vine  Sessions,  of  Wayne 
University,  Detroit,  Michigan,  are  both  vitally  interested  in  our  study 
of  Hampden  history  and  Mrs.  Gibson  has  loaned  us  many  original  deeds 
and  family  papers  which  have  given  us  a  great  deal  of  valuable  information. 

The  property  remained  in  the  Sessions  family  until  1909  when 
William  J.  Sessions  sold  the  farm  to  Asa  Hayes.  F.  T.  Kellogg  of  the  old 
Bay  State  Corset  Company  in  Springfield  was  a  subsequent  owner  who 
extensively  developed  the  property  and  added  to  the  acreage.  He  moved 
the  Isaac  Leach  house,  which  used  to  stand  on  the  south  brow  of  Kellogg 
Hill,  and  which  was  one  of  the  old  houses  in  Hampden,  down  over  the 
hill  to  the  west  and  remodeled  it.  This  house  was  afterwards  torn  down. 

Thomas  Downs,  a  later  owner  of  this  farm,  sold  to  the  present 
owners  in  1951. 

A  section  of  the  present  farm  was  acquired  by  the  Sessions  family 
from  Noah  Granger  Stebbins  and  it  was  on  this  lot  that  "Lieut.  Merrick’s 
only  son”  was  bitten  by  a  snake  in  1761.  The  ballad  written  about  the 
episode,  which  occurred  right  in  our  own  town,  has  been  sung  for  gen- 


erations,  and  many  have  heard  Burl  Ives  render  the  selection.  Mr.  Ives 
visited  the  spot  in  connection  with  his  study  of  New  England  folklore 
some  years  ago. 


The  most  dramatic  spot 
in  Hampden. 
Near  this  barway 
"Lieut.  Merrick’s  only 
son”  was  bitten  by 
a  rattlesnake  in  1761. 


Byron  Stebbins  House.  At  the  foot  of  Kellogg  Hill,  on  the  north 
side,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Wilbraham  Road  was  another  old  Stebbins 
house,  which  was  torn  down  some  years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noah  Granger 
Stebbins  who  lived  here  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1883.  A 
newspaper  clipping  telling  of  the  anniversary  stated  that  the  house  was 
then  130  years  old.  This  would  make  the  date  of  construction  about  1753. 
Of  course,  like  so  many  of  the  other  old  Hampden  houses,  the  ell  may 
have  been  the  oldest  part  and  the  upright  section  added  at  a  later  date. 
While  the  house  has  been  gone  for  about  40  years,  we  are  pleased  to  be 
able  to  include  a  picture  of  it  in  this  book  through  the  courtesy  of 
Herbert  E.  Stebbins  of  North  Somers,  Ct.,  who  was  born  therein. 


Old  Byron  Stebbins  house  built  in  17 S3. 
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Beautiful  home  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Thomas  W .  Ferguson ,  Jr. 


Thomas  W.  Ferguson,  Jr.  This  house  was  built  in  1842  by  a  Mr. 
Works.  Other  owners  have  been:  Joseph  and  James  Pease  (1854);  Mr. 
Niles  (1865);  Mr.  Pierce  (1884);  and  Columbus  Scofield.  The  latter 
deeded  the  property  to  Louis  Laird  in  1891-  The  Laird  family  owned  it 
until  1941  when  it  was  sold  to  Irwin  H.  Gifford  who  in  turn  deeded 
it  to  the  present  owner  in  1946. 

William  Buereau.  The  first  known  owner  of  this  property  was  the 
Hitchcock  family  (who  also  owned  the  present  Attleton  Farm)  and  in 
1857  they  sold  to  Pliny  Cadwell.  Other  owners  were:  James  L.  Weeks, 
Warren  Pitsinger,  Burnhard  Wieprecht,  Myra  Beebe,  James  Shaw,  Charles 
Laird,  Edward  Evans,  and  Martha  Henderson  Younger.  The  present  owner 
bought  from  Mrs.  Younger  in  1940.  The  early  deeds  carried  the  follow¬ 
ing  clause:  "with  the  buildings  thereon  except  the  west  stable  in  the  barn 
and  the  scaffold  on  it,  the  right  to  pass  to  and  from  said  reservation  at 
pleasure  and  a  right  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the  barn  yard  in  common 
with  the  stable,  said  reservation  belonging  to  the  widow  of  the  late 
Ithamar  Hitchcock.” 

Clifford  Attleton.  From  1731  to  1895  (164  years)  this  property  was 
owned  by  the  Hitchcock  family.  In  1731  Samuel  Terry  who  obtained 
the  original  grant  sold  the  land  to  Luke  Hitchcock,  3rd.  Some  time 
thereafter  the  latter  must  have  built  a  house  thereon  since  in  1742  he 
sold  to  John  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  and  the  deed  reads  "with  buildings  thereon.” 
This  house  must  have  been  one  of  the  first  erected  in  town  and  like  the 
one  referred  to  in  the  paragraph  on  the  Isham  Farms  could  have  been 
here  when  Stephen  Stebbins  arrived  in  1741. 

Mrs.  John  Peterson  of  Mountain  Road  has  loaned  us  a  painting 
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made  in  1896  of  the  old  Hitchcock  house  which  used  to  stand  opposite 
the  present  Ethelbert  Dunsmoor  residence.  She  is  a  granddaughter  of 
Levi  Hitchcock  who  was  born  in  the  house  in  1819,  the  latter  being  a 
son  of  Ithamar  Hitchcock.  Upon  examining  the  painting  carefully  we 
believe  a  portion  of  the  house  seems  old  enough  to  have  been  in  existence 
before  1741.  It  appears  from  the  position  of  the  boards  on  the  roof  that 
the  right  hand  section  of  the  front  part  and  the  center  chimney  were 
erected  first  and  the  portion  at  the  left  of  the  front  door  and  the  other 
ells  were  added  later.  This  was  the  method  of  erecting  the  Cape  Cod 
style  homes.  The  owner  put  on  additional  rooms  as  his  family  increased 
in  size  and  he  had  sufficient  time  and  money.  This  is  probably  the  house 
in  which  a  school  was  held  in  the  early  1880’s  to  take  care  of  Wilbraham 
and  Hampden  children  in  the  area.  We  have  called  this  picture  a  distinct 
"find”  and  Mrs.  C.  Kilbourne  Bump  has  kindly  re-drawn  it  for  use  in 
this  book. 

John  Hitchcock  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  old  church  on  our 
Village  Green,  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  and  an  athlete  of  distinction, 
having  once  run  to  Springfield  faster  than  a  horse  could  trot.  After  con¬ 
sulting  the  Hitchcock  wills  in  the  Northampton  Registry  of  Probate 


The  original  Hitchcock  House.  The  central  section  with  the  shingle  lines  going  vertically 
could  he  one  of  the  first  two  houses  built  in  Hampden.  Re-drawn  by  Mrs.  C.  K.  Bump. 
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Mrs.  Attleton  feels  that  part  of  their  present  home  may  have  been 
standing  in  1791. 

The  farm  passed  from  John  to  Aaron,  to  Ithamar,  to  Walter, 
Walter,  Jr.,  and  the  last  Hitchcock  to  live  on  the  place  was  Louise  who 
was  organist  of  the  Wilbraham  Congregational  Church  for  many  years. 
She  moved  away  in  1895. 

Levi  Hitchcock,  to  whom  reference  was  made  above,  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  developers  of  real  estate  in  Springfield  in  the  last 
half  of  the  19th  century.  One  of  his  best  known  developments  was  in 
the  present  Jefferson  Avenue  section  where  he  laid  out  streets  and  build¬ 
ing  lots.  He  owned  much  property  on  Main  Street  at  various  times  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  the  block  south  of  the  present  Whitney 
Building  on  which  spot  his  son-in-law,  E.  H.  Hamblen,  afterwards  erected 
the  present  Hitchcock  Building. 

Among  the  owners  of  the  Hampden  property  since  1895  are:  Fred 
Belcher,  Alvin  Robbins,  Lorinda  Patch,  the  Robb  family,  Emma  Granger, 
Harriet  Begg,  and  the  Raymond  Hebert  family,  the  latter  having  sold  to 
the  present  owners  in  1948. 


The  Springfield  Daily  News  advertises  the  Allen  House  in  1878. 


COUNTRY  AIR,  PURE  MILK, 
PLENTY  OF  GOOD  FOOD, 
WELL  COOKED. 


THE  ALLEN  HOUSE, 

Hampden,  Mass., 

(Formerly  South  Wilbraham,)  8  miles 
from  Springfield.  4  miles  by  stage  (twice  daily) 
from  East  Longmeadow,  is  nowr  open  for  Sum¬ 
mer  boarders  and  transient  guests.  Theloca 
tion,  close  to  Scantic  river,  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful;  the  drives  and  views  are  unsur¬ 
passed,  the  rooms  are  large,  clean  and  com¬ 
fortable,  affording  a  desirable  and  healthful 
Summer  Home  for  Families  and  Tourists  at 
very  satisfactory  prices.  Inquiries  by  mail 
promptly  answered. 

H.  H.  ALLEN,  Proprietor. 


_ CV^koXO _ 

EAST  LONGMEADOW  ROAD 

V _ _ -J 


William  R.  Palmer.  The  west  part  of  this  house  comprises  the  old 
West  Side  (McCray  Corner)  School.  It  formerly  stood  opposite  the  Old 
Allen  House  where  the  Royal  Johnston  family  now  live  in  the  school- 
house  built  in  1918.  The  original  building  was  erected  in  1795  by  Eldad 
Stebbins,  son  of  Stephen  Stebbins.  In  1865  when  a  two  room  schoolhouse 
was  needed  the  old  one  was  bought  by  James  and  Mary  Twohig  for  $250 
for  use  as  a  residence.  The  fences  were  carefully  taken  down  and  the 


The  main  part  of  the  house  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Palmer  was  formerly  the  West  Side  School  built  in  1 795.  Note 
the  high  position  of  the  school  room  windows  on  the  side. 
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house  moved  across  the  lots  to  the  present  location.  The  windows  in 
the  front  were  lowered  but  those  on  the  west  side  remain  in  the  same 
position  as  when  the  school  was  built,  high  enough  to  prevent  a  lazy  boy 
from  day-dreaming  by  looking  out  the  wdndow.  The  late  William  J. 
Sessions  was  probably  the  last  one  in  town  to  have  attended  this  old  school. 
The  house  afterwards  passed  to  Mrs.  Nora  Delehanty,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Twohig,  and  later  to  her  son,  John  Delehanty.  The  latter  sold 
to  E.  N.  Christianson  and  the  present  owners  bought  the  property  from 
him  in  1953. 

Fred  C.  Samble  —  The  Old  Stone  House.  This  house  w'as  built  of  East 
Longmeadow  sandstone  some  time  previous  to  1839,  probably  by  the 
Rev.  Spencer  Alden,  a  retired  Baptist  minister.  The  original  construction 
was  a  dry  stone  wall  and  the  wide  window  ledges  show  the  thickness  of 
the  walls.  The  varying  distance  of  each  window  from  the  ceiling  is  caused 
by  the  irregularity  of  stone  construction.  The  handhewn  beams  in  the 
cellar  and  handsplit  laths  show  the  patient  handiw'ork  of  the  builders. 
For  added  warmth,  stucco  has  been  applied  to  the  outside,  but  the  kitchen, 
still  paneled  nearly  halfway  to  the  ceiling,  contains  the  original  boards, 
varying  in  width  from  12  to  18  inches.  The  doors  all  have  their  original 
latches. 

In  1863  Rev.  Spencer  Alden  deeded  the  property  to  J.  Murphy 
and  the  Murphy  family  owned  it  until  1907  when  it  was  purchased  by 
Fred  C.  Samble,  Sr.  In  its  long  history  only  three  families  have  lived 
in  this  house. 

Gideon  Monette  and  Stanley  Herring.  In  the  1840  s  John  Speight 
came  from  County  Claire,  Ireland,  and  bought  this  land  from  the  Root 
family  and  built  a  house  on  the  Monette  site  which  burned  in  1866. 
Miss  Rose  Speight  of  Cambridge,  a  former  teacher  of  the  West  Side 
School,  who  was  born  on  this  farm,  has  recently  written  us  an  interesting 
incident  in  connection  wdth  the  fire: 

"I  recall  the  story  that  Grandmother  told  of  the  diphtheria  epi¬ 
demic  which  took  so  many  children  from  Hampden  families.  Grand¬ 
mother  lost  twins,  aged  about  nine.  She  sent  her  other  children  away 
to  escape  the  disease,  but  when  they  returned  another  caught  the  illness 
and  died.  Shortly  thereafter  the  house  burned  and  Grandma  said  as  she 
stood  watching  the  flames,  Tm  glad  to  see  it  go  —  maybe  now  we’ll  get 
rid  of  the  diphtheria.’  And  they  did.’’ 

Thomas  Speight,  son  of  John,  then  built  the  Herring  house, 
erecting  it  as  far  as  possible  from  the  contaminated  site.  John  R.  West, 
who  built  so  many  of  the  Hampden  houses  was  the  carpenter.  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  F.  E.  Woodward  (the  latter  being  a  Speight  girl)  lived  here  with  their 
daughter  Mabel  in  the  early  1900’s  and  this  family  sold  to  present  owners. 

About  1870,  Edmond  Speight,  another  son  of  John  built  the 
Monette  house.  His  son  Francis  sold  to  Abraham  Weiner  in  1917.  The 
Joseph  Mottle  family  were  later  owners,  who  sold  to  Mr.  Monette  in  1935. 

While  the  Speight  family  have  long  since  moved  away,  the  gra¬ 
cious  letter  from  Miss  Rose  Speight,  referred  to  above,  reveals  that  they 
still  consider  Hampden  as  "home”  and  are  greatly  interested  in  this  book. 


_ c/a)l(oxo _ 

ALLEN  STREET 

originally  called  Springfield  Road 
K _  ' - 


Mrs.  Anton  Woska.  In  1817  John  McCray  lived  on  this  spot,  while 
in  1855  E.  Alden  evidently  owned  the  property.  In  1878  Justin  Pease 
lived  here.  For  the  next  thirty  years  the  place  was  owned  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Brew  and  Mrs.  Brew’s  son,  John  Casey.  A  descendant,  Mrs. 
Charles  Reed  of  East  Longmeadow,  has  loaned  us  a  picture  of  the  house 
as  it  looked  in  the  days  of  the  Casey  family  and  it  was  an  unusually  fine 
looking  residence  with  an  attractive  fence  in  front.  Many  old-timers 
still  call  this  Casey’s  Corner.  In  1908  Mr.  Casey  sold  the  property  to 
William  Hoffmayer.  Mr.  Woska  bought  the  farm  about  1920  from  a 
Ludwig  family. 

Hampden  historians  tell  us  that  a  carriage  shed  which  used  to 
stand  on  the  site  of  the  Hampden  House  when  Mr.  Casey  lived  here  was 
the  building  in  which  the  first  religious  services  in  the  undivided  town 
of  Wilbraham  were  held  on  Wigwam  Hill.  Wilbraham  historians,  how¬ 
ever,  believe  that  the  church  building  was  converted  into  a  barn,  which 
used  to  stand  east  of  the  present  Wilbraham  Congregational  Church. 
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Mrs.  Anton  Woska's  home  at  the  turn  of  the  century 
ivhen  the  Brew  and  John  Casey  families  lived  here. 


Byron  Russell.  One  of  three  Griswold  brothers  was  an  early  owner. 
In  1855  J.  Bodurtha  lived  here,  while  later  Henry  Dickinson,  grandfather 
of  Warren  and  Earle  Dickinson,  owned  the  place.  In  the  early  1900’s 
Mr.  Stebbins,  who  afterward  bought  the  Barry  Mink  Farm,  was  the  owner 
and  deeded  the  property  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ryder,  mother  of  Harold  W.  Ryder. 
The  latter  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burt  T.  Rogers,  parents  of  James  B. 
Rogers,  in  1915  and  the  Rogers  family  owned  the  farm  until  1944  when 
they  sold  to  Charles  Spear.  The  Russell  family  bought  the  house  in  1950. 

This  old  residence  boasts  hand-made  doors,  a  fanlight  over  the 
front  door,  and  hand-hewn  beams  in  the  attic  held  together  with  wooden 
pegs,  as  well  as  stencilling  in  one  of  the  bedrooms. 


Home  of  the  late 
Byron  Russell. 
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Calvin  Wehr.  Probably  some  of  the  Griswold  family  lived  here  in 
the  early  days.  Afterwards,  Ira  Pease,  whose  wife  was  Jane  Griswold, 
was  an  owner.  Thomas  H.  Ingham  lived  here  in  the  early  1900’s.  Thomas 
Hart  afterwards  owned  the  farm  and  in  turn  sold  to  William  Kimmel. 
The  Wehr  family  bought  from  Mr.  Kimmel  in  1946. 

Mrs.  Edith  Dugan.  This  was  another  Griswold  place  and  Sylvanus 
Griswold  probably  lived  here  in  1855.  Afterwards  Ira  Griswold,  who  ran 
a  livery  stable  in  East  Longmeadow,  owned  the  house.  Frank  Moore,  a 
Civil  War  veteran,  lived  here  in  the  early  1900’s.  The  property  then  passed 
to  Mrs.  Elsie  Parkess,  his  sister-in-law,  who  was  Mrs.  Dugan’s  mother. 

Winston  Churchill.  An  old  Root  house  used  to  stand  here  which  was 
occupied  by  Corydon  Root  for  many  years.  Rev.  Amos  Merrill  was  a  later 
owner.  In  the  early  1900’s  the  William  Clum  family  lived  here.  During 
their  ownership  the  house  burned  to  the  ground  and  the  present  owners 
built  the  one  now  on  the  spot. 

Sixty  years  ago  there  were  no  houses  on  Allen  Street  between  the 
present  Church  house  and  the  O’Neil  residence  in  East  Longmeadow. 

STONY  HILL  ROAD 

Francis  A.  Borowiec.  Will  Chapin,  brother  of  the  late  George  Chapin 
of  Somers  Road,  lived  on  this  road  until  his  death  a  few  years  ago.  He  i 
had  many  interesting  facts  to  relate  about  the  Indians  who  used  to  live 
in  this  area  and  fish  in  the  South  Branch  of  the  Mill  River.  The  fish 
came  up  from  the  Connecticut  River  via  the  Mill  River  and  it  will 
surprise  many  to  learn  that  salmon  weighing  five  and  six  pounds  were 
once  caught  in  Hampden.  When  the  white  people  bought  this  section 
from  the  Indians  the  latter  decided  to  protect  their  birth  right  by 
specifying  that  they  were  to  have  the  right  to  hunt  and  fish  in  the 
territory  "as  long  as  the  sun  shone  and  rivers  run.”  Sheep  abounded  in 
this  area  in  the  early  days.  At  one  time  there  were  2200  sheep  in  town. 
The  Borowiec  family  lives  on  the  site  of  Mr.  Chapin’s  home  and  the  son, 
Daniel,  recently  had  the  thrill  of  digging  up  an  Indian  arrowhead. 

MILL  ROAD 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Chaffin.  Mr.  Tuttle  of  Kibbe  &  Tuttle  lived  here 
in  1870,  the  partnership  operating  the  nearby  grist  mill.  In  the  early 
1900’s  Michael  P.  Carmody  resided  here  and  carried  on  the  same  business. 
For  thirteen  years  the  East  Longmeadow  Rod  and  Gun  Club  leased  the 
grounds  for  a  sporting  club.  This  was  then  a  busy  spot  on  Saturdays 


and  Sundays  and  too  noisy  for  the  East  Longmeadow  Baptist  Church 
located  about  half  a  mile  away. 

Stanley  Witkop.  On  May  13,  1913,  Mathew  Witkop,  father  of  Stanley 
Witkop,  bought  the  old  M.  Endicott  house  which  used  to  stand  here, 
from  Mr.  Tuttle,  to  whom  reference  was  made  in  the  previous  paragraph. 
On  May  13,  1938,  exactly  twenty-five  years  from  the  day  the  deed  was 
signed  the  house  burned  to  the  ground.  The  present  home  was  made  from 
an  old  house  moved  from  Pelham  in  1938  when  part  of  that  town  was 
demolished  to  make  way  for  the  Quabbin  Reservoir. 


C^e)  l(oXO 

SOUTH  ROAD 

_ _ 


This  is  part  of  the  old  Middle  Road  which  came  down  over  the  top  of 
Wilbraham  Mountain  and  went  up  the  present  South  Road  to  the  Somers 
line.  This  was  an  important  road  in  the  early  days. 

W.  Harry  Burns.  Most  of  the  land  on  the  present  property  belonged 
to  Abdiel  Loomis  in  the  late  1700's  and  records  indicate  that  in  1802 
Jonathan  Chaffee  bought  the  land  from  the  Loomis  estate.  It  remained 
in  the  Chaffee  family  for  over  110  years.  In  1811  Jonathan  Chaffee  sold 
the  property  to  his  son,  Daniel,  and  the  latter  erected  the  present  house. 
The  next  owner  of  the  farm  was  Daniel  Davis  Chaffee  and  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Lucy  Morris  (Chaffee)  Alden,  was  born  here  in  1836. 

Mrs.  Alden  was  a  poet  of  note  and  among  other  things  wrote  a 
history  of  Hampden  in  verse.  In  the  early  1800’s  her  ancestors  ran  a 
shingle  mill  on  the  property. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Alden  in  December,  1912,  the  house 
passed  to  her  heir,  Mrs.  Annie  (Morris)  Perry,  widow  of  President  Perry 
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Lucy  ( Chaffee )  Alden’s  home  on  a  wintry  day  in  1905. 
Now  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W .  Harry  Burns. 


of  Marietta  College,  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Morris 
family  in  Hampden.  In  1918  she  sold  it  to  Harriet  and  Corrine  Craig 
and  in  1920  they  in  turn  deeded  it  to  their  sister,  Mrs.  Maud  C.  Wilkins 
(the  former  Mrs.  Damon  Coates).  William  H.  Burns,  father  of  W.  Harry 
Burns,  bought  the  place  in  1920. 


Eva  J.  Scott.  This  cottage  was  built  in  1855  by  John  D.  Hancock.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Hancock  who  was  the  blacksmith  living  next  door 
in  the  Hopkins  house.  The  widow  of  John  Sr.  died  in  1854  and  apparently 
her  son  sold  all  his  father’s  property  except  that  south  of  the  brook,  upon 
which  John  D.  built  this  house  for  himself.  The  house  was  afterwards 
owned  by  the  S.  C.  Spellman  and  Dr.  George  T.  Ballard  families.  The  late 
Charles  S.  Ballard  used  the  house  for  a  summer  home  for  a  period. 

Arthur  Fogarty.  Moses  Stebbins,  brother  of  Stephen  and  Aaron, 
Somers  Road  settlers,  built  a  house  on  this  spot  which  could  have  been 
the  first  one  on  this  side  of  the  mountain.  The  next  known  owner  of  the 
place  was  Beriah  Smith,  since  records  indicate  that  he  lived  here  in  1855. 
In  1870  H.  Harridon  must  have  been  the  owner.  In  the  late  1890’s  and 
early  1900’s  Albert  F.  Ballard  owned  the  farm.  The  house  in  which  he 
originally  lived  may  have  been  the  one  built  by  Moses  Stebbins,  as  a 
newspaper  clipping  at  the  time  it  burned  (one  Fourth  of  July)  indicates 
that  it  was  very  old.  Mr.  Ballard  built  the  present  house,  which  was  later 
owned  by  Thomas  Midgeley,  whose  son,  Thomas  Jr.,  was  one  of  the 
inventors  of  ethyl  gasoline. 


Carl  Larson.  Available  records  seem  to  indicate  that  this  house  was 
built  by  Comfort  Chaffee  Sr.,  son  of  Joseph  Chaffee  of  Chapin  Road,  in 
1759.  Comfort  Chaffee  Sr.,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  during 


32 


his  service  he  and  another  man  discovered  a  deserted  British  vessel  near 
the  water’s  edge.  They  boarded  it  and  finding  it  loaded  with  provisions 
and  ammunition  turned  it  over  to  the  Government. 

The  house  at  the  time  it  was  built  probably  consisted  of  seven 
rooms,  four  down  and  three  upstairs,  with  fireplaces  in  five  of  the  rooms. 
The  small  downstairs  room  on  the  north  was  called  the  "borning”  room. 

The  property  remained  in  the  Chaffee  family  until  1860  when  it 
was  sold  to  Marcus  Alden.  The  farm  extended  beyond  Chapin  Road, 
and  the  story  is  told  that  Mr.  Alden  sold  a  granite  quarry  on  the  east 
side  of  Chapin  Road  for  $10,000  which  was  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
for  that  time. 

Cyrus  Lee,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Florence  Ballou,  purchased  the 
farm  from  Marcus  Alden,  and  it  remained  in  his  possession  for  some 
time.  Later  on  Nelson  M.  Carew  acquired  it  and  sold  it  to  Alexander 
Larson  in  1905.  Mr.  Larson  tells  us  that  the  old  barn,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1926,  was  built  in  1818,  according  to  a  date  carved  on  one 
of  the  beams. 

In  1935  Mr.  Larson  sold  the  farm  to  his  son  Carl,  but  retained 
seven  acres  of  land  on  Chapin  Road,  where  he  built  a  home.  In  1936 
when  Carl  was  cleaning  out  a  little  used  loft,  he  found  an  old  spinning 
wheel  covered  with  the  dust  of  many  years.  It  was  cleaned  and  now  has 
a  place  of  honor  in  the  old  house. 


The  farmhouse  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carl  P.  Larson  and  the  Chaffee 
spinning  wheel  they  found  in 
the  attic. 


I  it  iSS 
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The  Bliss-Morris  Homestead  in  1750.  This  building  is  incorporated  in  the  present 
Raymond  S.  Smith  home.  Mrs.  C.  K.  Bump  made  this  copy  from  a  very  old  sketch 
in  a  Morris  genealogy. 


Raymond  Stockbridge  Smith.  About  the  year  1750,  Col.  John  Bliss 
(to  whom  reference  has  been  made  in  the  paragraph  on  the  Hall  home 
on  Somers  Road)  came  out  from  Longmeadow  and  on  Lot  #116,  which 
had  been  originally  assigned  to  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Bliss,  built  his 
salt-box  house.  Here  he  held  court  when  he  later  became  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  his  original  desk  is  still  in  the  house. 

By  1773  Col.  Bliss  was  representing  the  town  of  Springfield  in 
the  Legislature  and  later  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
and  of  the  First  Senate.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  he  commanded  a 
regiment  and  in  1795  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas. 

Col.  Bliss  married  Abiel  Colton,  descendant  of  Quartermaster 
Colton  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prominent  settlers  of 
Springfield  and  Longmeadow.  Their  daughter,  Lucy,  married  Edward 
Morris  and  their  descendants  were  prominent  judges  and  clerks  in  the 
local  courts  for  more  than  150  years.  Harvey  O.  Smith  tells  us  that  the 
red  rosebush  planted  about  200  years  ago  by  Abiel  Bliss  blossomed 
this  summer. 

By  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  all  slaves  in  Massachusetts 
were  freed  under  the  Constitution  framed  in  1780.  The  same  was  not 
true  in  the  states  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  and  not  a  few  found 
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refuge  in  Hampden.  When  Edward  Morris  lived  in  the  Bliss-Morris 
Homestead  he  housed  runaway  slaves  in  the  attic.  A  severe  struggle  took 
place  at  this  house  when  two  fugitives  were  being  hidden.  Their  masters  or 
hunters  came  after  them,  and  a  most  desperate  light  ensued  in  which  one 
escaped  to  the  woods  and  the  other  was  taken,  bound,  and  carried  aw'ay. 

In  1868  the  salt-box  house  was  turned  so  that  the  ridge  pole  now 
runs  east  and  west,  perpendicular  to  the  road,  the  ell  was  moved  to  the 
rear  and  a  bit  south,  and  a  whole  new  central  section  was  inserted  to 
make  over  seventeen  rooms.  Because  of  this,  the  floor  upstairs  is  on 
three  levels.  All  windows  on  the  ground  floor  were  changed  to  those  of 
the  Victorian  era. 

Mrs.  Anice  Morris  (Stockton)  ^lernun 
Terhune  was  born  here  in  her  ancestral  home  and  one  of  the  three  books 
which  she  wrote  with  a  Hampden  locale,  "The  White  Mouse,”  features 
the  house.  It  is  still  owned  by  descendants  of  the  original  land  owners. 
This  place  and  part  of  the  George  Chapin  farm  are  the  only  two  places 
in  Hampden  which  are  still  owned  by  the  same  families  to  which  the 
land  was  originally  granted. 
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Mrs.  Florence  Ballou.  William  Stacy  from  Salem  settled  here  in  1749. 
He  probably  built  a  small  house  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  which  his 
son,  Ebenezer,  or  grandson,  Loren,  replaced  with  one  of  the  best  residences 
in  Hampden  at  that  time.  In  1833  Loren  Stacy  was  the  largest  taxpayer 
in  our  village.  The  family  must  have  lived  on  the  farm  for  more  than 
100  years,  since  a  map  of  1870  shows  Gilbert  Stacy  as  residing  here. 
Some  time  after  the  latter  date  Albert  Lee,  Mrs.  Ballou’s  father,  bought 
the  farm  and  lived  in  the  Stacy  house.  A  picture  of  it,  loaned  to  us  by 
Mrs.  Ballou,  shows  the  quality  of  workmanship  and  materials  which 
went  into  its  construction.  About  seventy  years  ago  the  house  burned 
to  the  ground,  the  blaze  having  probably  been  caused  by  sparks  from 
an  out-door  fire  under  a  kettle  of  water  being  heated  for  "butchering.” 
Mr.  Lee  then  built  the  present  house. 

Some  of  the  Stacy  family  still  living  in  Wilbraham  are  descended 
from  the  early  owners  of  this  property. 


Albert  Lee's  Tower.  In  the  early  part  of  this  century  Mr.  Lee  built 
a  four-story  tower  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  east  of  his  house  which 
proved  a  popular  spot  for  people  interested  in  viewing  the  scenery.  The 
tower  was  visible  all  through  the  center  of  the  village.  Mr.  Lee  also 
erected  a  dance  hall  near  the  tower  which  combined  to  make  the  area 
popular  as  a  recreation  center.  Both  tower  and  dance  hall  were  later 
removed  and  Mr.  Lee  then  erected  a  building  in  which  dances  were 
held  which  is  still  in  existence  south  of  Mrs.  Ballou’s  residence. 


Wilfred  Rock.  This  house,  which  is  owned  by  Mrs.  Ballou,  was  built 
by  one  of  the  Stacy  family  who  gave  it  to  his  daughter  who  married  a 
man  by  the  name  of  McCray.  Mrs.  Albert  Lee,  mother  of  Mrs.  Ballou, 
was  a  later  owner. 

Lester  Kibbe  —  The  Former  Neil  5.  Kibbe  Place.  This  gambrel  roofed 
house  was  built  between  1783  and  1786.  When  Ebenezer  Stacy,  son  of 
William  Stacy,  to  whom  reference  has  been  made  previously,  married 
Mary  Chaffee,  daughter  of  Comfort  Chaffee  (who  lived  at  the  Carl  Larson 
farm),  they  built  this  house.  While  they  were  married  in  1783,  records 
reveal  that  it  was  in  1786  that  William  and  Mahlon  Stacy  deeded  the 
land  to  Ebenezer  Stacy.  Of  course  the  house  may  have  been  started  before 
the  transfer  was  made.  The  house  passed  from  Ebenezer  to  his  son,  Loren, 
who  sold  it  to  Cyrus  Lee,  father  of  Albert  W.  Lee.  The  purchase  was  made 
around  Civil  War  times  and  Mr.  Lee  lived  here  about  twelve  years  and 
then  sold  the  property  to  his  nephew,  Frank  Bartlett,  who  died  about 
the  time  of  the  blizzard  of  1888.  Mrs.  Bartlett  leased  it  to  Erskine  Kibbe, 
father  of  Neil  S.  Kibbe  for  three  years  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  Mr. 
Kibbe  bought  it.  After  the  death  of  the  latter  the  farm  was  split  between 
his  two  sons,  Neil  and  Raymond,  and  the  former  retained  the  old  home¬ 
stead. 

Our  data  on  this  farm  would  be  incomplete  unless  we  referred 
to  Kibbe’s  Cider  Mill.  This  mill  was  always  a  Mecca  for  miles  around 
for  persons  looking  for  fresh  cider  for  Halloween  and  Thanksgiving 
parties.  Some  of  the  older  residents  remember  seeing  the  horse  go  "round 
and  round”  which  used  to  furnish  the  operative  power.  After  modern 
machinery  was  installed  the  mill  was  of  less  interest  to  the  children. 

In  1955  Neil  Kibbe  sold  the  buildings  and  part  of  the  land  to 
Lester  Kibbe,  whose  property  abutted  it  on  the  west. 


The  former  home  of 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Neil  S. 
Kibbe  —  showing  the 
family  in  1920.  This  i. 
a  typical  farmhouse 
picture  with  the  row  oj 
milk  cans  hanging  on 
the  barn  and  the 
1917  Overland  and 
Jack  Benny’s  (?)  1916 
Maxwell  in  the  yard. 
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Mrs.  Raymond  Kibbe.  An  old  house  built  by  the  Stacy  family  used 
to  stand  here  where  Barnard  Woodruff,  a  Civil  War  veteran,  lived  in 
the  early  part  of  this  century.  Back  in  the  old  days  when  people  were 
suspended  from  the  church  for  using  profanity,  Mr.  Woodruff  was  sus¬ 
pended  for  using  the  expression  "By  God."  Mrs.  Kibbe’s  father,  Mr. 
Curtin,  tore  down  the  old  house  and  built  the  present  one. 

On  a  clear  day  one  of  the  best  two-way  views  to  be  obtained  in 
this  area  may  be  seen  from  the  lot  diagonally  across  the  road  from  the 
Kibbe  house.  To  the  north  Mount  Monadnock  near  Keene,  N.  H.,  looms 
up  over  50  miles  away  while  to  the  south  the  city  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
with  the  tower  of  the  Traveler’s  Insurance  Company  in  the  center,  makes 
a  very  scenic  picture. 


RICT  OF  WALES 


The  southern  part  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Hampden,  bordering  on 
Somers  and  Stafford,  was  known  in  the  early  days  as  the  District  of  Wales. 
No  one  knows  the  significance  of  this  name.  The  district  was  one  mile 
in  width  at  its  eastern  end  and  somewhat  less  at  its  western  end.  Although 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,  it  was  not  included  within  the 
limits  of  any  town  and  it  was  not  until  the  1770’s  that  it  was  annexed 
to  the  mother  town  of  Wilbraham.  At  just  what  time  this  territory  was 
settled  it  is  difficult  to  state.  Grants  of  land  in  this  section  were  made  by 
the  General  Court  in  Boston  and  not  by  the  grandmother  town  of  Spring- 
field.  This  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  it  is  so  hard  to  find  any  deeds  at 
the  Hampden  County  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Springfield  pertaining  to 
this  area.  Capt.  Thomas  Colton,  Capt.  Isaac  Colton,  and  Rev.  Stephen 
Williams,  D.D.,  all  of  Longmeadow  received  some  of  the  earliest  grants. 

Rev.  Stephen  Williams,  immortalized  in  history  as  the  "Boy 
Captive  of  Old  Deerfield”  mentions  his  "Wales”  farm  in  his  will.  We 
believe  that  there  were  three  houses  on  the  Williams  property  in  the 
early  days.  There  used  to  be  a  house  on  the  east  side  of  South  Road  halfway 
between  the  top  of  the  hill  and  the  Somers  line.  This  may  or  may  not 
have  been  built  by  John  Williams,  son  of  the  minister,  but  must  have 
been  on  land  owned  by  him  at  one  time.  The  most  prominent  person  to 
have  been  born  in  this  house  was  Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  the  copper 
king,  of  whom  we  will  learn  more  in  later  paragraphs. 

We  are  confident,  however,  that  John  Williams  erected  two  houses 


on  the  old  stagecoach  road  east  of  South  Road,  in  fact  the  Wilbraham 
tax  list  for  1771  assesses  him  for  two  dwellings.  He  was  the  only  person 
in  South  Wilbraham  to  own  more  than  one  house  at  that  time. 

The  stagecoach  road  came  into  Hampden  from  the  east  and  crossed 
Rocky  Dundee  Road  near  the  top  of  Kiln  Hill.  It  then  proceeded  west, 
crossing  Chapin  Road  near  the  present  home  of  William  Patullo  and 
crossing  South  Road  near  the  Connecticut  line.  It  afterwards  turned  south 
toward  Somers.  The  line  came  from  Boston  and  went  to  Hartford  and 
was  one  of  the  first  operations  of  the  type  in  America,  one  of  the  owners 
being  Levi  Pease  who  was  born  in  Somers.  It  took  three  days  to  complete 
the  journey,  the  first  night  being  spent  in  Worcester  and  the  second 
night  in  Palmer. 

In  the  little  history  of  Hampden  written  by  Daniel  Chaffee, 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lucy  (Chaffee)  Alden,  the  author  stated  that  the 
first  four-wheeled  wagon  he  ever  saw  was  a  stagecoach  passing  along 
this  road.  This  was  probably  about  1793.  Mr.  Chaffee  who  lived  near 
the  former  Neil  S.  Kibbe  property  on  South  Road  evidently  walked  up 
here  one  day  as  a  little  boy  and  waited  to  behold  the  marvelous  sight, 
in  a  manner  similar  to  many  of  us  who  have  been  trying  to  see  the  new 
earth  satellite.  The  road  must  have  passed  into  disuse  before  1828  since 
we  find  that  in  that  year  the  Jacob  Woods,  Firmin,  Samuel  Chapin  and 
Stacy  families  summoned  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  court  for  neglect 
of  the  road.  They  probably  needed  to  use  it  to  transport  their  products 
to  Somers.  The  members  of  our  committee  who  recently  walked  over  a 
portion  of  the  old  highway  (after  climbing  over  two  pairs  of  bars  and 
communing  with  friendly  cows)  were  amazed  at  its  good  condition  and 
the  fine  stone  culverts  erected  by  our  forefathers. 

In  1794  John  Williams,  who  with  his  wife  and  children  are  buried 
in  the  Old  Cemetery,  sold  the  property  to  Stephen  Parsons  and  in  1808 
Stephen  and  Oliver  Parsons  sold  to  Solomon  Fuller  of  Somers.  Later 
owners  of  part  or  all  of  the  farm  have  been:  Calvin  Pitkin,  Samuel  Chapin, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amasa  Switzer,  Mrs.  Maria  Pease,  Lucius  Winslow,  Willie 
Pease,  Otis  Chapin  and  A.  H.  Thompson.  The  property  is  presently  owned 
by  Everett  Kibbe  and  Henry  Cook  of  Somers. 

The  old  house  on  South  Road  was  bought  by  Silas  Cooley  and 
moved  intact  to  his  property  in  Somers,  which  is  now  owned  by  Henry 
Cook.  The  two  Williams  houses  (the  one  nearer  South  Road  having 
been  later  known  at  the  Switzer  house)  probably  either  burned  down  or 
fell  down  in  the  early  1800’s.  The  cellar  holes  are  now  full  of  lilac  bushes. 

The  similarity  of  names  between  the  town  of  Wales,  Mass.,  and 
the  District  of  Wales  in  Hampden  has  caused  much  confusion. 


ANDREW  JACKSON  DAVIS 


Andrew  J.  Davis,  Hampden  native,  multi-millionaire  copper  king, 
born  April  25,  1819,  was  the  son  of  Asa  and  Celinda  (Allard)  Davis 
who  were  married  on  March  19,  1810  by  Rev.  Moses  Warren.  The  couple 
lived  in  the  house  (the  cellar  hole  of  which  may  still  be  seen)  on  the  east 
side  of  South  Road  about  half  way  between  the  top  of  the  hill  and  the 
Connecticut  line.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Joseph  Chaffee 
(as  are  two  members  of  the  publication  committee  of  this  book)  who 
built  one  of  the  first  houses  in  Hampden  on  Chapin  Road.  Mr.  Chaffee’s 
daughter  Sarah  married  Isaac  Morris  and  the  latter  couple  had  a  daughter 
Hannah  who  married  John  Davis,  a  Revolutuionary  War  veteran  from 
this  town.  John  and  Hannah,  who  are  buried  in  the  Old  Cemetery,  had 
several  children  including  Asa,  who  was  the  father  of  Andrew  J.  Davis. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  our  hero  had  gained  what  school  education 
he  was  to  have  and  went  to  work  in  a  dry  goods  house  in  Boston.  Being 
a  firm  believer  in  Horace  Greeley’s  admonition  "Go  West  —  Young  Man” 
we  find  that  at  the  age  of  16  Andrew  was  in  business  for  himself  in 
Madison,  Indiana,  and  in  the  1850’s  was  perhaps  the  first  chain  store 
operator  in  America  with  a  number  of  outlets  in  Iowa.  Shortly  after  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  purchased  from  the  Indians  800  acres  of  Iowa’s 
finest  farm  lands  which  he  developed  with  amazing  success. 

With  the  pioneering  urge  of  the  Chaffee,  Morris,  and  Davis 
families  coursing  through  his  veins  "A.J.”  went  to  California  and  then 
back  to  Montana  in  1863.  He  set  up  the  state’s  first  flour  mill  and 
brought  in  the  first  reaper  and  threshing  machine.  His  next  venture  was 
in  the  livestock  business  and  one  year  he  sold  12,000  head  of  cattle  for 
over  $400,000  to  one  person.  This  was  regarded  as  the  biggest  single 
livestock  transaction  ever  made  in  Montana  territory.  During  the  same 
year  he  sold  7000  more  head  for  $235,000.  Still  later  he  went  into 
the  silver  mining  business  and  in  1881  sold  the  Lexington  mine  for 
$1,000,000  cash.  Afterward  the  copper  mining  business  became  his  chief 
interest  and  the  company  in  which  he  was  a  principal  partner  was 
absorbed  by  the  Anaconda  Company  in  1910. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Butte  opened  in  1881  with  Andrew 
J.  Davis  owning  657  of  the  1000  shares,  and  in  1884  he  became  the  sole 
owner.  At  the  time  of  the  bank  holiday  of  1933  David  Lawrence,  noted 
columnist  and  commentator,  said  from  Washington,  in  effect,  that  there 
were  three  outstanding  banks  in  this  country,  and  strange  to  say,  one 
of  them  was  in  a  mining  camp  —  the  First  National  Bank  of  Butte.  We 
have  mentioned  this  to  show  the  type  of  institution  established  by  our 
native  son.  Upon  the  occasion  of  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  bank  in 


1952  the  company  published  a  very  fine  history  of  its  operations,  which 
contained  an  excellent  photograph  of  Mr.  Davis  and  we  are  indebted  to 
that  publication  for  much  of  the  material  about  his  business  life  in  this 
article. 

Mr.  Davis  died  March  11,  1890  and  his  body  was  brought  from 
Butte  to  the  North  Cemetery,  Somers,  Conn.,  for  burial  in  the  lot  with 
his  parents.  While  he  never  married  his  twelve  brothers  and  sisters  and 
their  heirs  were  all  eager  to  participate  in  his  vast  estate.  His  will  left 
the  bank  intact  to  his  nephew  Andrew  Jackson  Davis  the  2nd,  son  of 
his  brother,  John  Allard  Davis.  The  remainder  of  the  estate  he  specified 
to  be  divided  among  the  remaining  heirs.  There  was  dissatisfaction  and 
law  suits  followed  and  the  estate  finally  went  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  before  final  disposition  was  reached.  It  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  estate  cases  ever  tried  in  the  courts  of  America. 

As  far  as  we  know  the  only  brother  or  sister  of  Mr.  Davis  to  have 
spent  their  whole  life  in  Hampden  was  Sophronia,  who  married  James 
Lawrence  Firmin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Firmin  owned  the  property  on  Chapin 
Road  where  the  Howard  Gray  residence  now  stands,  and  are  buried  in 
the  Old  Cemetery. 

It  will  be  news  to  almost  every  citizen  of  Hampden  that  Andrew 
Jackson  Davis,  a  pioneer  who  carved  a  fortune  out  of  the  rough  and  raw 
material  of  his  day  and  who  laid  the  foundation  of  a  commonwealth 
saw  the  first  light  of  day  in  our  town. 
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CHAPIN  ROAD 

originally  called  Firmin  Road 


Byrd  Hopkins.  Many  different  people  owned  this  land  from  1685 
until  William  King  sold  the  property  to  Stephen  West  in  1782.  As 
Mr.  West  was  married  in  1783  he  probably  built  the  east  ell  of  this 
house  and  lived  here  for  a  period.  In  1791  he  sold  the  property  to  Zadock 
Stebbins  and  for  twenty-seven  years  various  members  of  the  Stebbins 
family  owned  it.  In  1818  the  place  passed  to  Levi  Flynt  who  in  turn 
sold  to  Rufus  Flynt  in  1823.  The  latter  deeded  the  property  to  John 
Flancock,  blacksmith,  in  1830.  Mr.  Hancock,  who  lived  here  until  he 
died,  probably  added  the  Greek  Revival  wing.  His  heirs  sold  the  house 
in  1855  to  William  C.  Stebbins  and  Sumner  Smith.  The  latter  married  a 
Stebbins  girl  and  lived  here  for  forty  years.  Mr.  Smith  was  superintendent 
of  various  mills  in  town  and  afterward  owned  the  store  in  the  basement 
of  the  Baptist  Church  for  twenty-seven  years.  He  was  also  selectman  of 
the  town  and  state  representative  in  Boston.  Owners  of  this  property 
since  his  death  in  1915  have  been  William  Lawson,  Mr.  Ledoux,  and 
Jasper  C.  Sloate,  who  sold  to  the  present  owners. 

This  house  is  a  good  example  of  the  practical  colonial  plan  with 
an  added  Greek  Revival  wing.  Some  of  the  grace  and  beauty  originally 
in  the  latter  portion  have  been  lost  with  the  change  in  position  of  the 
windows.  The  colonial  section  still  has  the  fireplace,  bake  oven  and  ash 
pit,  sturdy  peg  construction  in  foot  square  beams,  and  boasts  a  "set  kettle” 
in  the  cellar. 

Some  may  ask  just  what  a  "set  kettle”  was.  It  was  a  piece  of  brick 


Home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byrd  Hopkins  as  it  appeared  in  1907 

in  the  days  of  Sumner  Smith. 

masonry  attached  to  the  chimney  in  either  the  cellar,  kitchen  or  woodshed 
and  which  had  a  recess  in  the  top  for  a  large  kettle.  Underneath  there 
was  a  chamber  with  a  door  in  which  a  wood  fire  was  built.  The  kettle  was 
used  for  heating  water  for  the  Saturday  night  baths,  butchering  hogs,  etc. 

Mrs.  L.  O.  Howlett.  William  King  owned  this  land  in  the  early  days 
and  subsequently  sold  to  Jonathan  Dwight,  who  in  1794  sold  to  Isaac 
Jones,  son-in-law  of  Mr.  King.  In  1806  Edward  Morris  bought  the  prop¬ 
erty  from  Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  Morris  lived  in  a  little  house  which  stood  facing 
Chapin  Road  at  the  left  of  the  present  driveway  into  the  Howlett  house. 
The  little  Morris  residence  was  standing  here  in  1810  as  Mrs.  Sarah 
(Morris)  Chaffee,  mother  of  Mrs.  Lucy  (Chaffee)  Alden,  was  born  therein 
on  that  date.  Later  the  little  Morris  house  was  moved  to  lower  Main  Street 
and  it  is  now  the  central  part  of  the  home  or  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander 
Bandoski. 

In  1813  Edward  Morris  sold  the  Chapin  Road  property  to  Joseph 
Morris.  The  ell  of  the  present  Howlett  house  is  evidently  older  than 
the  upright  part.  Probably  Edward  Morris  built  the  "ell”  and  later  Joseph 
Morris  erected  the  upright  part  as  it  is  built  in  the  Greek  Revival  style. 
Lucius  Beebe,  grandson  of  Capt.  Stewart  Beebe  who  built  the  Melville 
house,  and  Sylenda  Morris  were  married  here  in  1836.  The  Lucius  Beebe 
Memorial  Library  in  Wakefield,  Mass.,  was  given  to  the  town  of  Wake¬ 
field  in  1923  in  memory  of  Lucius  and  Sylenda.  Lucius  Morris  Beebe,  the 
noted  writer,  newspaper  columnist,  contributor  to  Holiday  Magazine, 
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and  a  connoisseur  of  good  food,  who  formerly  lived  in  New  York  City 
but  now  resides  in  Nevada,  is  a  grandson  of  this  couple. 

In  1838  Dr.  Marcius  Cady  bought  the  property  from  Joseph 
Morris  and  added  a  room  for  his  office  as  he  was  a  physician.  Some  time 
after  both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cady  died  in  1863  the  house  must  have  passed 
to  Mrs.  Jane  Eliza  Dalton  since  in  1874  she  sold  it  to  Joseph  S.  Woodruff. 
Later  owners  have  been  Mrs.  Emily  Allen,  widow  of  Pliny  Allen  for  whom 
the  'Allen  House,”  now  the  Barber  home,  was  named,  William  P.  Chaffee, 
Willie  M.  Pease,  and  LeRoy  O.  Howlett  who  bought  from  Mr.  Pease  in 
1908.  Both  Mr.  Pease  and  Mr.  Howlett  conducted  meat  markets  here. 

Edward  J.  Finn.  For  forty-one  years  Hampden’s  first  minister  had 
personally  owned  his  own  home,  the  present  Ernest  W.  Howdett  house, 
so  that  on  his  death  the  church  leaders  had  to  find  a  house  for  the  new 
preacher,  Rev.  Lucius  W.  Clark.  Therefore,  in  1830  Joseph  Morris,  owner 
of  what  is  now  the  Leroy  O.  Howlett  property,  deeded  the  present  Finn 
lot  to  several  Congregational  laymen  for  the  sum  of  $20.00  and  these 
men  erected  the  Finn  house.  This  actual  deed  is  among  the  papers  now 
owned  by  Robert  Sessions.  Rev.  Clark  owned  8/20  of  the  house,  the 
rest  being  divided  in  twentieths  among  William  Moseley,  Sumner  Ses¬ 
sions,  Samuel  Chapin,  Noah  Langdon,  Wilder  C.  Pease,  James  Stanton, 
William  V.  Sessions,  and  Joseph  Morris.  Some  of  the  members  later 
mortgaged  their  shares  while  Samuel  Chapin  left  his  l/20th  to  his  two 
sons  on  the  condition  that  they  maintain  and  care  for  their  mother  for  life. 

In  1841  Rev.  Clark  had  moved  to  Amesbury,  so  the  others  paid 
him  $400  for  his  share,  thereby  showing  that  they  valued  the  property 
at  $1,000.  It  was  used  as  a  parsonage  until  1848  when  the  Congregational 
laymen  sold  the  place  to  Stephen  Newell,  a  Revolutionary  War  veteran. 
The  house  afterwards  passed  to  the  Spellman  and  Ballard  families,  and  the 
Finns  purchased  it  from  the  heirs  of  Atty.  Charles  S.  Ballard  in  1947. 

Nestled  against  the  house  near  the  kitchen  door  of  this  old  home 
may  still  be  seen  the  old  covered  well  complete  with  its  iron  wheel  over¬ 
head  and  pull  chain  by  which,  even  during  the  writer’s  memory,  Bridget 
Perry  hauled  up  the  traditional  ironbound  bucket  full  of  water.  In  a 
number  of  old  houses,  notably  those  of  Leroy  Howdett  and  Harold  Jones, 
the  kitchens  have  been  extended  to  include  these  adjacent  wells,  probably 
when  hand  pumps  were  installed. 

Clarence  Bradway.  Dennis  and  Hannah  Duffy  bought  the  land  from 
Sumner  Smith  in  1874  and  erected  the  house.  The  property  must  have 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Delia  Ballard,  widow  of  Dr.  George  T. 
Ballard,  since  in  1914  she  sold  it  to  Lillie  and  Albert  Brad  way.  The 
present  owner  purchased  the  house  in  1945. 


Mrs.  Edmund  Sawyer.  Edmund  Firmin  lived  here  over  100  years 
ago  and  must  have  built  the  present  house.  He  was  a  shoemaker  and  had 
his  shop  in  the  basement.  Mrs.  Lora  Pease  (Adella  Crocker)  used  to  go 
to  this  shop  as  a  little  girl  to  get  her  shoes  mended.  Later  owners  were: 
Michael  Powers,  Mrs.  Bickmore,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  C.  Stacy. 
Mrs.  Sawyer  bought  the  property  from  the  Stacy  family  in  1952.  When 
repairs  were  recently  made  to  the  house,  some  floor  boards  were  removed 
and  many  pieces  of  leather  and  old  soles  from  shoes  were  found,  testifying 
to  the  bygone  days  when  the  house  was  used  as  a  shoemaker’s  shop. 

Old  Cemetery.  This  cemetery  was  200  years  old  in  March  1955.  How 
many  houses  are  still  standing  in  town  which  had  been  built  when  Lydia 
Bliss,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Bliss  was  interred  therein  on  June  29,  1755  ? 
Probably  not  very  many.  The  little  Bliss  baby  was  the  first  person  to  be 
buried  in  this  cemetery.  From  the  time  Hampden  was  settled  in  1741 
until  this  date,  local  persons  passing  away  were  probably  taken  to  the 
Adams  Cemetery  in  Wilbraham  or  to  Springfield.  Here  rest  the  founding 
fathers  of  the  town,  including  Stephen  Stebbins,  Col.  Paul  Langdon,  the 
Morris’s  and  the  Chaffee’s.  S.A.R.  markers  show  nineteen  Revolutionary 
War  veterans  to  be  buried  here,  including  Robert  Sessions,  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Boston  Tea  Party,  and  Col.  John  Bliss,  of  whom  we  have 
learned  in  the  chapter  on  South  Road.  There  are  also  two  veterans  of 
the  war  of  1812,  about  ten  veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  two  World  War  I 
veterans,  and  one  World  War  II  veteran. 

The  following  ministers  are  also  buried  here:  Rev.  Moses  Warren 
(1829);  Rev.  Noah  Chapin  Saxton  (1834);  Rev.  James  A.  Hazen  (1862); 
Rev.  Spencer  Alden  (1875);  Rev.  Calvin  Stebbins,  D.D.,  Rev.  John 
Bennett,  and  Rev.  John  Cameron.  There  is  also  a  monument  for  Rev. 
Horace  Sessions  who  died  at  sea  in  1826. 

Parts  of  the  cemetery  must  have  been  individually  owned  at 
various  times  since  the  writer  has  a  deed  to  the  family  lot  signed  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  George  T.  Ballard.  The  tomb  was  erected  by  the  Chaffee 
family  and  members  of  that  family  were  placed  therein  for  many  years. 

William  T.  Olmstead.  The  first  known  owner  and  presumably  the 
builder  of  this  house  was  a  "joiner,”  or  carpenter  named  Hezekiah  Cady. 
Records  indicate  that  he  paid  taxes  on  the  house  in  1814,  so  it  must 
have  been  built  some  time  previous  to  that  date.  Among  other  property 
he  also  paid  taxes  on  his  "joiner’s”  shop.  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions,  donor 
of  the  Town  House,  took  art  lessons  in  this  house.  Perhaps  Elvira  F.  Cady, 
the  eldest  daughter,  was  an  art  teacher.  Masonic  emblems  are  to  be  found 
painted  on  the  wall  of  the  master  bedroom,  which  may  substantiate  the 
theory  that  someone  in  the  family  was  artistic.  Howard  West  married 
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This  is  the  way  the  William  T.  Olmstead’s  home  appeared  when  the  Elliot  Bradway 
family  lived  here.  Mrs.  Leroy  Howlett  and  two  of  her  children  are  on  the  right. 


Mariet  Cady  and  lived  here  at  one  time.  In  1872  the  Cady  family  sold 
the  property  to  "Red"  Jim  McCarthy  and  the  heirs  of  the  latter  sold  to 
Nelson  I.  Bradway  in  1910.  The  Bradway  family  lived  here  until  1936 
when  the  farm  was  deeded  to  Miss  Catherine  Ransom,  who  in  turn  sold 
to  the  present  owner  in  1954. 

Edward  Burleigh.  In  1865  the  Cady  family  sold  the  land  to  "Red" 
Jim  McCarthy.  Mr.  McCarthy  built  the  present  house  and  in  1873  he 
sold  to  the  Carney  family.  The  latter  owned  the  property  until  1909 
when  Charles  I.  Burleigh,  Edward  Burleigh’s  father,  bought  the  house. 

Dr.  John  Moran.  This  was  originally  part  of  Comfort  Chaffee’s  farm 
as  referred  to  in  the  paragraph  on  the  Carl  Larson  farm  on  South  Road. 
In  I860  William  P.  Chaffee,  Comfort’s  grandson,  sold  the  property  to 
Marcus  Alden.  The  latter  evidently  built  part  of  the  present  Moran  house 
before  he  sold  to  Willard  A.  Cady  in  1874.  Mr.  Cady  raised  the  roof  and 
made  other  additions.  Afterwards  Patrick  Hickey  (father  of  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Thresher)  and  the  Nutting  family  (1908—1926)  owned  the  property. 
The  latter  sold  to  Violet  M.  Gottsche  in  1926,  who  in  turn  sold  to  the 
Moran  family  in  1951. 

Kenneth  Moody.  H.  A.  Wood  built  a  house  here  in  the  early  days  and 
in  1855  the  Wood  family  still  lived  here.  They  sold  the  property  to 
James  Lawrence  Firmin,  of  whom  we  will  learn  more  in  a  later  paragraph. 
He  operated  a  cider  mill  built  in  1819  by  Stoddard  Burt  and  also  raised 
peaches.  Julius  Gottsche  was  the  owner  of  the  house  in  the  early  1900’s 
while  Mrs.  Gottsche’s  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin  Hammond,  lived 
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therein.  Mr.  Gottsche  sold  to  the  present  owner  in  1946.  The  Moody 
house  is  not  the  original  Wood  house. 

Walter  Lunden  and  Howard  Gray.  One  of  the  early  owners  of 
Upper  Chapin  Road  (District  of  Wales)  was  Joseph  Chaffee,  the  writer’s 
ancestor.  He  bought  the  land  from  the  Tufts  family  in  1751  and  more 
from  John  Williams  (son  of  Rev.  Stephen  Williams,  the  Boy  Captive  of 
Old  Deerfield)  in  1754  and  1756.  Mr.  Chaffee  owned  500  acres  altogether, 
reaching  from  the  top  of  Bald  Mountain  to  the  Monson  line.  According  to 
Chase’s  History  of  the  Hampden  Congregational  Church,  Joseph  Chaffee 
built  his  house  on  the  spot  afterward  occupied  by  the  Firmin  family  east 
of  Pine  Mountain.  A  cellar  hole  may  be  seen  directly  opposite  from  the 
present  Gray  house  upon  which  we  believe  the  first  Firmin  house  sat. 
This  could  have  been  the  house  the  family  bought  from  Mr.  Chaffee’s 
heirs.  According  to  the  Chaffee  genealogy,  Mr.  Chaffee  died  in  1760, 
five  years  after  he  came  to  town,  and  his  heirs  sold  to  John  Firmin,  a 
shoemaker  of  Springfield,  for  116  pounds  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
partly  in  the  District  of  Wales  and  partly  in  Somers  with  a  dwelling  and 
barn  thereon  including  eight  rods  "near  the  goat  pasture.”  This  would 
lead  us  to  believe  that  the  early  settlers  had  goats  to  help  clear  the  land. 

Ephraim  Chaffee,  Joseph’s  son,  helped  drive  the  wolf  of  Israel 
Putnam  fame  into  the  cave  in  Putnam,  Conn.,  where  it  was  captured.  This 
was  while  the  family  still  lived  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  and  before  they 
moved  to  the  "District  of  Wales!’ 


The  pleasant  home  of  Mr  .and  Mrs.  Walter  Lunden  was  not  so  "pleasant" 
when  it  looked  like  this  in  1913.  Note  the  many  missing  panes  of  glass. 


Some  of  the  later  generations  of  the  Firmin  family  built  two 
similar  houses,  one  of  which  stood  where  the  Gray  residence  now  stands 
and  the  other  of  which  is  now  the  Lunden  residence.  Philander  and 
Philena  Firmin  lived  in  the  Lunden  house  for  many  years,  and  are  still 
remembered  by  some  of  our  oldest  residents.  Rumor  has  it  that  Philander 
and  Philena  never  had  a  cookstove  in  the  house  and  used  the  fireplace 
for  cooking  and  the  brick  oven  for  baking  as  long  as  they  lived.  We  find 
that  Philander,  who  outlived  Philena  by  a  year,  died  in  1882.  It  would 
appear  that  even  as  recently  as  1882  the  fireplace  was  still  a  necessity 
for  cooking  in  at  least  one  house  in  Hampden.  A  later  owner  of  this 
house  with  four  fireplaces  was  Epaphro  A.  Day.  The  Egbert  Walker 
family  lived  here  in  1907—8  and  the  writer  recalls  a  heavy  thunder 
shower  one  night  when  the  barn  was  struck  by  lightning  and  burned 
to  the  ground.  A.  L.  S.  Wood,  dramatic  critic  of  the  Springfield  Union, 
bought  the  place  in  1924  and  he  and  his  wife  started  an  authentic  restor¬ 
ation  of  the  house  which  was  completed  by  the  present  owners  who 
purchased  it  in  1944. 

As  stated  above,  a  house  used  to  stand  where  the  Gray  residence 
is  now  located  which  was  similar  to  the  Lunden  house.  James  Lawrence 
Firmin  was  living  in  the  house  in  1870.  Chester  Dickinson,  uncle  of 
Warren  Dickinson,  was  a  later  owner.  The  house  burned  in  1912  when 
the  David  Brown  family  lived  here.  Warren  Dickinson  lived  in  a  new 
house  on  the  spot  and  sold  to  the  present  owners  in  1952. 

Chester  Dickinson.  William  John  Wood  built  the  upright  part  of 
the  house  in  the  early  1800’s  and  the  ell,  which  is  considerably  older, 
was  moved  across  the  road  from  its  original  site  and  attached  to  the 
main  portion.  In  1829  he  sold  the  residence  to  Orrin  Goodwill  and  in 
1842  the  latter  deeded  it  to  Otis  Chapin.  In  1888  Mr.  Chapin  sold  to 
his  son,  Edmund  Chapin,  who  lived  here  until  the  early  1900’s.  Some 
of  the  older  residents  remember  Edmund  who  used  to  walk  to  the  village 
eccentrically  clad  with  bran  sacks  wrapped  around  his  feet  in  place  of 
shoes.  Other  owners  were  Almira  Thompson,  John  Brown,  Howard 
Wilkes,  Ken  Phillips  and  H.  H.  Thresher. 

The  Jones,  Tufts,  Badger,  and  Ainsworth  families  settled  in  this 
vicinity  in  the  early  days.  Could  any  of  these  families  have  built  the 
present  ell? 

All  of  the  children  on  Chapin  Road  in  this  vicinity  went  to  the 
Scantic  School  and  there  are  still  some  residents  in  town  who  can  locate 
the  old  path  down  over  the  hillside  and  across  the  river  which  was  used 
by  our  boys  and  girls  as  late  as  forty  years  ago.  Chester  Dickinson  in 
1918  was  the  first  child  from  this  section  to  go  to  the  Center  School. 
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School  House  Playground.  In  1855  Milton  Turner  lived  here.  It  is 
assumed  that  when  the  property  was  bought  by  the  Turner  family  the 
''ell”  only  was  in  existence  and  that  the  family  built  the  upright  part  of 
the  house.  Afterwards  the  daughter,  Miss  Emma  Turner,  who  was  born 
in  1836,  lived  in  the  house.  Mrs.  Albert  Payson  Terhune  featured  Miss 
Turner  and  her  residence  in  some  of  her  books  including  "The  Boarder 
Up  at  Em’s.” 

Charles  Turner,  who  was  born  on  this  property,  went  to  Illinois 
before  the  Civil  War  and  often  went  into  Springfield  to  hear  Abraham 
Lincoln  try  a  case  in  court.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  glee  club  which 
sang  at  the  president’s  funeral. 

The  house  and  barn  were  entirely  remodeled  at  one  time  and  an 
ornate  birdhouse  put  on  the  barn,  which  may  still  be  seen  on  the  barn 
of  Mrs.  Beatrice  (Tait)  Henrich.  Upon  Miss  Turner’s  death  the  house 
passed  to  Miss  Louise  Brewer,  her  niece.  When  the  Town  House  was 
built  Nelson  M.  Carew  bought  the  Turner  house  and  moved  it  to  Main 
Street  where  it  is  now  the  home  of  Mrs.  Arthur  D.  Maxfield  and  her 
nephew  G.  W.  Carter. 

Old  Center  Schoolhouses.  We  believe  that  the  first  schoolhouse  in 
the  center  of  the  village  was  erected  by  Rowland  Crocker  in  1796. 
According  to  tradition  it  was  built  north  of  the  house  owned  by  Robert 
Sessions  on  North  Road  where  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.  now  resides.  On 
Sept.  18,  1840,  School  District  No.  4  of  the  town  acquired  title  to  the 
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lot  just  north  of  the  present  playground  and  south  of  the  Methodist 
Church  lot,  of  which  we  will  learn  more  in  a  later  paragraph.  The  school 
lot  was  leased  from  Dr.  Marcius  Cady,  town  physician,  for  99  years  (but 
never  purchased)  and  the  building  farther  north  on  North  Road  was 
moved  down  to  this  spot.  This  schoolhouse  was  used  until  1871—2  when 
the  new  one  was  built  at  the  top  of  the  hill  where  Mrs.  Donalda  Brack’s 
house  now  stands.  The  old  two-story  red  structure  was  then  bought  by 
the  Moses  Warren  family  and  moved  across  the  road  to  the  rear  of  their 
property,  which  is  now  owned  by  Ralph  B.  Hatch.  A  short  time  ago  it 
succumbed  to  the  ravages  of  old  age  and  fell  to  the  ground.  It  was  truly 
one  of  Hampden’s  landmarks. 

The  school  which  stood  where  Mrs.  Brack's  house  is  now  located 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1913  and  a  new  one  erected  which  was  used 
until  the  Town  House  was  built  in  1932,  when  it  was  torn  down. 

Ralph  B.  Hatch.  When  Rev.  Moses  Warren,  Hampden’s  first  minister, 
came  to  town  in  1789  the  property  he  bought  from  Zenas  Parsons  and 
Thomas  Dwight  covered  approximately  the  present  Ralph  Hatch  and 
Ernest  Howlett  properties.  While  the  parson  lived  in  the  present  Howlett 
house  for  41  years,  his  son  Aaron  must  have  tilled  the  soil  on  both  farms 
and  some  member  of  his  family  built  the  Hatch  house. 

Aaron  was  one  of  the  large  land  owners  in  town  and  while  we 
know  he  owned  at  least  to  the  north  boundary  of  the  present  Hatch  prop¬ 
erty  he,  too,  lived  in  the  Howlett  house.  We  know  definitely  that  Moses 
H.,  son  of  Aaron,  spent  his  married  life  in  the  Hatch  house  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  dairy  farmers  in  town.  His  second  wife  was  a  painter 
of  china  dishes  and  many  remember  her  studio  which  stood  north  of  the 
house.  Mrs.  Warren  also  made  many  improvements  in  the  property  and 
remodeled  the  house  into  the  most  attractive  residence  then  in  Hampden 
Village.  She  also  installed  the  first  bathroom  in  the  Center. 

Upon  the  death  of  Moses  Warren  the  property  passed  to  his  son, 
State  Rep.  Fred  A.  Warren,  who  was  born  here  in  1857,  making  the 
latter  the  fourth  generation  of  the  Warren  family  to  own  the  land. 
Fred  Warren  was  prominent  in  National  Republican  Party  circles  and 
was  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Republican  Conventions  that  nominated  both 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  President  William  Howard  Taft. 
Later  owners  of  the  farm  have  been:  Louis  R.  Fisher,  father  of  George 
i  D.  Fisher,  Sr.,  Mr.  Schmidt,  and  the  Hatch  family  who  purchased  the 
property  in  1945. 

First  Site  of  Methodist  Church  —  Now  Federated  Community 
Church.  The  Methodist  Church  used  to  stand  between  the  Old  School- 


house  on  the  south  and  the  house  occupied  by  Carl  Officer  on  the  north. 
The  first  known  owner  of  the  north  half  of  the  lot  was  Samuel  Henry 
and  of  the  south  portion  was  Bathsheba  West,  widow  of  Stephen  West. 
In  1829  Mr.  Henry  sold  the  north  portion  to  Henry  Batten  and  in  1830 
Mrs.  West  sold  the  south  section  to  Mr.  Batten.  On  April  26,  1831  the 
latter  deeded  the  combined  lot  to  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  with  the  understanding  that  a  building  must  be  erected  within 
one  year.  The  church,  therefore,  must  have  been  built  before  April  26, 
1832,  and  is  at  the  time  of  writing  (1957)  125  years  old.  A  retaining  wall 
for  the  church  foundation  can  still  be  seen  about  six  feet  away  from 
the  boundary  wall  leading  up  to  the  back  of  the  lot.  The  church  had  no 
basement  and  no  steeple. 

Probably  the  most  important  clergyman  to  fill  the  pulpit  in  the 
early  days  was  Rev.  Adin  Ballou,  a  founder  and  president  (1841—51)  of 
a  Utopian  community  known  as  Hopedale  Community,  Milford,  Mass. 
A  recent  issue  of  "The  Universalist  Leader’’  carried  an  article  by  Dr. 
Dorothy  T.  Spoerl,  a  professor  at  American  International  College,  on 
Adin  Ballou  and  his  noble  experiment.  A  daughter  of  Davis  Pease  of 
Glendale  Road,  Hampden,  attended  Mr.  Ballou’s  school  at  Hopedale. 

Caroline  (Vinica)  Crocker,  a  relative  of  Mrs.  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr., 
sang  in  an  early  choir  in  this  church  along  with  Mr.  Seaver,  who  lived 
where  Robert  Sazama  now  resides  on  North  Road.  This  was  before  the 
days  of  organs  in  churches  and  Dr.  Daniel  Bottum,  son  of  Dr.  Abiel 
Bottum,  played  the  bass  viol  and  Dea.  Alonzo  B.  Newell  lead  with  the 
tuning  fork. 

In  1859  the  church  was  moved  to  its  present  site  on  Main  Street 
and  is  now  called  the  Federated  Community  Church.  In  the  same  year 
the  lot  on  North  Road  was  sold  to  Abiel  Bottum  for  $50.00.  In  1959 
the  church  will  have  been  on  Main  Street  one  hundred  years. 

Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.  The  first  known  owner  of  this  property  was 
Samuel  Henry  and  we  find  that  he  was  evidently  living  in  the  present 
house  in  1829.  (He  may  have  bought  the  land  from  Bathsheba  West 
and  built  the  house  but  we  are  not  positive  of  the  fact.)  In  1837  Gordon 
Saxton  must  have  been  an  owner  since  in  that  year  he  sold  the  property 
to  Noah  Saxton.  In  1841  the  latter  deeded  the  property  to  Dr.  Abiel 
Bottum  who  practiced  medicine  here  for  46  years,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Dr.  Daniel  Bottum,  who  was  a  physician  in  town  for  a  few  years. 
Later  owners  of  the  property  were:  a  Mrs.  Coates,  Leroy  O.  Howlett, 
Julius  Gottsche,  and  Samuel  Beebe  the  4th  who  bought  in  1911.  Mr. 
Gottsche  has  owned  the  house  since  1940  and  Carl  Officer,  a  son-in-law, 
and  his  family  have  lived  here  for  several  years. 


Robert  Sessions.  This  house  was  the  home  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions 
who  gave  to  the  town  our  present  Town  House  which  includes  school 
rooms,  auditorium,  library  and  town  offices.  Luther  King,  son  of  William 
King,  who  owned  most  of  the  land  in  the  center  at  one  time,  owned 
this  property  in  1793  having  acquired  it  from  his  father.  In  1793  Luther 
King  sold  to  Elizur  Tilloston.  In  1812  the  latter’s  son  sold  the  property 
to  Caleb  Eerre,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Samuel  Beebe  in  1818.  Mr.  Beebe 
conveyed  the  property  in  1824  to  Ephraim  Chaffee.  The  same  year  the 
latter  sold  to  Dr.  Daniel  Ufford,  physician.  In  1826  Ufford  sold  to  Joseph 
Work  and  in  1833  Margaret  Work,  widow  of  Joseph  Work,  conveyed 
the  property  to  Sumner  Sessions  at  auction  for  $1800. 

While  deeds  of  1793  and  1818  referred  to  a  dwelling  on  the 
premises,  as  well  as  two  barns,  it  is  felt  that  the  present  house,  or  at 
least  the  main  part,  was  built  by  Sumner  Sessions.  Several  rooms  of  the 
house  have  elaborate  stenciling  on  the  floor  and  one  floor  has  the  date 
of  1838  stenciled  thereon.  This  could  either  have  been  the  date  the 
stenciling  was  applied  or  the  house  finished. 

Upon  the  death  of  Sumner  Sessions,  who  built  the  Lacousic  Mill, 
the  largest  mill  ever  erected  in  Hampden,  the  farm  passed  to  his  daughter, 
Miss  Harriet  Sessions,  a  long-time  professor  at  Mount  Holyoke  College 
in  the  earliest  days  of  that  institution.  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions  acquired 
the  property  on  the  passing  of  her  cousin,  Miss  Harriet,  and  lived  here 
the  rest  of  her  life  beautifying  the  grounds  with  shrubs  and  flowers  of 


Residence  owned  by  Robert  Sessions.  Photo  taken  about  1890 
shows  Mary  and  Frances,  daughters  of  Sumner  Sessions. 
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all  kinds.  Upon  the  death  of  Miss  Elizabeth  the  house  became  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  her  brother  Frank  L.  Sessions  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  latter’s 
son  Robert  now  owns  the  house  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr. 
live  therein. 

Miss  Mata  Edgerton  and  Miss  Mabel  Austin.  In  1855  this  small 
house  was  James  Stanton’s  Carpenter  Shop  and  it  stood  just  south  of  the 
residence  of  James  Morgan.  About  1867  it  was  moved  down  the  road 
to  a  spot  opposite  the  Sumner  Sessions  place  where  it  became  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Taylor.  After  Mrs.  Taylor’s  death,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Sessions  acquired  the  property  and  sold  the  house  to  W.  D.  McCray  who 
moved  it  to  its  present  scenic  location  behind  the  Arthur  Burger  house. 
Miss  Sessions  then  used  the  cellar  hole  for  a  beautiful  sunken  garden. 
Miss  Edgerton  and  Miss  Austin  bought  the  house  in  1930. 


Charles  R.  Melville.  One  of  the  most  imposing  houses  of  the  town 
is  this  large  square  home  erected  about  1800  by  Capt.  Steward  Beebe 
who  came  from  Haddam,  Conn.,  in  1772  with  his  father  Samuel  Beebe. 
After  returning  from  the  Revolutionary  War  the  captain  built  a  large 
brandy  distillery  farther  north  and  west  of  Mountain  Road. 

Steward’s  son,  Samuel,  was  one  of  the  builders  of  the  Lacousic 
Woolen  Mill.  The  next  in  line,  John  Shotwell  Beebe,  joined  his  cousins 
in  the  hardware  business  in  New  Orleans  and  when  he  returned  to  South 
Wilbraham,  previous  to  the  Civil  War,  he  re-built  the  house,  adding  the 
wrought  iron  balustrades  which  give  the  residence  its  Southern  atmosphere. 

The  property  remained  in  the  Beebe  family  until  1911  when  the 
last  Samuel  sold  it  to  Julius  Gottsche.  For  a  time  it  was  owned  by  Mrs. 
J.  L.  Moore  who  ran  it  rather  unsuccessfully  as  the  Maple  Tree  Inn  about 


Reflecting  southern  dignity,  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Melville 
looks  very  much  today  as  it  did  when  the  Beebe  family  lived  here. 
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1915.  During  the  First  World  War  it  was  owned  by  Alphonse  U.  Premont. 
At  that  time  the  house  had  24  rooms  but  a  later  owner,  Mr.  Carl  Nordman, 
removed  the  ell  leaving  only  the  main  part,  when  the  property  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Melville  family  in  1940.  The  present  owners  have  restored 
this  portion  to  its  original  beauty. 

Herbert  Wessman.  The  land  which  now  comprises  this  farm  was 
owned  at  one  time  by  Mrs.  Ebenezer  Beebe,  Elizur  Tillotson  and  Elisha 
Tillotson,  and  we  find  that  in  1807  and  1808  they  deeded  it  to  Robert 
Sessions,  Sr.  In  1812  Mr.  Sessions  transferred  the  property  to  his  son, 
Robert,  Jr.,  the  same  year  the  latter  returned  from  the  War  of  1812,  in 
which  he  was  one  of  Hampden’s  two  representatives. 

Robert  Sessions,  Jr.,  was  the  founder  of  the  local  Methodist 
Church.  The  farm  passed  upon  his  death  to  his  son  Horace  Sessions. 
The  latter  was  the  father  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions,  donor  of  the  Town 
House,  who  was  born  in  an  old  house  on  this  farm,  across  from  the  one 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Wessman.  The  old  house  was  torn  down  some  years 
ago.  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions’  brother  Frank  L.,  a  noted  inventor,  who 
lived  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  also  born  on  this  farm. 

After  the  Sessions  family  moved  west  the  property  was  sold  to 
Charles  Henry  Burleigh  who  owned  it  until  his  death.  Mr.  Burleigh  gave 
the  town  the  World  War  I  Memorial  on  the  Village  Green.  The  house 
has  been  owned  by  Mr.  Wessman  since  1924. 

Russell  B.  Neff.  One  of  the  first  houses  in  Hampden  was  built  by  Ezekiel 
Russell  in  the  hollow  east  of  this  residence.  We  believe  it  must  have  been 
erected  about  1759  since  in  that  year  Mr.  Russell  bought  considerable 
land  in  this  area  from  Abraham  Skinner,  Jr.  The  original  Russell  farm 
which  included  the  present  Neff  and  Flynn  properties  was  famous  in 
the  countryside  for  its  fine  peaches.  It  also  had  a  splendid  flock  of  Merino 
sheep  and  the  finest  Durham  cattle  to  be  found  in  this  section.  Flax  was 
also  raised  here. 

Modern  parents  sometimes  feel  that  weddings  of  today  cause  a 
great  deal  more  work  than  old  time  nuptials,  but  we  find  that  this  would 
not  be  true  in  the  case  of  at  least  one  member  of  the  Russell  family. 
When  Ezekiel’s  daughter  Eunice  became  engaged  to  Erial  Day  some  time 
before  1790  she  took  flax  grown  on  her  father’s  farm  and  wove  linen 
for  her  sheets  and  for  her  bed  canopy.  The  latter  she  embroidered  in 
"crewel  work’’  with  indigo  dyed  yarn  which  she  herself  had  spun  from 
wool  from  her  father’s  sheep,  and  dyed  with  vegetable  dyes.  Her  great- 
great-great-granddaughter,  Mrs.  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.,  treasures  that  bed 
canopy  today. 


In  1782  Ezekiel  Russell,  Sr.,  deeded  the  south  portion  of  his  farm 
to  Ezekiel  Russell,  Jr.  The  next  owner  was  the  latter’s  son,  Benjamin  Hills 
Russell.  The  noted  minister,  Rev.  Ezekiel  Russell,  D.D.,  son  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  in  the  old  house  in  1805.  Dr.  Russell  was  pastor  for  ten  years 
of  the  old  twin-steepled  wooden  Congregational  Church  which  used  to 
stand  where  the  High  School  of  Commerce  is  now  located  on  State  Street 
in  Springfield.  He  later  founded  the  Congregational  Church  in  Holbrook, 
Mass.,  which  celebrated  its  centennial  in  1956,  and  preached  in  that  town 
for  22  years.  One  of  his  daughters,  Caroline,  married  Charles  Coffin  of 
Lynn,  Mass.,  founder  and  first  president  of  the  General  Electric  Company. 
Another  daughter  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Holbrook,  for  whose 
family  the  town  was  named.  Mrs.  Russell  was  a  relative  of  the  famous 
Storrs  family  of  Longmeadow  who  gave  our  country  several  leading 
Congregational  divines  and  who  donated  the  money  for  the  Richard 
Salter  Storrs  Library  in  Longmeadow.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  are 
buried  in  that  town  with  the  Storrs  family. 

Upon  the  death  of  Benjamin  Russell  his  son,  Horace  M.  Russell, 
bought  the  farm  from  the  other  heirs  and  owned  it  until  1862  when  he 
sold  it  to  John  S.  Beebe.  The  south  part  of  the  farm  thus  passed  out  of 
the  Russell  family  after  they  had  owned  it  over  100  years.  Later  owners 
were  Simon  S.  Hunt,  Horace  M.  Sessions,  Abner  C.  Burleigh,  Charles 
H.  Burleigh  and  Frederic  M.  Jones,  Mr.  Neff’s  father-in-law,  who  bought 
in  1924.  || 

The  old  Russell  Road,  named  after  the  Russell  family,  started  in 
front  of  the  present  Wessman  house  and  went  northeast  out  through 
the  lot  past  the  Russell  house,  then  turned  east  over  Big  Brook  and  came 
down  past  the  old  William  J.  Sessions  house  to  Glendale  Road  opposite 
the  former  Richard  Joyce  house.  Another  branch  of  the  Russell  Road 
must  have  gone  north  from  the  Russell  house  and  come  out  on  present 
North  Road  near  the  Beaumier  house.  Many  of  the  old  deeds  refer  to 
the  Russell  Road. 

Mrs.  Helen  (Flynn)  Enslin.  This  property  was  part  of  the  north  por¬ 
tion  of  the  old  Russell  Farm,  which  has  been  covered  in  the  previous 
paragraphs.  In  the  early  days  a  log  house  with  a  large  cellar,  which  was 
built  by  the  Russell  family,  used  to  stand  directly  opposite  the  Flynn- 
Enslin  residence.  Perhaps  Ezekiel  Russell,  Sr.,  erected  it  when  he  came 
to  town  in  1759  and  lived  therein  while  building  the  homestead  down 
on  the  Russell  Road.  J  f 

In  1792  Ezekiel  Russell,  Sr.,  sold  the  major  portion  of  the  present 
Flynn-Enslin  farm  to  his  son,  Robert  Russell.  There  is  a  brick  in  the  \ 
chimney  of  the  present  house  bearing  the  date  of  1799,  which  would  lead  j 


The  former  Russell-W right  house  makes  a  comfortable  home  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Enslin.  Mrs.  Enslin’s  father,  aunt,  and  grandparents  (the  latter  the  Daniel 
Flynn’s),  are  posing  for  the  photographer. 


one  to  believe  that  this  is  the  year  Robert  Russell  built  it.  His  daughter 
Hepzibah  married  Solomon  Wright  and  in  1832  Mr.  Russell  deeded  the 
farm  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright,  the  latter  couple  agreeing  to  take  care  of 
the  father  and  mother  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Solomon  and  Hepzibah  Wright  evidently  moved  to  Wilbraham 
in  1839,  together  with  their  son  Robert  Rand  Wright  who  was  born 
here  in  1811.  The  latter  was  a  merchant  in  Wilbraham  for  35  years  and 
a  trustee  of  Wilbraham  Academy  for  60  years.  He  was  one  of  that  town’s 
most  respected  citizens  and  there  is  a  full  page  photograph  of  him  in 
Peck’s  History  of  Wilbraham,  an  honor  accorded  to  a  very  few.  Robert 
Russell  Wright,  son  of  Robert  Rand  Wright  was  mayor  of  Denver, 
Colo.,  for  a  number  of  years. 

After  the  Wright  family  left  town,  the  farm  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Beebe  family  and  in  1865  we  find  Albert  S.  Beebe  paid  a  tax 
thereon.  Daniel  Flynn,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Enslin,  bought  the  farm  from 
Mary  J.  Beebe,  widow  of  Albert  S.  Beebe,  in  1873.  After  the  death  of 
Daniel  Flynn  the  farm  was  owned  by  his  son,  John  J.  Flynn,  until  the 
latter  died  some  years  ago. 

This  scenically  located  gambrel  roofed  house  with  cavernous 
fireplace  and  bake  oven  is  one  of  the  best  examples  of  an  unspoiled  colo¬ 
nial  house  in  our  town. 

Theodore  Ballard.  The  first  transfer  found  for  this  property  was  in 
1817  when  Enoch  Crocker  bought  the  acre  of  land  from  Mrs.  Mary 
Merrick,  who  inherited  it  from  her  father.  Her  maiden  name  is  un¬ 
known  and  it  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  trace  the  property  back  any 
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further.  However,  it  is  assumed  that  the  house  stood  on  the  lot  in  1817 
in  view  of  its  early  American  construction.  Enoch  Crocker  sold  to  Robert 
Russell  and  in  1830  Mr.  Russell  sold  to  Robert  Sessions,  Jr.,  for  $400. 

In  1836  Mr.  Sessions  deeded  the  house  to  Gersham  Crocker,  who  in  turn 
sold  to  Reuben  H.  Chaffee  in  1841.  Other  early  owners  were  Sullivan 
Stanton  (1854),  Electa  E.  Graves,  Louisa  A.  Reed,  Prentice  B.  Moore  and 
Dr.  A.  A.  Starbuck.  Recent  owners  have  been  Theophilus  Strahan  and 
Harry  Prosl.  While  the  outside  of  the  house  has  been  made  to  resemble 
a  Swiss  chalet,  the  inside  retains  most  of  its  old  features,  including  pegged 
beams,  wide  boards,  large  crude  fireplace,  bake  oven,  and  the  hooks  in 
the  ceiling  in  front  of  the  fireplace. 

George  A.  Beaumier.  Daniel  Foskit  lived  here  in  1854  and  conducted 
a  grist  mill  on  the  brook  behind  the  house  where  Solomon  Wright,  to 
whom  reference  has  been  made  in  the  paragraph  on  the  Flynn-Enslin 
house,  had  conducted  one  many  years  before.  Miner  Hitchcock  came  to 
town  in  1858  and  bought  the  property.  Edward  N.  Hitchcock,  his  son,  1 
a  Civil  War  veteran,  was  a  later  owner.  Since  the  house  is  not  too  old 
it  is  assumed  that  the  Hitchcock  family  built  it. 

Robert  Sazama  —  Mf.  Vision  Farm.  The  original  owner  of  the  land 
on  which  this  house  was  built  was  Increase  Sikes,  whose  widow  sold  to  t 
James  Thwing  in  1751.  Later  owners  were  Samuel  Meacham  (1755), 
and  Joseph  Jones  (1765),  who  built  a  house  here.  The  latter  sold  to 
Mathew  Cone,  brother  of  Ichabod  Cone,  in  1775.  A  later  Matthew  Cone 
fought  in  the  War  in  1812  and  drew  a  pension  for  his  services.  This  j 
particular  gentleman  was  a  "drover”  and  for  years  bought  cattle  and  hogs 
in  the  West  and  sold  them  in  the  Brighton  and  Boston  markets.  We 
believe  the  present  house  was  built  by  the  Cone  family  who  owned  the 
property  until  1863  when  Carson  K.  Cone  sold  to  Allen  Seaver.  The 
Seaver  family  lived  here  until  1900  when  they  deeded  the  farm  to  Dr. 
Henry  Warner.  Both  he  and  his  father  were  physicians  in  Hampden. 

Carl  Warner,  son  of  Dr.  Henry  Warner,  was  probably  the  first  i 
person  in  town  to  buy  an  automobile  and  drive  it  home.  The  car  was  L 
one  of  the  earliest  types  made  and  had  wagon  wheels.  Pupils  at  the  Old  1 
School  on  the  Hill  remember  the  day  that  he  drove  it  into  town  and  the  Jr 
several  trials  he  made  before  finally  negotiating  the  hill  near  the  house  I : 
now  owned  by  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.  I 

In  1909,  upon  the  death  of  the  doctor,  his  widow  sold  to  W.  J.  I 
McKay,  vice  president  of  the  Springfield  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  f 
who  in  turn  deeded  the  property  to  Emerson  Gaylord  in  1919.  The  latter  I 
sold  to  the  Sazama  family  in  1938. 


Allen  Seaver  in  front  of  the  home 
py  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Sazama. 


—  the  home  of  Abner  C.  Burleigh,  who  may  be  seen  with  57 

id  some  of  the  "hired  help.”  The  house  burned  in  1915. 


The  mountain  directly  west  of  the  Sazama  house  is  known  as 
Mt.  Vision  and  there  is  a  quaint  tale  as  to  the  derivation  of  its  name. 
One  of  the  old  men  who  used  to  live  on  this  property  was  accustomed 
to  climb  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  daily,  each  time  carrying  a  single 
stone,  with  which  in  time  he  built  a  crude  altar.  It  was  his  habit  to  spend 
considerable  time  at  his  altar  in  mediation  and  he  was  said  to  have  had 
visions  of  some  kind.  Some  times  these  visions  would  appear  in  a  few 
minutes,  while  other  times  he  would  stay  on  the  mountain  all  day  before 
anything  miraculous  happened.  The  pile  of  stones  may  still  be  seen  today. 
The  old  man  was  probably  one  of  the  Cones,  as  an  1870  map  of  Hampden 
County  calls  the  mountain  Mt.  Vision  and  this  farm  has  carried  the  same 
name  for  many  years. 

Mt.  Vision  was  a  "lookout”  on  an  old  Indian  trail  and  some  stones 
imbedded  in  the  ground  on  the  mountain  bear  identification  marks  placed 
there  by  Indians.  This  was  part  of  the  "high”  trail  which  followed  Ridge 
Road  along  the  top  of  Wilbraham  Mountain.  The  Indian  "low”  trial 
followed  Big  Brook  which  crosses  Main  Street  near  the  Kirk  residence. 

E.  Norton  Davis  —  Sunnyside  Farm.  Rowland  Crocker,  who  after¬ 
wards  answered  the  call  to  Lexington,  bought  this  lot  "with  a  house 
thereon”  from  Abel  King  in  1774.  We  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
present  house  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  now  live.  Enoch  Crocker  and 
Ichabod  Cone  were  the  first  known  owners  of  the  present  Davis  home. 
Enoch  was  one  of  Wilbraham’s  selectman  in  1823  and  this  property  was 
called  the  Capt.  Crocker  Farm  in  some  of  the  old  records.  Ichabod  Cone 
kept  the  "town’s  poor”  in  1830. 

Abner  C.  Burleigh  bought  the  farm  in  1844.  The  house  where  the 
Davis  family  now  resides  used  to  be  located  across  the  road  and  Mr. 
Burleigh  moved  it  to  its  present  location  and  lived  therein  until  1855, 
when  he  built  the  fine  large  farmhouse  called  "Sunnyside”  on  the  site 
of  the  present  packing  house.  This  home  burned  in  1915. 

Mr.  Burleigh  set  out  one  of  the  largest  apple  and  peach  orchards 
in  the  town  and  was  one  of  the  few  men  to  import  foreign  labor  to 
work  on  his  property.  His  son,  Lucius  Burleigh,  operated  the  farm  during 
the  late  1800  s  and  early  1900’s,  and  upon  his  death  it  was  sold  to  Herbert 
L.  Handy  of  Springfield  and  the  late  Amos  A.  Merrill.  Later  Mr.  Davis 
joined  Mr.  Merrill,  owning  as  partners  the  business  built  up  by  Mrs.  Davis’ 
great-uncle,  Abner  Burleigh.  The  Davis  family  have  lived  here  since  1932 
and  are  now  the  sole  owners. 
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Our  ancestors  went  up  this  road  every  Sunday  morning  by  ox-cart  and 
horseback  en  route  to  the  Wilbraham  Congregational  Church  on  Wig¬ 
wam  Hill,  Wilbraham  Mountain.  It  was  necessary  that  they  do  this  for 
over  40  years  (1741—1783)  since  our  mother  town  would  not  let  us 
have  preaching  here. 

The  lower  part  of  this  road  (up  to  and  including  the  present 
Peterson  house)  was  a  part  of  Lot  #81  assigned  to  Col.  Pynchon,  to 
which  reference  was  made  in  the  portion  on  Wilbraham  Road.  In  1746 
Aaron  Stebbins,  2nd,  bought  the  western  half  of  the  lot  from  the  Pynchon 
family  and  it  remained  in  his  possession  until  his  death.  An  agreement 
was  signed  in  1790  dividing  the  land  among  his  heirs. 

Miss  Edith  Ransom.  A  very  old  house  used  to  stand  here  in  which 
William  Crocker  lived  at  one  time.  Mr.  Carl  Nordman  built  the  present 
house  of  lumber  from  the  ell  of  the  present  Melville  house. 

James  J.  Morgan.  After  the  death  of  Aaron  Stebbins  the  2nd  this 
property  passed  to  William  Warriner  and  his  wife  Lois,  who  was  Mr. 
Stebbins’  daughter.  When  they  sold  to  Gideon  Burt  in  1793  there  was 
a  house  here  and  the  architecture  of  the  Morgan  house  would  lead  us  to 
believe  that  it  is  the  same  one.  Subsequent  owners  were:  1795—6  Gilbert 
Stebbins;  1796—1827  Steward  Beebe  and  family;  1827  William  Wood; 
1827—72  James  Stanton;  1872—4  Azariah  Butler  and  Amelia  Stimson. 
From  1874—1915  the  property  belonged  to  various  members  of  the 


The  cosy  home  of  Air.  and  Airs.  James  J.  Alorgan  includes  a 
beautiful  view  of  Alt.  Minnechaug  and  the  surrounding  hills. 


Richard  Beebe  family  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Beebe  lived  in  the  house  and 
is  remembered  by  the  older  residents  of  the  town.  Later  owners  of  this 
property  have  been  C.  H.  Burleigh,  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Balcom,  A.  U. 
Premont  and  Dr.  William  Goodell,  who  sold  to  the  present  owners  in 
1937.  James  Stanton,  who  lived  here  during  the  Civil  War,  was  prominent 
in  the  Underground  Railroad  Movement  and  this  place  was  known  to 
be  a  definite  "station!’  Still  posted  on  the  inside  of  an  upstairs  closet 
door  is  a  page  from  an  1840  "Anti-Slavery  Almanac”  luridly  depicting 
an  overseer  brandishing  his  whip,  and  a  negro  hanging. 

This  Cape  Cod  type  house  has  remained  practically  unchanged 
throughout  the  years  and  still  retains  its  old  hardware,  iridescent  window 
panes,  and  hand  adzed  wainscotting. 

Edward  H.  Peterson.  In  1788  the  Aaron  Stebbins  family  sold  this 
property  to  Ephraim  Chapin.  A  portion  of  the  present  house  may  have 
been  built  by  the  Stebbins  family  or  by  Mr.  Chapin,  who  in  turn  sold 
to  Zenas  Cone  in  1798.  In  1817  the  property  passed  to  his  son,  Orin 
Cone.  The  Cone  family  made  additions  to  the  residence,  including  the 
Greek  Revival  Porch.  This  old  house  with  its  center  chimney  and  four 
fireplaces  has  been  beautifully  restored,  preserving  the  wide  floor  boards 
and  lovely  old  paneling. 

In  1838  David  R.  McCray  came  to  work  for  the  Cone  family  as 
a  boy  and  in  1875  acquired  the  farm,  which  afterwards  passed  to  his 
son  David  Lincoln  McCray.  The  latter’s  son,  William  D.  McCray,  had 
one  of  the  last  yokes  of  oxen  in  the  town.  In  Peck’s  History  of  Wilbraham 
may  be  seen  a  picture  of  Mr.  McCray  and  his  oxen  at  the  historical 
parade  in  that  town  in  1913.  It  was  in  the  cleaning  of  the  attic  of  this 
house  as  a  bride  that  Mrs.  D.  L.  McCray  found  many  old  newspapers 
which  contained  many  Hampden  items.  This  started  her  hobby  of  pasting 
in  scrapbooks  all  of  the  Hampden  news  in  the  Springfield  newspapers. 
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She  kept  this  up  for  many  years  and  the  work  is  still  being  carried  on 
by  this  writer. 

In  1920  the  property  passed  to  Frederick  W.  Fuller  who  made 
extensive  alterations  and  in  1938  he  sold  it  to  August  Enslin.  Subsequent 
owners  have  been  Raymond  Perreault,  William  Deems,  and  Kenneth 
Abbey.  The  latter  sold  to  the  present  owners  in  1950. 


The  cheerful  Eduard  Peterson  home  combines 
early  American  charm  with  present  day  comforts. 


The  old  Crocker  house  which  stood  on  the  Ernest  Woods’  site.  Clear 
sparkling  water  may  be  drawn  today  from  Lydia  Crocker' s  well. 


Ernest  Woods.  Enoch  Crocker  built  a  house  on  this  spot  some  time 
after  1795  where  the  Crocker  family  lived  for  many  years.  In  1773 
Samuel  Beebe  and  his  family  had  moved  from  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  built 
a  home  west  of  Mountain  Road  on  property  now  owned  by  George  Ingle, 
near  an  apple  orchard  which  used  to  be  owned  by  H.  H.  Thresher.  The 
next  generation  of  Beebes  deserted  it  for  the  present  Melville  house,  and 
at  least  one  run-away  slave  was  in  later  years  hidden  in  his  grandfather  s 
house  by  Samuel  Beebe. 

As  the  years  went  by  the  old  Crocker  house  became  in  poor  con¬ 
dition  and  was  torn  down  by  D.  Lincoln  McCray,  a  later  owner,  about 
1890.  Mr.  McCray  then  moved  the  Beebe  house  referred  to  in  the  above 
paragraph  to  the  old  Crocker  cellar  hole,  and  it  is  in  this  house  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woods  now  live.  Byron  Stebbins,  who  used  to  live  on 
Wilbraham  Road,  in  the  old  Granger  Stebbins  House,  was  in  charge  of 
the  moving.  The  present  owners  bought  the  property  in  1941  from 
August  Enslin.  We  have  a  photograph  of  the  old  Crocker  house  taken 
some  years  before  it  was  demolished. 


Prospect  Hill  Cemetery  and  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Ceme¬ 
tery.  This  entire  tract  of  land  was  given  to  the  town  in  1876  by  Mrs. 
Lucetta  (Chaffee)  Howlett,  widow  of  Ebenezer  Howlett.  We  think  a 
sign  should  be  erected  at  the  main  gate  to  Prospect  Hill  Cemetery  giving 
its  name  and  the  name  of  the  donor.  Next  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions, 
Mrs.  Howlett  was  Hampden’s  greatest  benefactor.  She  gave  not  only  the 
cemetery  land  but  the  bell  in  the  Federated  Community  Church  steeple. 
She  also  left  the  Methodist  Church  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  her 
will.  She  gave  the  cemetery  land  with  the  provision  that  no  one  was 
ever  to  be  charged  for  a  burial  lot. 
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In  1881  a  portion  of  the  cemetery  was  deeded  to  Rev.  P.  T. 
O’Reilly,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Springfield,  which  has  since  been 
known  as  St.  Mary’s  Cemetery.  Yet  unborn  Catholics  and  Protestants  will 
benefit  from  Mrs.  Howlett’s  generosity. 

The  donor  and  her  Chaffee  relatives  are  buried  in  the  northeast 
corner,  her  private  plot  having  granite  boundary  markers  on  the  west  side. 

The  first  burial  after  the  cemetery  was  given  to  the  town  was  that 
of  Charles  Griswold  in  1876,  who  used  to  live  where  Carl  Hatch  now 
resides.  However,  monuments  dating  back  to  1836  on  some  of  the  Vinica, 
Crocker,  and  Whitaker  lots  on  the  lower  level  lead  one  to  believe  that 
these  families  must  have  purchased  lots  from  Mrs.  Howlett  or  her  ances¬ 
tors  long  before  it  was  given  to  the  town,  in  the  same  way  the  older 
residents  used  to  buy  lots  in  the  Old  Cemetery  directly  from  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  George  T.  Ballard. 

Carl  Hatch.  In  1855  Theodore  Griswold  lived  here.  Other  owners  have 
been  the  Prentiss  family,  Francis  Edmunds,  a  Civil  War  veteran,  Fred  E. 
Keyes,  Dr.  Charles  J.  Allen,  a  Springfield  dentist  and  George  Ferguson. 
The  latter  sold  to  the  present  owner. 

William  Conry.  The  little  house  behind  the  Fairbanks  residence  was 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Lucetta  Howlett,  referred  to  above,  and  the  cemeteries 
came  from  her  farm.  She  was  born  on  October  14,  1805  in  this  house 
which  used  to  stand  where  the  Fairbanks  house  was  afterwards  erected. 
It  was  owned  by  her  father,  Simeon  Chaffee,  Jr.,  and  probably  goes  back 
to  Simeon  Chaffee,  Sr.,  and  to  the  latter’s  father,  John  Chaffee,  of  whom 
we  will  learn  more  in  the  paragraph  on  the  Robert  Pease  place. 

John  Gordon,  sexton  of  the  local  cemeteries,  owned  the  property 
in  the  early  1900’s.  His  son  James  moved  it  back  to  its  present  location 
and  on  the  original  site  erected  the  Fairbanks  house.  John  Gordon  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  in  the  old  Chaffee-Howlett  house  until  he  died.  Afterwards 
it  passed  through  the  hands  of  Nelson  M.  Carew  and  Mrs.  Helen  Combs 
to  the  Conry’s  in  1954. 


The  Lucetta 
( Chaffee) 
Howlett  house, 
now  owned 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Conry. 
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Mrs.  Robert  Pease.  Mrs.  Pease  has  some  priceless  original  deeds  for 
her  farm  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  from  pre-Revolu- 
tionary  days.  The  first  known  owner  of  the  land  was  John  Chaffee,  brother 
of  Joseph  Chaffee,  who  was  an  early  owner  of  property  on  Upper  Chapin 
Road.  In  1764  John  Chaffee  bought  three  tracts  of  land  from  Benjamin 
Skinner  and  probably  this  farm  was  included  therein.  In  1769  he  gave 
to  his  son-in-law,  Phineas  Stebbins  "in  consideration  of  that  love  and 
goodwill  which  I  do  bear  to  my  son-in-law”  certain  lots  of  land  including 
this  farm.  Mrs.  Pease  has  the  original  deed  covering  this  transfer.  It  is 
headed  "County  of  Hampshire,  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay”  and  was 
written  in  the  "ninth  year  of  Reign  of  our  Loving  Lord  George  III ,  King 
of  England”  Other  deeds  in  her  possession  cover  the  transfer  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  to  Walter  Stebbins  in  1807,  and  from  the  latter  to  Horace  Pease, 
grandfather  of  the  late  Robert  Pease  in  1843. 

The  original  house,  evidently  erected  by  Phineas  Stebbins,  stood 
in  its  last  days  at  the  corner  of  Scantic  and  South  Monson  Roads,  just  west 
of  Mrs.  Pease’s  residence,  having  been  moved  from  the  south  side  of 
Scantic  Road.  Robert  S.  Pease  built  the  present  house  and  tore  down 
the  old  one. 

George  Webber.  The  Chaffee  families  owned  this  farm  for  several 
generations  and  Simeon  Chaffee,  son  of  John,  had  a  house  on  the  property 
as  early  as  1776.  In  1820  Emery  Chaffee  lived  on  this  spot.  Marcius 
Chaffee,  a  corporal  in  the  Civil  War,  and  father  of  Misses  Mable,  Jennie, 
and  Herbert  Chaffee  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Soper,  lived  here  for  many  years. 
The  present  house  was  built  68  years  ago,  after  the  original  one  burned. 
Nelson  M.  Carew  acquired  it  in  1920.  The  Webber’s  bought  from 
Theodore  B.  Meyer  in  1953. 

Charles  Reddish.  One  of  the  first  houses  in  Hampden  was  evidently 
built  on  this  farm.  In  1753  Henry  Chapin  sold  this  portion  of  Lot  #112 
to  Benjamin  Skinner  "with  buildings  thereon”  Since  the  Chapin  family 
received  the  original  grant  of  land  some  member  must  have  erected  the 
buildings  to  which  reference  was  made.  This  is  the  same  Chapin  family 
who  were  the  early  owners  of  the  farm  on  Somers  Road  which  eventually 
passed  to  their  descendant,  the  late  George  A.  Chapin. 

In  1764  Benjamin  Skinner  sold  the  present  Reddish  farm  to  John 
Chaffee  and  in  1769  the  latter  deeded  it  to  Amos  Chaffee,  who  in  turn 
sold  it  to  Simeon  Chaffee  in  1774.  The  next  known  owner  was  Orrin 
Goodwill.  He  may  have  bought  the  farm  when  he  sold  his  house  on 
Chapin  Road  in  1842  to  Otis  Chapin  or  he  may  have  inherited  it  from 


his  father  Justin  Goodwill.  The  latter  was  a  teacher  in  the  Scantic  School 
in  1828. 

Orrin  Goodwill  built  the  present  house  and  tore  down  the  original 
one  which  stood  nearer  the  road.  In  1883  the  Goodwill  heirs  sold  to 
Nelson  M.  Carew,  veteran  selectman,  who  lived  here  with  his  family  for 
41  years.  Homer  L.  Hatch  of  Hatch’s  store  was  the  next  owner  and  the 
Reddish  family  bought  the  property  in  1947  from  Walter  E.  Robinson. 

Percy  Fuller.  In  1765  David  Perry  bought  part  of  the  land  which  now 
comprises  this  farm  from  Paul  Langdon.  He  must  have  built  a  house 
thereon  before  1771  since  we  find  in  an  assessor’s  list  for  that  year  for 
the  town  of  Wilbraham  he  was  taxed  for  a  house  in  this  section  of  the 
town.  In  1774  he  bought  additional  land  from  William  Stacy.  Records 
reveal  that  in  1785  he  sold  the  farm  to  Jonathan  Chappel  and  in  1792 
Mr.  Chappel  in  turn  deeded  it  to  Ebenezer  Stacy  and  Edward  Morris, 
the  former  receiving  the  barn  and  the  latter  the  house.  We  do  not  find 
to  whom  they  deeded  their  shares  but  perhaps  either  Nathaniel  Pease  or 
Nathan  Pease  was  the  buyer.  We  definitely  know  that  John  Ormsby  was 
a  later  owner  and  that  in  1854  he  sold  to  Henry  Bodurtha.  Later  owners 
were:  George  Walker  (1867);  and  George  Shaw  (1894),  and  in  1905 
Mrs.  Jennie  Shaw,  wife  of  George  Shaw  deeded  the  property  to  Joseph 
and  Ethel  Ricard.  In  1924  Mrs.  Ricard  sold  the  farm  to  the  present  owners. 

We  were  unable  to  ascertain  who  built  the  present  house  but  do 
not  believe  it  was  the  one  erected  by  Mr.  Perry  previous  to  1771.  It  is 
interesting  to  note,  however,  that  today  there  is  a  road  between  the  house 
and  the  barn,  as  probably  there  was  back  in  the  days  when  Mr.  Chappel 
sold  the  house  to  one  person  and  the  barn  to  another. 

Donald  Dickinson.  The  Button  family  may  have  been  the  early  owners 
of  this  property.  The  first  known  owners,  however,  of  the  present  house 
were  the  Kellogg  family  and  it  is  assumed  that  they  built  it.  Both  Mathes 
V.  Kellogg,  who  died  in  1873  and  his  son  Lyman,  who  died  in  1883,  kept 
the  "town’s  poor"  and  this  is  the  reason  an  1855  map  calls  it  an  "asylum!’ 

Ormel  Davis  was  a  later  owner  and  he  must  have  moved  the  house 
back  to  its  present  location  since  it  used  to  be  nearer  Scantic  Road.  Erwin 
H.  Temple  bought  the  farm  from  Mr.  Davis  in  1886  and  resided  here 
for  many  years.  He  made  extensive  improvements,  raised  the  roof,  and 
installed  one  of  the  first  bathrooms  in  Hampden.  Walter  E.  Temple,  son 
of  Erwin,  lived  here  after  the  death  of  his  father.  On  the  death  of  the 
latter  the  Temple  heirs  rented  the  farm,  selling  in  1955  to  Donald  Dickin¬ 
son  whose  family  had  lived  here  since  1942. 


Edwin  Dunlea.  Abner  Badger  and  Amos  Chaffee  had  grist  mills  on 
Temple  Brook  in  pre-Revolutionary  days.  Amos,  who  lived  near  here  in 
1769  was  a  brother  to  Simeon  and  a  son  of  John  Chaffee.  In  1778  he 
moved  from  town,  selling  his  property  to  Simeon  and  Abner  Badger. 

In  1885  several  families  by  the  name  of  Bemis  lived  in  the 
immediate  vicinity.  Isaac  Bemis  appears  to  have  owned  this  house  and 
another  one  directly  across  the  road.  Mrs.  Walter  Temple  tells  us  that 
the  cellarhole  for  the  latter  house  is  still  in  existence. 

About  1870  the  manufacture  of  paper  was  carried  on  in  what 
is  now  the  barn  on  this  property.  John  Warren  who  lived  where  Mrs. 
Ernest  Howlett  now  resides  operated  the  mill  for  a  number  of  years. 

Other  residents  in  the  house  have  been  E.  S.  Brewer  and  Homer 
Pease,  father  of  Raymond  Pease.  Erwin  H.  Temple  was  a  later  owner 
and  his  son  Walter  Temple  lived  here  for  some  years.  The  Temple  heirs 
still  own  the  property. 


Carroll  Willey.  This  building  is  the  old  Scantic  school  which  was 
built  by  David  Burt  in  1796.  Homer  L.  Hatch  loaned  us  some  old  assessor’s 
papers  which  showed  all  the  people  assessed  to  support  District  No.  5 
school  in  1853.  This  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  families  in  the  Scantic* 
Section  one  hundred  years  ago.  Each  district  supported  its  own  school. 
After  the  building  ceased  to  be  used  for  school  purposes,  it  was  bought 
by  Walter  E.  Temple  in  1934  and  Mrs.  Temple  now  owns  it. 


Raymond  Pease.  In  1858  Amariah  Bemis  sold  the  property  to  Uriah 
Van  Horn,  who  in  turn  sold  to  William  Johnson  in  I860.  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  married  a  daughter  of  Norman  Chaffee  of  the  Wesson  Farms,  sold 
to  William  D.  Howlett  in  1869.  The  heirs  of  the  latter  deeded  the  farm 
to  the  Pease  family  in  1904. 
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A  colonial 
diagonal  post 
and  board  fence 
encloses  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Raymond 
Pease's  cottage. 
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Mrs.  Henry  Atherton  ( old  house).  The  earliest  known  owner  of  this 
house  was  Harvey  Pease.  In  1885  it  was  owned  by  his  son  Morris  Pease. 
It  afterwards  passed  to  the  latter’s  son  Nelson  Pease  who  lived  here  alone 
for  many  years  after  the  death  of  his  mother.  Nelson  M.  Carew  was  a 
later  owner  and  he  sold  the  property  to  Mrs.  Atherton. 


Wesson  or  Atherton-Rockwell  Farms.  The  first  known  owner  of 
the  land  in  this  section  was  Joseph  Chaffee,  to  whom  reference  was  made 
in  the  section  on  Chapin  Road.  He  was  a  brother  of  John  who  owned 
considerable  property  on  Scantic  Road.  As  we  have  learned  previously, 
Joseph  bought,  during  the  years  1751—56,  500  acres  of  land  extending 
from  the  top  of  Bald  Mountain  to  the  Monson  line. 

The  Chaffee  family  sold  land  in  this  area  to  Henry  Badger 
and  Abner  Badger  and  these  gentlemen  constructed  mills  here.  Henry 
Badger  built  a  house  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  and  was  one  of 
those  who  arose  early  on  Sunday  mornings  and  took  the  long  ride  on 
horseback  to  the  Congregationtal  Church  on  Wigwam  Hill,  Wilbraham. 
How  many  would  care  to  do  this  at  the  present  time  each  Sunday,  if  the 
same  means  of  transportation  were  used? 

After  the  death  of  Joseph  Chaffee  in  1760  his  heirs  sold  108  acres 
in  this  section  of  Wales  to  David  Burt  of  Springfield.  For  more  than  125 
years  the  Burt  family  owned  the  property  and  operated  various  mills. 
This  is  why  the  neighborhood  was  called  Burt’s  Mills.  They  probably 
built  several  houses,  one  of  which  we  believe  was  on  the  west  side  of 
Kiln  Hill  on  the  Rock-a-Dundee  Road.  What  is  now  a  forest  south  of 


the  bridge  at  the  kilns  used  to  be  the  Burt  Farm  and  was  tilled. 

The  Chaffee  family  also  continued  to  live  at  Burt’s  Mills  and  we 
believe  that  Asa  Chaffee  lived  here  in  the  late  1700’s.  Some  of  the  land 
passed  to  his  son  Ephraim  and  in  turn  to  the  latter’s  son  Abel  Chaffee. 
Perhaps  Ephraim  and  Abel  lived  in  a  portion  of  the  house  where  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laroy  Asher  now  reside. 

It  is  believed  that  Calvin  Chaffee,  son  of  Asa,  also  lived  on  the 
property  somewhere.  It  was  his  son  Norman  who  in  1820  built  the  house 
in  which  Mrs.  Rockwell  spends  her  summers.  Norman  Chaffee  had  a 
grist  mill  on  the  Wesson  Pond.  He  made  his  own  casket,  lettered  his 
own  monument  which  he  formed  out  of  rough  stone,  and  you  may  still 
see  his  grave  in  the  private  Chaffee  Cemetery  on  this  farm.  His  son-in-law, 
A.  H.  Thompson,  was  the  last  to  operate  a  mill  on  this  pond. 

In  1909  the  heirs  of  Norman  Chaffee  sold  the  property  to  Mrs. 
Madeline  (Wesson)  Atherton  and  Mrs.  Vera  (Wesson)  Rockwell  and 
Norman’s  old  home  was  carefully  restored  and  the  old  dam  repaired. 


Spacious  lawns 
and  the  gracious 
old  Norman 
Chaffee  home 
form  part  of  the 
Charles  K. 
Rockwell  estate. 


Mrs.  Laroy  Asher  has  filled 
her  early  pine  cupboard  with 
old  Hampden  blue  ware. 
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THRESHER  ROAD 


Early  owners  of  the  land  in  this  locality  were  evidently  John  Chaffee, 
Amos  Chaffee,  and  Edward  Hall,  the  latter  selling  to  Grace  Brumley. 
When  Arba  Thresher  came  to  town  in  1837  he  bought  the  old  Brumley 
house  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  It  was  very  small  and  he  tore  it  down 
and  built  a  new  one.  His  son,  Allen  O.  made  additions  to  the  new  house. 
After  the  Thresher  families  moved  to  the  village  in  the  early  1900’s  the 
house  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  old  James  Dorman  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  was 
torn  down  a  good  many  years  ago. 


BUMPSTEAD  HILL 

and 


HOWLETT  HILL 


Bumpstead  Hill  and  Howlett  Hill  lie  off  the  Stafford  Road.  The  Bump- 
stead  family  lived  on  the  hill  bearing  their  name  in  the  late  1700’s  and 
early  1800’s.  Joseph  Bumpstead  was  one  of  the  65  charter  members  of 
the  Hampden  Congregational  Church  when  it  was  established  in  1783. 
According  to  one  of  the  old  assessor’s  books  he  paid  a  highway  tax  in 
the  Scantic  district  in  1833.  He  had  a  son  Simeon  who  married  Anna 
Bliss.  They  in  turn  had  a  son  Josiah  who  was  born  in  1820.  He  was  a 
world  traveler  and  afterward  became  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Wason 
Mfg.  Co.,  Wason  Ave.,  Springfield,  which  made  trolley  cars.  Josiah  Bump¬ 
stead  gave  the  largest  amount  to  the  town  which  it  has  ever  received  for 
perpetual  care  in  the  Old  Cemetery.  He  also  placed  an  unusually  imposing 
monument  on  the  Bumpstead  Lot. 

Three  generations  of  the  Howlett  family  lived  in  several  houses 
on  Howlett  Hill,  some  of  which  were  in  Hampden  and  some  over  the  line 
in  West  Stafford.  The  writer’s  father  was  born  in  one  in  the  latter  town. 


SOUTH  MONSON  ROAD 


Edward  Kronvall.  An  early  owner  of  the  land  in  this  section  was 
John  Chaffee  and  about  1769  he  deeded  it  to  his  son  Amos  Chaffee.  In 


1776  the  latter  sold  the  property  to  Abner  Badger  and  granted  "said 
Abner  a  road  two  rods  wide”  in  order  to  reach  his  land.  We  do  not 
know  whether  this  is  the  entrance  from  South  Monson  Road  or  the  one 
from  Scantic  Road.  In  1778  Joshua  Stanton  bought  the  land  from  Mr. 
Badger.  Perhaps  a  house  was  then  on  the  property  which  Mr.  Badger  had 
built,  but  the  deed  makes  no  reference  to  it.  Tradition  tells  us  that  the 
door  on  a  house  on  this  property  was  large  enough  so  that  oxen  could 
bring  the  logs  for  the  fireplace  right  into  the  kitchen.  Joshua  Stanton,  Jr. 
was  probably  born  here  in  1782.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  or  his 
father  built  the  present  house.  In  any  event  it  is  very  old.  Herbert  H. 
Thresher,  who  was  born  nearby,  tells  us  that  he  went  into  the  house  as 
a  boy,  which  was  some  time  after  the  Stanton  family  had  left  the  place 
and  it  was  unoccupied.  There  were  then  many  indications  of  its  age  and  ^ 
some  of  the  furniture  was  still  therein  including  the  rope  beds,  etc. 
Mrs.  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.,  a  descendant,  has  the  grandfather’s  clock 
which  came  from  this  house. 

Calista  Stanton,  who  lived  for  many  years  in  what  is  now  the 
Thornton  Burgess  house,  was  the  daughter  of  Joshua,  Jr.  Later  owners 
of  this  property  were  L.  O.  Howlett,  Wallace  Whittier,  Eugene  C.  Perkins  : 
and  Paul  Langhammer. 

Elmer  Fox.  An  early  owner  of  this  property  was  Comfort  Chaffee  and 
in  1781  he  sold  it  to  Nathan  Pease.  According  to  Mr.  Ballard’s  map 
Mr.  Pease  must  have  built  a  house  near  the  southwest  corner  of  Thresher 
and  South  Monson  Roads.  Perhaps  one  of  his  sons,  Nathaniel  or  Nathan, 

Jr.,  or  his  grandson  Justus  built  the  original  part  of  the  house  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Fox.  Justus  was  evidently  living  here  in  1855.  In  the  early  1890’s 
Frank  Mayor  and  family  lived  here.  A  later  owner  was  Elmer  G.  Pease, 
who  sold  to  Theodore  Gunther  in  1897.  When  the  Gunther  family  came 
here  the  house  was  very  small  and  Mr.  Gunther,  who  was  a  carpenter 
made  several  additions.  Frank  Gunther,  a  son,  was  killed  in  World  War  I 
and  the  Gunther-Rowley  Post  of  the  American  Legion  in  East  Long- 
meadow  was  named  for  him.  The  present  owners  bought  the  property 
from  Mrs.  Theodore  Gunther  in  1946.  A  part  of  this  house  is  very  old, 
as  evidenced  by  the  large  fireplace  in  the  cellar. 


: 

: 


Prottas  Manor.  Like  the  property  at  Burt’s  Mills  the  first  known  owner 
of  this  land  was  Joseph  Chaffee,  who  we  have  found  built  a  home  near 
where  Walter  Lunden  now  lives  on  Chapin  Road.  Sara,  one  of  his 
daughters,  had  married  Isaac  Morris  and  they  were  living  in  Woodstock, 
Conn.,  where  both  families  had  been  prominent  since  the  founding  of 
that  town.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Chaffee,  his  widow  in  1761  deeded 
92  acres  of  land  in  this  section  to  Isaac  and  Sara  so  that  they  might  be 
near  her.  According  to  the  Morris  Geneology,  the  spot  where  they  located 
was  a  romantic  one  at  the  base  of  Sheep  and  Rattlesnake  mountains 
overlooking  the  Scantic  Valley. 

The  house  in  which  Isaac  lived  and  also  the  one  built  by  his  son 
Darius  have  long  since  disappeared  but  they  are  believed  to  have  been 
located  on  an  elevation  in  the  woods  opposite  the  present  Prottas  Manor. 


:■ 
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This  salt  box 
tavern  on  the 
site  of  Prottas 
Manor  uas  built 
by  John  Davis, 
grandfather  of 
Andrew  Jackson 
Davis ,  the  latter 
a  Hampden  boy 
tv  ho  became  a 
multi-millionaire 
copper  king. 
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Isaac  Morris  was  the  progenitor  of  the  family  by  the  same  name 
covered  in  our  chapter  on  South  Road.  His  daughter  Hannah  married 
John  Davis,  a  Revolutionary  war  veteran,  and  some  time  after  he  returned 
from  service  he  built  the  house  which  used  to  stand  where  Prottas  Manor 
is  now  located.  The  building  was  used  as  a  tavern  and  was  a  stopping 
place  on  the  Springfield-Stafford  stage  line. 

Mr.  Davis  probably  sold  the  property  to  his  brother-in-law,  Joseph 
Morris  and  the  latter  deeded  the  farm  to  John  Ormsby  in  1840.  In  I860 
Mr.  Ormsby  sold  part  of  the  present  acreage  to  Russell  M.  Day  and  in 
1872  deeded  the  rest  of  the  tract  to  him.  Mr.  Day  in  turn  sold  to  his 
son-in-law  Isadore  A.  Ricard  in  1894.  Dr.  Charles  L.  Furcolo  was  the 
next  owner  and  shortly  after  he  restored  the  old  tavern  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  doctor  built  the  present  elaborate  manor  house. 


Reginald  Temple.  The  first  known  owner  of  the  land  on  which  this 
house  was  afterwards  erected  was  Betsy  Warren,  wife  of  Aaron  Warren, 
since  we  find  that  in  1852  she  sold  the  plot  to  Lathrop  V.  Chaffee.  The 
latter  deeded  the  property  to  James  Vineca  in  1854  and  some  time 
between  this  date  and  1857  Mr.  Vineca  must  have  erected  the  present 
house  since  we  find  that  when  he  sold  to  Abraham  and  Frances  White- 
house  of  Hartford  in  1857  it  was  standing.  In  1862  the  Whitehouse 
family  deeded  the  property  to  Leonard  and  Electa  Waters  while  in  1884 
Mrs.  Waters  sold  to  Jennie  Starbuck.  Louis  Luddecke  bought  from  Mrs 
Starbuck  in  1888  and  the  Luddecke  family  were  still  living  here  in  the 
early  1900’s.  Charles  A.  Morrill,  Nelson  M.  Carew,  Harry  E.  Temple,  anc 
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H.  H.  Thresher  were  later  owners,  Reginald  Temple  buying  in  1939-  The 
little  house  in  the  rear  was  called  the  "Tramp  House”  as  tramps  were 
often  allowed  to  remain  there  overnight. 

Donald  Wilcox.  The  first  person  known  to  have  erected  a  house  on 
the  property  was  Joel  Chaffee,  who  ran  a  blacksmith  shop  near  Center 
Bridge.  Mr.  Chaffee  acquired  the  land  in  1762  from  William  King.  There 
is  a  cellar  hole  around  the  corner  on  Bennett  Road,  upon  which  the  house 
may  have  been  built.  Later  owners  of  the  property  were:  Dr.  Hezekiah 
Chaffee  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  (a  slave  owner),  Jedediah  Smith,  Eliel 
Amidon,  Jonathan  Morgan,  James  S.  Dwight,  Rudolphus  Chaffee,  and 
Joseph  Morris. 

Davis  Pease,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Ray¬ 
mond  Pease,  Mrs.  Robert  Pease,  and  Mrs.  Edith  Dugan  bought  the  land 
from  Joseph  Morris  in  1841  and  built  the  main  part  of  the  present  house 
shortly  afterwards.  The  ell  is  much  older  than  the  upright  part,  like  so 
many  of  the  old  houses  in  town.  Perhaps  it  was  moved  on  to  the  main 
house  from  the  cellar  hole  referred  to  above.  Mr.  Pease  was  a  stone  mason 
and  carpenter  and  built  the  Ravine  Dam  near  the  ice  plant,  a  portion 
of  which  went  out  in  the  flood  of  1955.  The  granite  stones  for  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  Wilcox  house  were  quarried  right  on  the  farm.  Davis  Pease 
followed  the  ancient  craft  of  basketry  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Howlett,  his  grand¬ 
niece  has  one  he  made  for  her  over  80  years  ago.  Lora  Pease,  his  son,  lived 
in  the  house  for  a  period.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Millard  bought  the 
property  from  the  Pease  heirs  in  1927  and  Mrs.  Millard  sold  to  present 
owners  in  1948. 

Mrs.  Harry  Goodwill.  The  first  known  owner  of  the  entire  farm  was 
Thomas  Maxsom.  We  believe  that  he  acquired  it  in  three  parts,  one  sec¬ 
tion  from  Wm.  King,  Jr.  in  1777,  another  section  from  Wm.  Maxsom, 
Jr.  in  1780,  and  the  third  section  from  N.  Sisson  in  1782.  In  February 
of  1784  Thomas  Maxsom  sold  the  combined  farm  to  John  Gillet,  with  a 
house  and  barn  thereon.  We  do  not  know  whether  any  of  the  present 
buildings  were  then  standing.  In  August  of  1784  Mr.  Gillet  deeded  the 
property  to  Wm.  Phillips,  Jr.  of  Boston.  In  1792  Mr.  Phillips  in  turn 
sold  to  Comfort  Chaffee,  Jr.,  and  the  property  has  remained  in  the  same 
family  ever  since. 

Mr.  Chaffee  was  a  captain  in  the  state  Militia,  son  of  Comfort 
Chaffee,  Sr.,  who  probably  built  the  Carl  Larson  house,  brother-in-law  of 
Ebenezer  Stacy  who  built  the  former  Neil  Kibbe  house,  and  brother-in- 
law  of  Stephen  West  who  erected  several  houses  on  Main  Street.  On  what 
is  now  known  as  Goodwill’s  Pond,  Capt.  Chaffee  operated  a  saw  and  grist 


The  home  of  Mrs.  Harry  Goodivill  has  been  in  the  family  since  1792. 


mill  which  had  probably  been  started  by  Abner  Badger  in  1772. 

There  is  a  granite  quarry  on  the  property  from  which  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  barn  and  stone  steps  for  the  house  were  taken.  A  floral  design 
is  stencilled  on  a  wall  in  one  of  the  front  upstairs  bedrooms. 

In  1858  Lathrop  V.  Chaffee,  son  of  Comfort,  Jr.  sold  the  property 
to  his  nephew,  Simon  Stacy  Hunt  (whose  mother  was  Persis  Chaffee)  and 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  their  children  sold  the  farm  to  their 
half-brother,  Harry  Goodwill. 

An  old  red  house  used  to  stand  between  the  pond  and  Glendale 
Road  which  was  torn  down  early  in  this  century.  It  may  have  been  one 
of  the  first  houses  erected  in  Hampden  and  various  people  lived  therein 
who  operated  the  mill  on  the  pond. 

Roger  Harris  —  the  former  Richard  Joyce  Place.  Jabez  Hendrick, 
one  of  the  town’s  first  settlers  came  here  in  1749  and  his  descendants 
lived  here  for  several  generations.  He  evidently  built  his  house  in  front 
of  what  is  now  the  Harris-Joyce  home.  Leslie  Woods’  house  on  Main 
Street  was  built  by  the  same  builder  who  erected  this  present  house, 
Joel  Newcomb.  Mr.  Newcomb  was  a  blacksmith  and  he  had  a  shop  in 
what  was  thought  to  have  been  the  old  Hendrick  house.  The  residence 
which  he  built  passed  to  his  son  Edward  G.  Newcomb  who  lived  here 
with  his  family  for  many  years.  The  Newcomb  family  had  an  extensive 
sap  orchard  and  this  was  a  popular  place  for  the  young  people  in  the 
spring  when  the  maple  syrup  was  being  made  in  the  little  house  erected 
in  the  woods. 

A  later  owner  of  the  property  was  Mr.  Feranzovitz.  Richard  Joyce 
and  family  lived  here  for  a  long  period  and  sold  to  the  present  owners,  j 
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Arthur  Cooney  —  the  former  William  J.  Sessions  Place.  This  house 
was  built  by  Hiram  Hendrick  (bom  in  1799)  who  was  a  grandson  of 
Jabez,  referred  to  above.  This  would  probably  date  the  house  somewhere 
between  1820  and  1830.  A  lineal  descendant  of  the  Hendrick  family,  Mrs. 
Charles  B.  Proctor,  Sr.,  in  her  late  80’s,  wrote  us  some  time  ago  that  when 
the  Hendrick  family  lived  here  peaches  were  raised  on  the  place  and  the 
hill  on  which  the  Hendrick  house  is  located  was  called  Peach  Hill.  After 
the  Hendrick  family  left  the  farm,  various  people  lived  in  the  house 
including  the  House  family,  who  kept  the  "town’s  poor!’  Early  in  this 
century  William  J.  Sessions  bought  the  farm  and  raised  peaches,  as  did 
the  Hendrick  family  many  years  ago.  Later  owners  of  the  property  have 
been  Robert  L.  Little  and  Mrs.  W.  Alfred  Kennedy.  The  Cooney  family 
purchased  the  house  in  1947. 

Walter  Lyons.  Patrick  Lyons,  grandfather  of  Walter  Lyons,  bought 
the  property  in  1860  from  Edwin  C.  Hendrick,  and  it  has  been  in  the 
same  family  ever  since  —  nearly  100  years. 

Mrs.  Grace  E.  Astor  —  Little  Red  Schoolhouse.  This  building  was 
erected  by  Jonah  Beebe  and  John  Carpenter  in  1796.  In  the  early  days 
it  was  called  the  Hendrick  School  after  the  family  referred  to  in  previous 
paragraphs.  It  was  later  called  the  Newell  School  after  the  Newell  family. 
The  school  closed  in  1916,  Florence  (Lunden)  Dayton  having  been  the 
last  graduate. 

Edward  P.  Lyons  acquired  the  building  after  it  ceased  to  be  a 
public  school  and  the  Lyons  family  rented  it  until  they  sold  it  to  Mrs. 
Astor  in  1956. 

The  quaint  old  building  continued  its  usefulness  as  a  school  from 
1932  to  1934  when  the  Misses  Harriet  Ellis  and  Edith  Marsden  conducted 
a  summer  art  school.  This  enterprise  received  considerable  publicity  in 
the  Springfield  newspapers  and  was  featured  in  the  lithograph  section  of 
the  Sunday  Republican. 

Earle  Harris.  Daniel  Carpenter,  a  Revolutionary  War  veteran,  was 
evidently  a  builder  of  the  original  portion  of  this  house.  He  moved  to 
Monson  after  the  Revolution  and  some  of  his  descendants  still  live  on 
East  Hill  in  that  town.  This  house  has  been  built  onto,  on  all  sides  through 
the  years  so  one  is  unable  to  tell  which  is  the  original  part.  He  must 
have  sold  it  to  another  Revolutionary  War  veteran,  Stephen  Newell,  who 
afterwards  lived  at  the  Gerrish  house. 

In  1855  Sullivan  Stanton  was  the  owner  of  the  farm.  Afterwards 
Andrew  Beebe,  his  son-in-law,  and  family  lived  here.  Mr.  Beebe  made 
extensive  additions  to  the  house  for  an  apartment  for  his  daughter,  Jennie, 


who  married  Charles  N.  Whitaker.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Beebe  the 
property  passed  to  Mr.  Whitaker  and  the  latter  carried  on  the  stock  farm, 
taking  great  pride  in  the  fact  that  at  one  time  he  was  able  to  winter  73 
head  of  livestock.  The  Whitaker  family  sold  the  farm  to  Samuel  McCarthy, 
maker  of  the  famous  pies  in  Springfield,  who  in  turn  sold  to  the  present 
owner  in  1931. 

Arthur  Gerrish.  Jonah  Beebe  is  supposed  to  have  built  this  house 
about  1795.  Stephen  Newell,  a  Revolutionary  War  veteran,  evidently 
lived  here  for  a  period  and  then  the  property  passed  to  his  son  John 
Newell,  and  then  to  the  latter’s  son  Alonzo  B.  Newell,  who  spent  most 
of  his  life  on  this  farm.  These  three  generations  of  Newell’s  together 
with  Alonzo’s  son,  Herbert,  were  all  surveyors.  The  latter  is  a  retired 
civil  engineer  with  the  U.  S.  Government  who  supervised  the  building 
of  many  power  plants  throughout  the  Far  West. 

Alonzo  B.  Newell  was  a  member  of  the  Hampden  School  Com¬ 
mittee  for  50  years,  principal  of  the  High  School  in  the  Old  Town  Hall 
building,  and  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church.  The  present  owners 
bought  the  property  from  the  Newell  family  in  1923. 


An  interesting 
fan  light  over 
the  front  door 
marks  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arthur  Gerrish. 


The  Poole  Place.  This  property  is  now  owned  by  the  Gerrish  family. 
In  1855  Phineas  Dunham  lived  here.  The  Dunham  family  sent  five  sons 
to  the  Revolutionary  War,  namely  Isaac,  Ephraim,  Joseph,  Gamaliel,  and 
Malam.  The  latter  died  in  service  at  Roxbury  in  1776.  How  many  families  I 
in  the  entire  country  furnished  more  than  five  sons?  The  Dunham  family  ' 
married  into  the  Stebbins  family.  In  1870  Andrew  Beebe  lived  here. 


Munroe  Poole  was  a  later  owner  and  many  of  the  old  residents  still  call 
this  the  "Poole  Place!’ 

Site  of  Capt.  Abel  King's  Home.  Northwest  of  the  Dunham-Poole 
house  an  old  road  leads  to  the  site  of  Capt.  Abel  King’s  home.  Capt.  King 
was  an  officer  in  Col.  Ashley’s  Regiment  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  war  days. 

George  A.  Patric.  The  first  known  owner  of  the  land  was  Augustus 
Stebbins  and  we  find  that  in  1801  he  deeded  it  to  Gordon  Chappell. 
In  1807  Mr.  Chappel  had  the  present  house  erected,  Stoddard  Burt, 
Norman  Chaffee,  and  Calvin  Chaffee  being  the  carpenters.  The  Patric 
family  has  a  brick  carrying  the  date  of  1807  which  was  in  the  original 
field  stone  chimney,  having  been  placed  therein  when  the  house  was  built. 
Horace  Smith  owned  the  property  in  1855  and  sold  to  Otis  Lamson  in 
1872.  There  is  one  person  still  living  in  town  who  can  remember  when 
Mr.  Lamson  used  to  get  up  long  before  daybreak  on  the  day  of  Belcher- 
town  Fair  and  drive  to  that  town  in  a  cart  drawn  by  oxen.  Since  oxen 
are  very  slow  in  speed  it  must  have  taken  many  hours  to  reach  the  desti¬ 
nation.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lamson  the  farm  passed  to  his  son-in-law 
and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Patric.  This  past  spring  it  was 
deeded  to  their  son,  George  A.  Patric. 


Home  of  Air.  and  Airs.  George  A.  Patric  as  it  looked  in  1915. 
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John  J.  Moriarty.  Nathaniel  Bliss,  Jr.,  built  one  of  the  first  houses  in 
Hampden  on  this  farm.  Capt.  John  Carpener,  born  in  1754,  an  officer 
in  the  American  Revolution,  is  supposed  to  have  built  the  present  house. 
He  manufactured  ploughs  here,  made  of  wood,  the  point  being  covered 
with  scrap  iron.  The  latter’s  son,  John  Carpenter,  Jr.,  who  was  a  captain 
in  the  State  Militia  followed  his  father  in  ownership.  The  family  evidently 
lived  here  for  many  years  as  a  map  of  1855  shows  a  member  of  the 
Carpenter  family  still  owning  the  property.  Later  owners  were  Mace 
Moulton,  Ransom  Burr,  Charles  Haskell  (bought  in  1875),  James  and 
Martha  Weeks  (bought  in  1882),  Harris  Segeal,  and  Simon  Hall.  The 
latter  sold  to  the  present  owners  in  1936. 

Mr.  Moriarty  points  out  that  many  of  the  old  houses  faced  to  the 
south  to  get  a  maximum  amount  of  sun  and  that  is  probably  the  reason  ' 
his  house  faces  in  that  direction  rather  than  east  toward  Glendale  Road. 
Mr.  Moriarty  has  filled  the  house  with  appropriate  antiques  and  is  proud 
of  the  large  chimney,  corner  cupboard  with  old  hinges  on  doors,  pine 
panelling  over  fireplaces  and  in  the  kitchen  and  front  hall,  also  the  bake 
oven.  The  house  has  three  fireplaces  with  a  large  one  in  the  cellar.  In 
tearing  out  partitions  during  restoration  the  present  owner  found  an  old 
musket  marked  ''D.C.”,  which  perhaps  Daniel  Carpenter  carried  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Across  the  road  from  Mr.  Moriarty’s  house  are  the  Spiritualist 
Camp  Meeting  Grounds  where  services  were  held  many  years  ago.  Rev. 
Adlin  Ballou,  famous  Clergyman,  and  President  of  a  Utopian  Community 
in  Milford,  Mass.,  preached  at  these  services. 
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Ol  iver  Knode.  Moses  Rood  bought  land  from  Daniel  Carpenter  in 
1778  and  built  a  house  east  of  the  present  Knode  house.  Samuel  Wood 
bought  the  property  in  1799  and  was  the  builder  of  the  house  which  now 
stands  on  the  lot.  It  is  an  excellent  example  of  a  Cape  Cod  home  which 
has  been  carefully  restored. 

The  Wood  family  owned  the  house  until  the  1840’s  when  they 
sold  to  Thadeus  Carew,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Thomas  Mills  in  1845,  and 
it  is  usually  called  the  Mills  place.  In  1917  Malissa  L.  Mills  deeded  the 
property  to  Clarence  W.  Stafford. 

Later  owners  have  been  Miss  Hazel  Mansfield,  William  E.  Hughes, 
Harry  B.  Ellis,  and  William  A.  Mason,  Jr.,  who  sold  to  the  present  owners 
in  1956. 

An  old  road  used  to  lead  from  this  house  to  the  North  Monson 
Road  which  was  used  in  early  town  days  since  the  portion  of  North 
Monson  Road  from  the  point  where  it  joins  Glendale  Road  eastward 
to  the  Monson  line  was  not  in  existence. 


Residence  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oliver  Knode 
as  it  looks  since 
restoration. 
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The  Knode 
house  in  the 
days  when  the 
Mark  Mills 
family  lived 
here. 


Mrs.  Thomas  Balser.  Alvin  Day  built  this  house  in  1812.  Lyman  Day 
lived  here  in  1855.  His  son,  Morton  L.  Day,  was  the  owner  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century.  He  gave  $1,000  to  each  of  the  Protestant  Churches 
in  Hampden  in  his  will  and  left  $500  to  the  Hampden  Public  Library, 
the  income  from  which  is  to  be  used  to  purchase  copies  of  the  Christian 
Herald  to  be  mailed  direct  to  Hampden  shut-ins.  This  house  has  three 
fireplaces  plus  one  in  the  cellar. 

A  short  distance  south  of  the  Balser  houses  and  near  where  Alan 
Phillips  built  a  new  home,  the  Dwelly  family  had  a  house  and  a  quarry 
from  which  many  of  the  door  steps  and  underpinnings  of  local  houses 
were  taken.  While  this  was  a  granite  quarry,  the  family  later  established 
a  red  sandstone  quarry  in  East  Longmeadow  and  we  find  from  a  history 
of  the  latter  town  that  A.  S.  Dwelly  operated  the  Salisbury  quarry  for 
a  period. 


Mrs.  Thomas  Balser’ s  home  in  1915. 
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Lester  Pauly.  Alvin  Day,  Jr.,  or  Alston  Calkins,  son  of  John  Calkins, 
built  a  house  on  this  spot  similar  to  the  present  Balser  house.  This  house 
burned  and  the  present  home  of  Mr.  Pauly  was  built  on  the  cellarhole 
in  1910.  Harold  Green  of  Green’s  Drugstore  with  his  family  owned  it 
for  30  years  selling  to  the  Pauly’s  in  1947. 


Thomas  F.  Moriarty.  The  old  house  which  used  to  stand  here  was 
built  by  John  Calkins,  using  what  was  left  of  the  old  William  Snow 
house  which  stood  a  short  distance  south  where  the  Frey  house  now  stands. 
Previous  to  the  Civil  War,  John  and  Lucia  (Day)  Calkins  conducted  a 
station  of  the  Underground  Railroad  on  this  spot.  They  were  shoemakers 
and  Abolitionists  and  did  a  great  deal  of  work  to  free  the  slaves.  They 
distributed  the  "Liberator”  and  "Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin”  in  this  vicinity. 
Probably  one  of  the  early  copies  of  the  latter  book,  which  was  given  to 
the  library  by  Mrs.  D.  Lincoln  McCray  came  from  this  source.  James 
Stanton,  Davis  Pease,  and  Hiram  Hendrick,  all  of  whom  have  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  previous  paragraphs,  assisted  the  Calkins  family  in  this  worthy 
cause.  Mrs.  Elsie  Parkess,  mother  of  Mrs.  Dugan  of  Allen  Street,  a  relative 
of  the  Calkins  family  remembered  taking  food  to  the  slaves  in  a  hide-out 
when  she  was  a  little  girl.  In  the  early  part  of  this  century,  Jonathan  Ames 
and  family  lived  here.  He  was  known  as  "Tinker”  Ames  as  he  could  repair 
almost  anything  about  the  house  or  farm.  He  operated  a  tinshop  in  the 
little  house  opposite  the  home  of  Austin  Harris  on  Main  Street.  The 
original  house  burned  in  1920  and  soon  after  the  Ames  family  sold  the 
property.  Ames  Road  is  named  after  this  family. 


This  house  was  the  center  of  the  local  Abolitionist  movement  led  by  John  Calkins. 
The  home  burned  in  1920  and  Atty.  Thomas  F.  Moriarty’ s  home  is  on  the  site. 


Nearly  opposite  Mr.  Moriarty’s  home,  and  some  distance  west  of 
Ames  Road  was  the  home  of  Lemuel  Dunham,  of  the  family  referred 
to  on  Glendale  Road. 

At  the  foot  of  the  rise  a  short  distance  north  of  Mr.  Moriarty’s 
residence  was  the  Daniel  Hungerford  house.  Passing  that  to  the  east  was 
a  road  that  lead  to  houses  over  the  line  in  Monson,  along  what  is  known 
as  the  Harvey  Ledges. 

Stanley  E.  Parker.  The  first  known  owner  of  this  property  was  Amos 
Beebe  who  built  a  house  back  in  the  lot.  Later  Ezra  Beebe  erected  a  house 
close  to  the  road.  His  children  Newton,  Andrew,  Randolph,  Marcius,  and 
Fidelia  were  born  here.  Newton  afterwards  owned  the  Earl  Connors 
house  on  Main  Street,  Andrew,  the  Earle  Harris  house  on  Glendale  Road, 
and  Randolph  the  residence  in  Glendale  which  is  known  as  "Twin  Chim¬ 
neys!’  Fidelia  Beebe  was  a  teacher  at  the  little  Red  Schoolhouse  on  Glen¬ 
dale  Road.  Later  owners  of  the  property  were  Theodore  Griswold  and 
Nicodem  Swartz  and  the  house  burned  when  the  latter  lived  here.  Paul 
H.  Phillips,  a  teacher  at  the  Trade  School  in  Springfield  built  the  present 
house  and  upon  his  death  it  was  sold  to  the  Christianson  family.  In  the 
summer  of  1957  the  Christiansons  sold  to  Stanley  E.  and  Ruth  K.  Parker. 


NORTH  MONSON  ROAD 


Ellsworth  Frey.  On  the  spot  where  the  Frey  house  now  stands  was  one 
of  the  old  houses  of  Hampden.  It  was  owned  by  William  Snow,  whose 
daughter  Temperance  married  Alvin  Day. 

Through  the  rear  of  the  Frey  property  passed  the  "Path  to  the 
Meetinhouse.”  This  path  started  north  of  the  present  Balser  house  on 
Ames  Road  and  went  east  to  the  Colton  Hollow  Baptist  Church  which 
was  near  the  present  residence  of  Albert  Clairmont  on  North  Monson 
Road  in  Monson.  The  Day  and  Calkins  families  and  many  others  used 
this  path  each  Sunday.  Some  members  of  the  families  carried  their  shoes 
in  their  hands  (as  did  the  writer’s  great-grandmother)  and  put  them  or 
when  nearing  the  sanctuary.  A  pair  of  shoes  had  to  last  a  long  time.  Thf 
church  was  a  hip  roof  building  with  an  entrance  tower,  a  gallery  and  i 
high  pulpit.  Rev.  Alvin  Bennett  was  the  pastor. 
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Mrs.  John  Lunden.  The  first  known  owner  of  this  property  was  Frank¬ 
lin  Stebbins,  and  we  find  that  in  1850  he  deeded  it  to  Orville  Pease  and 
in  1864  the  latter  sold  to  Russell  Morton  Day.  In  1874  Mr.  Day  sold  it 
to  his  son,  Ephaphro  A.  Day.  "Paphro"  as  he  was  usually  known  about 
town,  was  a  world  traveler  and  an  authority  on  Hampden  history.  He  used 
to  own  the  old  Aaron  Bliss  compass  that  was  used  to  survey  Wilbraham 
and  Monson  for  the  state  in  1830.  There  are  still  old  maps  of  property 
in  town  which  were  drawn  by  E.  A.  Day.  In  1903  E.  J.  and  H.  H.  Thresher 
purchased  the  farm  from  Mr.  Day  and  in  1909  they  sold  it  to  the  Lunden 
family. 

Esdras  Roux.  An  old  house  used  to  stand  on  this  spot,  which  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  first  built  in  the  area.  It  was  owned  at  various  times 
by  Abel  Chaffee,  Alvin  Chaffee,  Nelson  Chaffee,  Mr.  Knowlton,  and 
E.  A.  Day. 

John  R.  Wallace.  The  first  known  owner  of  this  property  was  Eliel 
Amidon.  We  believe  that  in  1823  he  sold  part  of  the  present  farm  to 
Asa  Olmstead  and  that  he  deeded  the  remaining  portion  in  1824  to 
Hannah  Stacv,  a  widow.  In  1825  Mr.  Olmstead  also  sold  his  section  to 
Mrs.  Stacy.  The  latter’s  daughter,  also  named  Hannah,  married  David 

I  Hunt  and  it  appears  that  they  must  have  lived  here  for  a  period  before 
they  moved  to  Monson.  In  1832,  their  son  Simon  Stacy  Hunt,  Sr.,  married 
Persis  Chaffee,  daughter  of  Comfort  Chaffee,  Jr.,  and  came  to  live  on  his 
parent’s  farm.  There  must  have  been  a  house  then  on  the  property,  since 
Simon  Stacy  Hunt,  Jr.,  the  writer’s  grandfather,  was  born  on  this  farm 
in  1833.  The  Hunt  family  evidently  built  the  present  house  in  1844. 


The  stately 
residence  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  R.  Wallace. 


In  1855  Simon  Stacy  Hunt,  Sr.,  sold  the  property  to  Willard  F. 
Munsell  and  the  Hunt  family  moved  to  Somers,  Conn.,  purchasing  the 
present  Percy  Kibbe  farm.  In  1858  Mr.  Munsell  deeded  the  Wallace  farm 
to  Coleman  Walker  and  the  Walker  family  lived  here  until  1912.  Owners 
of  this  property  since  that  time  have  been  the  Charles  W.  Richards  family, 
Harvey  Chapman,  Esdras  Roux,  and  W.  K.  Simpson.  The  present  owner 
bought  the  house  in  1947. 

Dr.  Harold  Bennett.  The  ell  of  this  charming  home  includes  the 
original  salt-box  house  which  was  the  home  of  Dr.  Bennett’s  great  grand¬ 
father  the  Rev.  Alvin  Bennett,  pastor  of  the  Colton  Hollow  Baptist 
Church  from  1810  to  1836.  He  prepared  his  Sunday  morning  disserta¬ 
tions  in  a  rustic  study  hidden  in  the  nearby  woods,  and  this  building  was 
later  brought  down  and  attached  to  the  present  ell.  In  1844  the  minister 
had  the  large  main  house  built.  Here  was  born  Miss  Gazella  Bennett  who 
became  the  principal  of  the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  having  pre¬ 
viously  been  the  kindergarten  teacher  of  Miss  Helen  Keller,  noted  blind 
scholar.  Also  born  here  was  Dr.  Bennett’s  uncle,  Judge  John  A.  Bennett 
of  Boston,  who  gave  the  address  at  the  dedication  of  the  Soldier’s  Monu¬ 
ment  on  the  Village  Green.  The  original  line  features  of  the  house  have 
been  carefully  maintained  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett.  This  place  has  not 
only  been  in  the  same  family  for  over  150  years,  but  the  same  name  has 
been  kept  throughout. 


••y  "  - 


The  ancestral 
home  of 
Dr.  Harold 
Bennett. 
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Two  of  the  largest  property  owners  in  this  section  of  the  town  in  the 
early  days  were  William  King  and  Stephen  West. 

William  King  who  came  to  town  in  1744  at  one  time  owned  most 
of  what  is  now  known  as  the  center  of  our  village.  In  1784  he  sold  to 
Zenas  Parsons  all  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  Main  Street  from  North 
Road  east,  starting  at  the  Ernest  Howlett  property  and  going  as  far  as 
Mr.  Burgess’  lot.  Mr.  Parsons  operated  Parsons  Tavern  on  Court  Square 
in  Springfield. 

Stephen  West  came  to  Hampden  from  Tolland,  Conn.,  in  1782 
and  bought  that  year  from  William  King  (among  other  properties)  all 
the  land  on  the  south  side  of  East  Main  Street  from  the  H.  H.  Thresher 
east  line  to  the  property  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Sheehan.  In  1791  he  bought 
the  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  from  Mr.  Parsons  extending  from 
the  Ernest  Howlett  east  boundary  to  the  Thornton  W.  Burgess  west 
boundary.  In  1783  Mr.  West  married  Bathsheba  Chaffee,  daughter  of 
Comfort  Chaffee. 

Dalton  Philpott.  A  very  old  house  used  to  stand  here.  A  family  by 
the  name  of  Works  lived  therein  from  1820—1823. 

Thornton  W.  Burgess.  This  old  unspoiled  Cape  Cod  style  house  hug¬ 
ging  the  ground  and  built  into  the  side  of  the  hill  is  the  gem  of  the 
town,  both  historically  and  architecturally.  It  was  undoubtedly  built  by 
Calvin  Stebbins,  son  of  Moses  Stebbins,  one  of  Hampden’s  first  settlers. 
It  has  the  usual  fireplaces  for  a  house  of  its  age,  including  the  immense 
one  with  bake  oven  in  the  old  kitchen.  Perhaps  the  feature  which  best 
shows  the  number  of  years  it  has  been  built  is  the  staircase.  The  dimen- 
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Home  of  Thornton  W .  Burgess  —  "The  Storyteller’ s  House.” 


sions  of  each  step  average  six  inches  high  and  three  inches  wide.  An  old 
clipping  in  a  Springfield  newspaper  of  1916  describes  the  stairs  fully. 
Over  40  years  ago  articles  were  being  written  about  the  house  and  we 
find  that  even  60  years  ago  picture  post  cards  were  being  sold  showing 
the  west  end  of  this  landmark,  which  is  the  oldest  in  the  village. 

Another  interesting  feature  is  that  the  house  has  no  cellar  under 
it,  but  one  at  the  first  floor  level  in  the  hill  against  which  the  house  is 
nestled.  The  walls  are  of  rough  stone,  three  feet  thick  and  the  cellar  is 
cool  in  summer  and  above  freezing  in  winter. 

After  the  death  of  Miss  Experience  Stebbins,  daughter  of  Calvin, 
in  1870,  the  last  member  of  the  Stebbins  family  to  live  here,  the  property 
was  sold  to  the  widow  of  Joshua  Stanton  who  had  owned  the  present 
Kronvall  house  on  South  Monson  Road.  Her  daughter  Miss  Calista  Stan¬ 
ton  lived  here  alone  for  many  years  with  her  various  pets,  including 
bantams  and  white  mice.  She  passed  away  in  1903  and  the  house  was 
next  owned  by  the  Coates  family  who  filled  it  with  rare  trophies  and 
antiques  brought  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Over  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  Thornton  W.  Burgess,  interna¬ 
tionally  famous  author  of  children’s  nature  stories  honored  our  town  by 
purchasing  the  Old  Stebbins  House  and  new  luster  has  been  added  to  its 
long  history.  Both  the  owner  and  residence  have  been  featured  in  Life 
Magazine  as  well  as  in  countless  other  newspapers  and  Journals.  An  illus¬ 
tration  in  color  of  the  east  side  of  this  residence  is  shown  in  Mr.  Burgess’ 
book  entitled  "Tales  From  a  Storyteller’s  House.”  A  beautful  painting 
of  the  residence  also  hangs  in  the  Longmeadow  Library. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Sheehan.  This  land  originally  belonged  to  the  Stebbins 
family  who  owned  Mr.  Burgess’  house.  William  P.  Chaffee,  who  owned 
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the  H.  H.  Thresher  residence  bought  the  strip  and  moved  the  present 
house  from  the  Comfort  Hunt  (now  Percy  Kibbe)  farm  in  North  Somers. 
It  was  afterwards  owned  by  the  Hampden  Hotel  Co.,  H.  H.  Thresher 
and  Mr.  Burgess. 

Kirk  Garage  —  Site  of  Stoddard  Burt's  House.  In  1796  Stoddard  Burt 
built  a  house  on  this  spot  similar  in  architecture  to  that  of  the  Burgess 
house.  Sara  Burt  was  the  last  one  of  the  family  to  live  here  and  after 
her  death  Arthur  Jones  purchased  the  house,  tore  it  down  and  built  the 
present  garage.  In  the  process  of  demolition,  Mr.  Jones  found  in  a  cup¬ 
board  the  valuable  account  books  belonging  to  Mr.  Burt,  which  are  fully 
described  in  the  back  part  of  this  book.  In  one  of  the  books  there  is  a 
notation  reading:  ”1796, 1  began  to  work  on  this  house'.’  (signed)  Stoddard 
Burt.  If  still  standing  this  would  be  one  of  the  few  early  houses  in  town 
for  which  we  would  have  a  definite  building  date. 

Mrs.  Norris  Fitzgerald.  This  property  has  been  in  the  West  family 
of  which  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  is  a  descendant  for  about  165  years.  Stephen 
West,  referred  to  above,  may  have  built  the  ell.  The  property  passed  to 
his  son  Maj.  John  West  and  his  grandson  John  R.  West.  The  latter,  who 
was  born  in  1819,  built  the  front  part  of  the  house.  He  also  either  built 
or  repaired  three-quarters  of  all  the  dwellings  and  other  edificies  in  the 
village  including  mills,  schoolhouses,  and  churches.  Mrs.  John  R.  West 
conducted  a  tavern  here  at  one  time.  Afterwards  the  house  passed  to 
Mrs.  Frances  E.  (West)  Jones  and  then  to  her  son  Arthur  Jones  and  her 
grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald. 
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Clinton  Foote.  When  John  R.  West,  referred  to  above,  married  Dolly 
Chaffee,  daughter  of  Norman  Chaffee,  referred  to  in  the  paragraph  on 
the  Wesson  Farms,  he  needed  a  home  for  his  mother,  Martha  (Sessions) 
West,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Sessions.  The  West  family  owned  a 
small  house  between  the  present  Finn  and  Allen  houses  on  Chapin  Road. 
He  therefore  moved  it  to  a  spot  opposite  his  house,  and  this  is  the  present 
Foote  residence,  with  some  additions.  It  was  moved  about  1847—1851 
and  came  over  the  river  on  ice.  In  a  recent  re-modeling  of  the  house,  Mr. 
Foote  found  in  the  walls  a  copy  of  "Uncle  Sam’’  a  newspaper  published 
in  1848  at  52  Washington  St.,  Boston.  This  paper  was  evidently  put  in 
the  walls  for  insulation  purposes  by  Mr.  West  when  preparing  the  house 
for  his  mother’s  occupancy.  A  copy  of  the  Springfield  Daily  Republican 
dated  Feb.  19,  1851  was  also  found  in  the  walls.  It  was  interesting  to 
note  that  the  Boston  paper,  over  a  century  ago,  had  a  theatrical  column 
entitled  "Theatrical  Tattle!’  | 

Clifford  Attleton  —  (E.  J.  Thresher  House).  Some  time  after  1791 
Stephen  West  built  this  brick  house  with  a  hip  roof  from  bricks  made 
right  on  the  premises.  He  started  one  of  the  first  tanneries  in  the  vicinity, 
and  also  made  boots,  shoes,  and  harnesses.  The  tannery  remained  in  the 
family  for  many  years.  Clarence  West  had  a  telegraph  office  in  the  east 
ell,  previous  to  the  time  telephones  came  to  town.  This  telegraph  office 
was  very  helpful  to  families  marooned  in  town  during  the  blizzard  of  ’88. 
In  the  early  1900’s  Edward  J.  Thresher  bought  the  property  from  the  West 
descendants  and  he  and  his  family  lived  here  until  the  death  of  both  Mr.  i 
and  Mrs.  Thresher.  In  1956,  S.  J.  Bernard,  Hampden’s  first  resident 
superintendent  of  schools,  bought  the  property  from  the  Thresher  heirs 
and  in  1957  he  sold  to  the  present  owner. 


Fireplace  in  the 
late  Edward  J. 
Thresher  house. 
Notice  the  brick 
oven  at  the  left 
with  the  ash  pit 
beloiv  it. 
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The  old  West 
Tannery  makes  a 
comfortable 
home  for  Air.  and 
Airs.  Howard 
AiacAiullen. 


Howard  MacMullen.  This  house  was  the  main  building  of  Stephen 
West’s  Tannery.  Mr.  West  acquired  the  land  in  1782  and  erected  it  some 
time  thereafter.  Early  in  this  century  Edward  J.  and  H.  H.  Thresher 
bought  the  house  from  the  West  heirs.  Later  E.  J.  Thresher  became  the 
sole  owner  and  in  1926  he  sold  to  Mary  Hickey  (now  Mrs.  H.  H.  Thresher). 
In  1944  the  latter  deeded  the  property  to  Carroll  Willey  and  the  present 
owner  bought  from  Mr.  Willey.  Old  deeds  call  this  the  "Tan  Yard ” 
property.  On  the  east  side  of  the  basement  you  may  still  see  the  large 
doors  through  which  men  drove  the  wagons  loaded  with  hides. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  (Burleigh)  McCray.  In  1808  the  town  pound  was  evi¬ 
dently  on  this  lot,  which  some  time  after  must  have  been  moved  to 
Riverside  Drive.  In  1835  Comfort  and  Jonathan  Chaffee  had  a  garden 
thereon  and  in  October  of  that  year  they  deeded  the  50-ft.  square  to 
Alanson  Bugbee  who  must  have  built  the  store  which  he  operated  until 
at  least  1848.  Later  owners  were  Joshua  C.  Shepherd,  Willard  Cady,  and 
Asa  Howlett.  Charles  I.  Burleigh,  town  clerk  and  treasurer  for  many  years, 
who  was  Mrs.  McCray’s  father,  purchased  the  property  from  the  Howlett 
heirs  in  1900  and  lived  here  until  he  died. 


In  1910  the  home 
of  Air.  and  Airs. 
William  D.  AicCray 
and  the  Thresher 
house  looked  like 
this.  Airs.  AicCray’ s 
father.  Charles  1. 
Burleigh,  remodeled 
the  former  house. 
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George  D.  Fisher,  Sr.  Herbert  H.  Thresher,  Edward  J.  Thresher,  and 
William  S.  Hunt  erected  this  building  for  a  blacksmith  shop  about  1900. 
The  Fisher  garage  was  one  of  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  West  Tan¬ 
nery,  referred  to  above.  Afterwards  the  present  garage  was  a  paint  shop. 
Edward  J.  Thresher,  Mrs.  Fisher’s  father,  made  the  blacksmith  shop  over 
into  a  house. 

Frederick  Maher,  Jr.  In  1784  William  King  sold  the  lot  to  Zenas 
Parsons  and  in  1791  he  in  turn  sold  to  Stephen  West.  The  latter  must 
have  built  the  house  soon  after.  Mr.  West’s  day  books  have  recently  been 
found  which  tell  of  the  business  of  the  Tavern  which  he  operated  here. 
In  1808  the  Tavern  was  sold  to  William  Wood,  Jr.,  and  later  to  Comfort 
Chaffee,  Jr.  and  Jonathan  Chaffee.  Rudolphus  Chaffee,  the  former’s  son, 
operated  the  Inn  at  this  time. 


"Seven  Hearths,”  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Frederick  Maher,  Jr. 


The  kitchen 
fireplace  in 
"Seven  Hearths.” 
Notice  all  the 
old-time 
appurtenances. 
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In  the  central  chimney  of  this  old  house  there  are  seven  fireplaces, 
including  one  with  a  bake  oven  beside  it  in  the  Inn  kitchen  in  the  base¬ 
ment  and  another  with  oven  in  the  kitchen  on  the  first  floor.  The  remain¬ 
ing  five  are  in  the  living  rooms  and  the  bedrooms.  In  1834  the  property 
passed  to  Levi  Bliss  of  Brimfield  and  then  to  Stephen  Newell  and  Daniel 
Chaffee  in  1839.  Mr.  Newell,  a  Revolutionary  War  veteran,  bought  Mr. 
Chaffee’s  share  and  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Mr.  Newell  and 
his  daughter  Persis.  In  1848  the  property  was  sold  to  a  number  of  Con¬ 
gregational  laymen  for  use  as  a  parsonage  and  was  lated  deeded  to  the 
South  Parish  of  Wilbraham,  the  former  name  of  the  Hampden  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  Various  ministers  lived  in  the  parsonage  until  the  local 
federation  of  churches  took  place,  after  which  the  house  was  rented.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Perkins,  parents  of  Mrs.  R.  Lester  Bryans  and  Miss  L. 
Blanche  Perkins,  lived  here  for  25  years.  The  present  owners  purchased 
the  house  in  1953. 

About  50  years  ago  Rev.  Charles  B.  Bliss,  then  resident  pastor, 
made  some  repairs  in  the  front  hall,  attempting  to  enlarge  the  cloak¬ 
room.  When  the  laths  were  torn  away  the  tavern  pantry  was  brought  to 
light  with  the  shelves  just  as  they  were  used  before  they  were  supposedly 
sealed  forever  with  plaster  on  the  living  room  side. 

Platform  Scales.  Between  the  present  Fisher  house  and  the  H.  H. 
Thresher  barn  and  quite  near  Main  Street  there  used  to  be  some  platform 
scales  which  were  used  to  weigh  loads  of  hay,  charcoal,  etc.  It  is  not 
known  by  whom  they  were  built,  but  they  were  evidently  being  used 
when  William  P.  Chaffee  owned  the  Thresher  property.  Edward  P.  Lyons 
was  one  of  the  last  owners  of  these  scales. 

Mrs.  Ernest  W.  Howlett  —  The  Parson  Warren  House.  This  is  part 
of  the  property  William  King  sold  to  Zenas  Parsons  in  1784.  The  deed 
refers  to  a  house  thereon  and  it  would  seem  Mr.  King  may  have  built  a 
portion  of  the  present  house  sometime  previous  to  that  date.  Mr.  Parsons 
evidently  entered  into  joint  ownership  of  the  property  with  Thomas 
Dwight  since  in  1789  Rev.  Moses  Warren,  Hampden’s  first  minister, 
bought  the  corner  from  the  above  two  gentlemen.  Mr.  Warren  lived  his 
full  40  years  pastorate  in  this  house  from  1789  to  1829.  Before  the  fire¬ 
place  in  the  west  front  parlor,  he  trained  about  20  young  men  for  entry 
into  college.  One  of  his  best  known  students  was  Oliver  Bliss  Morris  of 
South  Road,  Judge  of  Probate  for  Hampden  County  from  1829  to  1858. 
Among  his  students  who  entered  the  ministry  were  Rev.  Enoch  Burt,  Rev. 
Noah  Saxton,  Rev.  Warren  Isham,  Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  Rev.  Samuel 
Bascom,  and  his  own  son,  Rev.  John  Bliss  Warren. 


The  Parson 
Warren  house. 
Now  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Ernest 
How/ett  and  her 
family,  including 
the  writer. 


Upon  the  death  of  Parson  Warren,  the  house  passed  to  his  son 
Aaron,  and  finally  to  his  grandson  John  Bliss  Warren.  Later  owners  were 
Charles  H.  Barrows,  author  of  Barrow’s  History  of  Springfield  and  Chief 
Justice  Marcus  P.  Knowlton  of  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Court,  neigh¬ 
boring  Glendale’s  most  famous  son.  The  Howlett  family  has  the  original 
deed  signed  by  the  chief  justice  and  his  wife  when  the  property  was  trans¬ 
ferred  in  1884  to  Frank  Davis,  stage  driver  to  Springfield,  from  whose 
widow  the  present  owners  purchased  it  in  1906.  In  one  of  the  front  rooms 
the  entire  fireplace  side  is  panelled  and  in  the  old  kitchen  fireplace  the  two 
original  bake  ovens  are  still  in  place,  one  in  the  back  and  one  at  the  side. 
It  is  a  rarity  for  two  ovens  to  be  found  in  one  fireplace.  H  and  HL  hinges 
predominate  in  the  west  part  of  the  house,  which  remains  just  the  same 
as  it  did  when  Parson  Warren  lived  here. 

H.  H.  Thresher.  The  land  on  which  the  house  was  built  evidently  be¬ 
longed  to  William  King  in  the  early  days.  It  passed  to  Jonathan  Dwight 
in  1784,  who  sold  it  to  various  people.  In  1794  he  deeded  one  section  to 
Isaac  Jones,  son-in-law  of  William  King,  who  in  turn  sold  his  portion 
to  Edward  Morris  in  1806.  Mr.  Dwight  sold  another  section  to  Asa 
Chaffee  and  Jonathan  Chaffee  who  erected  a  tannery  and  blacksmith  shop 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  property  near  the  bridge. 

In  1806  Mr.  Morris  deeded  what  is  now  the  east  portion  of  the 
Thresher  lot  to  Elizur  Tillotson,  Jr.,  and  in  1807  the  Chaffee  family  deeded 
the  west  portion  (including  their  business  property)  to  Mr.  Tillotson.  The 
latter  then  erected  the  present  house,  which  has  one  of  the  few  hip  roofs 
in  town,  and  conducted  a  tavern  therein.  In  1812  Mr.  Tillotson  sold  the 
property  to  James  S.  and  Edmund  Dwight  and  in  1814  the  latter  sold  to 
John  McCray.  Mr.  McCray  must  have  operated  a  tavern  here  before  either 
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he  or  his  son  started  the  one  in  the  old  Allen  House,  which  still  stands 
at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and  Somers  Road. 

In  1830  Mr.  McCray  sold  the  Thresher  property  to  Noah  Saxton, 
who  evidently  had  been  living  therein  before  the  sale  was  made.  Mr. 
Saxton  had  a  son,  Rev.  Noah  Chapin  Saxton,  who  was  a  circuit  rider 
throughout  southern  New  England  and  New  York  State,  preaching  in 
various  churches  and  homes.  A  descendant,  N.  Saxton  Eveleth  of  Long- 
meadow,  treasures  the  minister’s  diary.  Caroline  Saxton,  daughter  of 
Noah  Sr.,  married  Alford  Cooley  of  Longmeadow  in  1833  and  this  couple 
lived  in  the  house.  In  I860  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooley  sold  the  property  to 
William  P.  Chaffee,  who  again  operated  an  inn  in  the  building.  In  1901 
Charles  McCarthy  deeded  the  property  to  the  Hampden  Hotel  Co.,  who 
in  1906  sold  to  the  Thresher  family.  The  oil  tank  for  the  heating  system 
now  occupies  the  spot  in  the  basement  where  the  "bar’’  used  to  be  located 
and  the  old  tavern  dance  hall  above  the  wagon  sheds  may  still  be  visited. 
Among  the  people  who  operated  the  blacksmith  shop  near  the  bridge 
were  Joel  Chaffee,  Walter  Shaw,  and  Josiah  Beebe. 


The  Hampden  Hotel  about  1905  with  William  S.  Hunt  driving  a  " span 
of  horses.”  Now  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  H.  Thresher. 


Village  Green.  William  King  is  the  earliest  known  owner  of  this  plot 
of  ground.  The  Congregational  Church  bought  the  land  from  him  and 
erected  a  meeting  house  in  1783.  It  stood  here  until  1838  when  it  was 
moved  to  where  the  Town  House  stands.  In  the  recently  published  History 
of  Protestant  Churches  of  Hampden,  additional  details  regarding  the 
meeting  house  and  Rev.  Moses  Warren,  the  pastor,  have  been  given. 
World  War  I  Memorial  which  was  given  by  Charles  Henry  Burleigh  was 
erected  on  the  green  in  1920,  the  Congregational  Church  having  given 
the  land  to  the  town  some  time  previously.  Ezio  DeSantis,  who  carved 
the  soldier  on  the  monument  still  lives  in  Monson.  (1958) 

Edwin  Marcus  Chaffee  —  Hampden  Native,  Inventor  of  Rubber 

Processes.  While  it  has  always  been  common  knowledge  in  town  that 
Edwin  Marcus  Chaffee,  who  was  born  here  in  1806,  made  some  of  the 
most  important  discoveries  ever  made  in  the  rubber  industry  it  was  not 
known  until  this  book  was  ready  for  the  press  how  he  came  upon  the  basis 
of  his  most  important  invention. 

Mrs.  Wendell  Battige  of  Main  Street  recently  found  a  clipping  in 
an  old  trunk  from  the  Springfield  Sunday  Union  of  May  6,  1906.  The 
full  page  article  was  entitled  "The  Peaceful,  Lovable  Town  of  Hampden’’ 
and  was  an  account  of  the  village’s  earlier  industrial  prosperity  and  carried 
photos  of  several  landmarks. 

It  is  stated  that  it  is  not  generally  known  but  it  is  an  absolute  fact 
that  Hampden  was  the  birthplace  of  the  art  of  making  rubber  pliable  for 
the  manufacture  of  boots  and  garments.  It  further  said  that  the  house 
now  owned  by  Mrs.  Eleanor  (Burleigh)  McCray  on  Main  Street  was  the 
scene  of  the  discovery.  Edwin  Chaffee,  a  mechanical  genius,  one  day 
placed  a  quantity  of  raw  rubber  in  a  kettle  on  the  stove,  which  subse¬ 
quently  boiled  over.  The  odor  was  unpleasant  and  Mr.  Chaffee  threw  the 
molten  rubber  upon  the  snow  that  covered  his  dooryard.  In  the  morning 
he  happened  to  pick  up  the  material  he  had  thrown  away  and  was  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  it  pliable  and  elastic.  By  accident  he  had  discovered  what 
he  had  been  trying  to  find  for  years  by  experiments.  The  account  said  he 
sold  his  patent  on  the  invention  to  Charles  Goodyear  of  Providence,  the 
famous  manufacturer. 

We  find  from  the  Chaffee  Genealogy  that  on  August  31,  1836  a 
patent  was  granted  Edwin  Chaffee  for  his  process  of  applying  rubber  to 
cloth  and  other  articles  without  solvent.  This  process  rendered  the  goods 
more  durable  and  cut  the  cost  of  manufacturing  one-half. 

According  to  Encyclopedia  Americana  (1958  edition)  Mr.  Chaffee 
started  the  Roxbury  Rubber  Company,  the  first  actual  manufacturer  of 
rubber  goods  in  the  United  States.  This  company  later  became  the  Good- 


year  Mfg.  Co.  The  encyclopedia  also  states  that  Mr.  Chaffee  was  the 
inventor  of  the  two  machines  which  are  still  common  to  rubber  factories 
throughout  the  world  —  the  mill  and  the  calender. 

Mr.  Chaffee  was  the  son  of  Daniel  Chaffee  of  Riverside  Drive 
and  the  uncle  of  Mrs.  Lucy  (Chaffee)  Alden,  Hampden’s  poetess.  He  died 
in  1872  and  was  buried  in  Providence,  the  scene  of  his  later  inventions. 


Previous  to  1820,  this  maple  shaded  roadway  was  the  main  village  street. 
It  left  the  present  highway  in  front  of  H.  H.  Thresher’s  barn,  directly 
south  of  the  old  meetinghouse,  (which  stood  in  what  is  the  present  Main 
Street)  and  continued  out  the  Thresher  driveway  and  down  Riverside 
Drive,  passing  between  the  house  now  owned  by  Donald  Howlett  and  the 
river.  It  re-entered  the  present  Main  Street  near  Beebe’s  Plough  Shop, 
which  was  east  of  Buereau’s  Garage.  Some  of  the  deeds  made  out  150 
years  ago  call  this  the  "road  from  the  meetinghouse  through  the  mountains ” 

Mrs.  Lena  Leddy.  The  first  known  owner  of  the  land  on  which  this 
house  was  afterwards  built  was  Elisha  Woodward  and  deeds  indicate  that 
in  1797  he  sold  twenty  acres  to  Jonathan  Flynt.  In  1803,  Mr.  Flynt  sold 
one  acre  to  his  son  Jonathan,  Jr.,  and  the  latter  built  the  present  home 
sometime  thereafter.  Mr.  Flynt  erected  a  fulling  mill  below  the  dam 
which  we  will  learn  more  about  in  the  chapter  on  "Early  Shops  Near 
Center  Bridge!’ 

Other  owners  of  the  Leddy  house  have  been:  Isaac  Morris  (1807); 
George  Wright  (1810);  and  Clark  Dorman  (1811).  From  1814  to  1867 


Gambrel  roofed  home  of  Mrs.  Edivard  Leddy  photographed  about  1907. 


Beriah  Smith  and  Levi  Smith  owned  the  property  and  operated  a  clothier’s 
shop  and  carder’s  shop  on  the  premises.  In  1867  Levi  Smith  sold  the  house 
to  William  P.  Spellman,  who  willed  it  to  his  nephew,  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  Charles  C.  Spellman  of  Springfield.  In  1887  the  latter  sold  to  the 
Springfield  Mountains  Cooperative  Creamery,  who  operated  a  creamery 
west  of  the  present  house.  Later  owners  of  the  property  were  H.  H. 
Batchelor  and  James  L.  Weeks.  The  latter  officiated  as  the  "Village  Black¬ 
smith”  in  the  shop  which  is  now  the  home  of  George  Fisher,  Sr.  The 
Weeks  heirs  sold  the  house  to  Neil  and  Edwina  (Kibbe)  Stalker,  uncle 
and  aunt  of  Mrs.  Leddy. 

This  is  one  of  three  gambrel  roofed  houses  in  town.  Mrs.  Helen 
(Flynn)  Enslin  owns  one  of  this  type  on  North  Road  while  Neil  S.  Kibbe 
formerly  owned  the  other,  on  South  Road. 

Mrs.  Betty  Scheibler.  An  old  Chaffee  house  used  to  stand  here,  located 
on  the  back  of  the  lot  facing  the  river  and  the  original  road.  Jonathan 
Chaffee,  Jr.  a  physician  lived  here  in  1807.  It  is  not  known  whether  he 
practiced  his  profession  in  town.  His  daughter,  Sophronia,  was  probably 
born  here  in  1811.  The  latter  married  Hiram  Pease  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pease  were  the  grandparents  of  the  late  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Thresher.  Mr. 
Pease  evidently  inherited  the  property  from  his  father-in-law  since  we 
find  that  in  1856  he  sold  it  to  Lathrop  V.  Chaffee. 

The  original  house  has  been  gone  for  many  years.  In  the  early 
1900’s  Rev.  Charles  B.  Bliss  and  the  young  people  of  the  town  made  a 
tennis  court  on  the  lot,  which  was  popular  since  it  was  the  only  one  in 
town.  Nelson  M.  Carew  built  the  present  house,  afterwards  selling  it  to 
William  J.  Sessions.  After  the  death  of  the  latter,  Mr.  Carew  bought  the 
house  back  and  Mrs.  Carew  still  owned  it  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Mrs. 
Scheibler  acquired  the  house  in  1953. 
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Tennis  Rock.  Another  old  Chaffee  house  used  to  stand  here.  Daniel 
Chaffee,  brother  of  Jonathan,  Jr.,  lived  here.  He  was  a  tanner  and  shoe¬ 
maker.  Later  owners  of  the  property  were  Stephen  Newell  (1845);  Samuel 
Beebe  (1847);  Content  Underwood  (1854);  Lathrop  Chaffee  and  Nelson 
V.  Chaffee.  Nelson  M.  Carew  and  Mrs.  Rock’s  father  built  the  present 
house. 

Town  Pound.  This  used  to  be  located  at  the  bend  in  Riverside  Drive 
opposite  the  home  of  Donald  B.  Howlett  and  there  are  still  some  residents 
in  town  who  remember  it.  There  was  a  stone  wall  around  it  with  an 
entry  gate.  The  pound  keeper  drove  trespassing  cattle  therein  and  the 
owner  had  to  pay  a  fee  to  remove  his  stock. 

Donald  B.  Howlett.  The  first  known  owner  of  this  house  was  Erasmus 
D.  Chaffee  (son  of  Jonathan,  Jr.)  who  in  1850  sold  it  to  Hiram  Pease, 
his  brother-in-law.  In  1856  Lathrop  V.  Chaffee  purchased  the  property 
from  Mr.  Pease  and  in  1865  deeded  it  to  James  McCarthy  for  $575.  The 
purchase  price  would  indicate  that  it  was  then  a  very  small  house. 

Mr.  McCarthy  made  considerable  additions,  including  the  section 
on  the  north  side.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  Catholic  laymen  of  the  town 
and  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  new  section  of  his  home  was  added  for  the 
particular  use  of  the  Priest  who  came  from  Monson  to  conduct  Mass. 
This  was  before  St.  Mary’s  Church  was  erected  and  Mass  was  celebrated 
in  the  house  for  a  period.  On  some  Sundays  the  congregation  was  so 
large  that  many  of  them  had  to  stand  outdoors  during  the  services.  Mr. 
McCarthy’s  son  became  a  priest  as  did  his  grandson,  Rev.  James  Casey, 
son  of  Mathias  and  Bridget  (McCarthy)  Casey,  who  recently  retired  as 
pastor  of  Holy  Trinity  Church  in  Greenfield.  These  were  the  only  two 
Hampden  sons  to  enter  the  priesthood  up  to  the  present  time,  1957. 

In  1910  Nelson  M.  Carew  purchased  the  property  from  the 
McCarthy  heirs  and  the  same  year  sold  to  Cornelius  J.  Flynn,  uncle  of 
Mrs.  Howlett. 
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MAIN  STREET  — WEST 


Conti's  Store.  Records  indicate  that  there  has  been  a  store  on  this 
corner  for  more  than  150  years.  Sometime  previous  to  1807  Eneas  and 
William  Clark  operated  a  store  here  and  in  that  year  they  deeded  the 
buildings  to  Jonathan  Flynt  and  Edward  Morris.  Mr.  Flynt  must  have 
bought  out  Mr.  Morris’  share  since  we  find  in  1809  he  sold  the  property 
to  his  son  Levi,  who  married  Betsy,  daughter  of  Robert  Sessions.  In  1821 
Levi  Flynt  and  Rufus  Flynt  sold  the  corner  to  Robert  Sessions. 

In  1821  Mr.  Sessions  leased  the  corner  property  to  Dudley  Post 
and  Gordon  Saxton.  Mr.  Post  was  Hampden’s  first  postmaster  and  is 
supposed  to  have  opened  the  first  post  office  here  in  1826.  During  the 
time  that  Mr.  Saxton  ran  the  store  Mrs.  Francis  C.  Sessions,  daughter-in- 
law  of  Robert  Sessions  and  her  son,  Francis  Jr.,  occupied  an  apartment 
in  the  building.  The  latter  became  president  of  a  Columbus,  Ohio  bank 
and  gave  to  the  old  Congregational  Church  the  beautifully  toned  bell 
which  called  worshippers  to  service  each  Sunday. 

In  1834  Robert  Sessions  leased  the  store  to  Charles  Lewis.  Mr. 
Sessions  still  owned  the  buildings  on  the  corner  when  he  died  since  in 
his  will,  probated  in  1837,  he  gave  his  daughter  Betsy  Flynt  1/3  of  this 
real  estate  and  another  daughter,  Hannah  Miller,  the  other  2/3. 

Mrs.  Mina  (Sessions)  Gibson,  a  direct  descendent  of  Robert  Ses¬ 
sions,  has  recently  forwarded  for  our  examination  the  original  deed  from 
the  Flynt  family  to  him,  as  well  as  the  original  leases  made  to  Dudley 
Post,  Gordon  Saxton,  and  Charles  Lewis. 

From  here  on  for  a  period  the  line  of  ownership  is  not  clear  but 
William  P.  Spellman  had  a  store  in  the  building  in  1855,  while  his  brother 
had  one  directly  opposite  on  Main  Street.  Charles  I.  Burleigh,  Charles 
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The  post  office 
and  Hunt’s  Store 
in  1904.  Note 
the  milk  cans 
and  grain  bags 
on  the  sleds. 
Mrs.  Leroy 
Howlett’s  house 
in  the  distance. 
Conti’ s  Store 
now  stands 
on  the  spot. 


Chaffee,  Mathias  Casey,  and  William  S.  Hunt  were  later  proprietors  of 
the  store  on  the  corner.  Mr.  Casey  had  the  first  telephone  exchange  in 
town  in  this  building.  The  first  toll  call  which  came  through  on  May  16, 
1898  from  New  York  City  for  the  Ravine  Mfg.  Co.,  found  Mr.  Casey’s 
daughter  Nellie  at  the  switchboard.  She  became  so  excited  that  she  had 
to  call  to  her  neighbor,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Lyons  to  assist  her  in  plugging  in  the 
wires  for  such  an  important  conversation!  Old  "Matt”  Casey  himself  was 
no  slouch  when  it  came  to  efficient  report  service:  —  "Never  mind  the 
number  —  I  know  the  numbers! !  Who  d’ye  want?  Well,  I’ll  not  be  ring¬ 
ing  him  for  he’s  gone  to  the  city  and  won’t  be  home  ’til  milkin’.” 

Mr.  Hunt  built  the  present  house  to  replace  the  previous  building 
which  burned  in  1907.  Dr.  Harlan  F.  Curtis,  Hampden’s  last  resident 
physician,  had  an  office  in  the  new  house  for  a  short  time.  Albert  G. 
Corey  erected  the  present  store,  which  was  afterwards  owned  by  Nelson 
M.  Carew,  whose  widow  sold  both  dwelling  and  store  to  Dominic  Conti. 

It  is  not  known  whether  the  store  which  burned  in  1907  was  the 
one  that  the  Clark  family  sold  in  1807  but  it  would  seem  from  examina¬ 
tion  of  pictures  that  it  would  not  have  been  old  enough.  Some  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Robert  Sessions  built  the  latter  building.. 

Old  Town  Hall.  This  building  with  the  Ionic  pillars  in  front  is  an 
outstanding  example  of  the  Greek  Revival  Era  in  architecture  which 
flourished  in  1844  when  a  group  of  public  spirited  men  started  South 
Wilbraham  Academy  and  erected  it.  Several  other  distinguishing  features 
were  lost  when  the  building  was  struck  by  lightning  about  45  years  ago. 
George  Brooks  was  the  first  principal  while  Alonzo  B.  Newell  was  the 
last  teacher.  Town  meetings  were  held  in  this  building  until  the  new 
Town  House  was  erected  in  1932. 
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Town  House  —  Library.  One  of  the  first  houses  in  town  was  built 
by  William  King  in  1744  on  this  corner,  near  the  street.  It  was  a  lean-to 
house,  the  back  running  to  the  ground.  It  afterwards  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Robert  Sessions  and  his  son,  Capt.  Charles  Sessions,  lived  here. 
When  the  church  was  moved  from  the  Village  Green  to  this  spot  in 
1838,  the  Sessions  house  was  moved  to  where  the  Lyons  house  now  stands. 
The  Congregational  Church  stood  on  the  spot  until  it  burned  in  1924. 

Town  House  —  Auditorium.  S.  Clark  Spellman  started  a  store  here 
about  1844.  It  is  not  known  who  built  the  building,  which  was  of  the 


The  old  Spellman  block,  used  as  a  store  from  1844  until  it  burned  in  1918. 
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Greek  Revival  Style,  but  it  is  assumed  that  he  did.  His  son  Charles  C. 
Spellman,  born  in  the  house  on  the  corner  in  1843,  was  afterwards 
County  Commissioner  and  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  East  Longmeadow  was 
named  after  him.  The  building  later  housed  Hitchcock’s  Drugstore,  the 
first  one  in  town,  Keith’s  Market,  L.  O.  Howlett’s  Market,  W.  S.  Hunt’s 
Store,  and  A.  G.  Corey’s  Store.  The  building  burned  in  1918,  when  Mr. 
Corey  had  the  store  and  post  office  therein.  Arthur  Jones  later  built  a 
cement  block  building  on  the  spot  in  which  he  conducted  a  store  for  a 
period.  It  was  afterwards  operated  by  A.  H.  Phillips  who  had  a  chain  of 
stores  in  Springfield  and  later  A.  G.  Corey  who  again  had  a  post  office 
on  the  lot.  When  the  Town  House  was  built  Miss  Elizabeth  Sessions 
bought  the  building  and  had  it  torn  down.  The  cement  blocks  were  later 
used  in  building  the  present  Fire  House. 

Miss  Gertrude  Lyons.  As  stated  above,  Capt.  Charles  Sessions  moved 
the  old  William  King  house  to  this  spot  when  the  Congregational  Church 
was  moved  from  the  Village  Green  to  where  the  Town  House  is  now 
located.  It  is  not  known  how  much  of  the  upright  part  of  the  Lyons  house 
(which  portion  burned  in  1918)  may  have  been  built  by  Mr.  King,  but 
Rev.  Edward  A.  Chase  in  his  historical  address  made  in  1885  indicated 
that  he  "supposed  it  was  the  old  frame!’  In  any  event,  Mr.  Sessions  must 
have  re-built  it  as  old  deeds  that  we  have  seen  call  it  the  Capt.  Sessions 
house  rather  than  the  King  house. 

Some  time  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Sessions  in  1842  the  property 


The  Edward  P.  Lyons  house  was  called  in  the  early  days  the  Capt.  Charles  Sessions 
house.  If  you  can  imagine  the  Spellman  block  to  the  right  of  this  and  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  farther  to  the  east  you  can  envision  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
Center  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 
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passed  to  Marcus  Beebe  and  his  brothers  and  the  new  owners  added  an 
ell,  which  is  the  west  portion  of  the  present  house.  In  1866  the  Beebe 
family  sold  the  property  to  Amos  Whitaker,  one  of  the  early  stage  drivers 
to  Springfield.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bradway,  Mr.  Whitaker’s  daughter,  sold  the 
house  to  Edward  P.  Lyons  in  1911.  In  1918  the  upright  part  was  burned 
to  the  ground,  leaving  the  ell  built  by  the  Beebe  family.  Mr.  Lyons,  father 
of  Miss  Gertrude  Lyons  afterwards  added  the  main  part  of  the  present 
home  to  the  old  ell. 

Mrs.  Frances  Garfield.  Another  old  Chaffee  house  used  to  stand  here. 
Lathrop  V.  Chaffee  and  his  son  Nelson  V.  Chaffee  were  early  owners. 
Later  Epaphro  A.  Day,  referred  to  in  the  Bennett  Road  section,  lived  here. 
After  the  old  house  burned  in  1923  Nelson  M.  Carew  built  the  present 
one  and  lived  therein.  It  afterwards  passed  to  Mrs.  Carew  and  then  to 
the  present  owner  in  1953. 

Frederick  Ross  —  The  Dr.  Ballard  House.  This  is  one  of  the  few 

houses  in  town  for  which  not  only  the  exact  building  date  is  known  but 
also  the  name  of  the  carpenter.  During  recent  renovations,  Mr.  Ross  was 
surprised  to  find  inside  a  door  casing  a  4 "  bottle,  1 "  in  diameter,  evidently 
made  for  a  patent  medicine  called  "Dr.  J.  Moore’s  Essence  Life’’  since 
this  name  was  stamped  thereon.  Inside  the  bottle  was  a  small  flat  stick 
of  wood  on  which  had  been  printed:  "Put  here  by  a  young  carpenter. 
Walter  Joel  Wilson  Dec.  27,  18737  No  one  living  in  town  seems  to 
remember  Mr.  Wilson  and  he  may  have  been  imported  to  do  the  work. 

In  1871  Dr.  George  T.  Ballard  and  his  wife,  the  former  Delia 
Spellman,  had  purchased  the  land  from  Solomon  Spellman,  who  in  turn 
had  bought  it  from  John  R.  West.  Dr.  Ballard,  who  had  his  office  in  the 
basement,  was  town  physician  for  many  years  and  there  are  still  quite  a 
few  residents  here  at  whose  birth  he  officiated.  He  was  the  last  doctor  to 
stay  any  great  length  of  time.  Charles  S.  Ballard,  a  Springfield  Attorney, 
was  the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ballard  and  the  authority  on  Hampden  history 
to  whom  many  references  have  been  made  in  this  text.  This  is  the  "Dr. 
Sessions”  house  in  Mrs.  Terhune’s  books.  Nelson  M.  Carew  bought  the 
property  from  the  Charles  Ballard  estate  and  owned  it  for  a  period.  The 
present  owner  purchased  it  in  1953. 

George  W.  Carter.  This  is  the  "Em!’  Turner  House  featured  in  Mrs. 
Terhune’s  books.  It  was  moved  from  North  Road  to  Main  Street  in  1931 
when  work  on  the  Town  House  was  started.  More  information  about 
this  house  has  been  given  in  the  section  on  North  Road. 


Mrs.  E.  Norton 
Davis  is  calling 
on  " Aunt  Em 
Turner”  when 
the  latter’s  house 
stood  on  North 
Road.  Note 
the  attractive 
” summer  house” 
at  the  right. 

The  house  is 
now  on  Main 
Street  and  owned 
by  George  W . 
Carter. 


Parish  House  of  Federated  Community  Church.  The  first  deed 
found  for  this  property  was  one  dated  in  1857  when  Robert  Oscar  Sessions 
sold  it  to  Bela  M.  Kent  and  John  Ormsby,  Jr.  Since  the  deed  read  "with 
buildings  thereon ”  we  assume  that  the  present  house  was  then  standing. 
We  also  find  that  a  map  of  the  town  for  1855  shows  a  house  on  this  spot. 
Later  in  1857  Messrs.  Kent  and  Ormsby  sold  the  property  to  Servetus 
Leach,  while  on  Aug.  5,  1858  Mr.  Leach  sold  it  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  On  April  26,  1860  the  trustees  deeded  the 
present  parish  house  back  to  Robert  O.  Sessions,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to 
May  A.  Cone  in  1864.  Later  owners  have  been  Amos  Hines  (1873); 
Warner  S.  Chapin  (1901);  William  D.  McCray  (1913);  Harold  Young 
(1921);  Samuel  Viggers  (1929);  Harold  Green,  Herbert  L.  Burnham, 
and  Roy  Sickles.  The  latter  sold  to  the  Federated  Communuity  Church, 
completing  a  circle,  since  the  Methodist  branch  owned  it  nearly  100  years 
ago.  Many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  century,  the  main  door  having 
been  moved  from  the  west  side  to  the  front  side,  and  dormer  windows, 
piazza,  and  rooms  added. 

Federated  Community  Church  —  Formerly  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  early  history  of  the  land  on  which  this  church  stands  is  the 
same  as  for  the  parish  house,  the  first  known  owners  being  Robert  Oscar 
Sessions,  Messrs.  Kent  and  Ormsby,  and  Servetus  Leach.  This  lot  was 
sold  to  the  church  by  Mr.  Leach  in  1858,  at  the  same  time  he  sold  what 
is  now  the  Parish  House.  The  map  of  1855  shows  a  house  standing 
thereon,  then  owned  by  Robert  O.  Sessions,  which  must  have  been  torn 
down  or  removed  from  the  property. 

We  have  learned  from  the  chapter  on  North  Road  that  the  church 


103 


The  Methodist  Church  in  1900  shoiving  the  present  parish  house  to  the  left 
and  the  horse  sheds  behind.  This  is  the  present  Federated  Community  Church. 


was  erected  there  in  1832  and  removed  to  this  spot  in  1859.  What  had 
been  the  rear  side  was  now  used  for  the  front  side  and  a  spire  added  and 
seats  turned  to  face  in  the  opposite  direction.  If  you  will  look  at  the 
south  side  when  driving  down  Riverside  Drive  you  will  see  how  the 
front  of  the  building  looked  when  it  was  on  North  Road. 

Albert  Payson  Terhune,  the  noted  writer  of  dog  stories,  and  Miss 
Anice  Stockton  of  South  Road  were  married  in  this  church  on  Sept.  2, 
1901  and  Mrs.  Terhune  tells  of  the  wedding  in  her  book  entitled  "The 
Bert  Terhune  I  Knew!’  For  further  information  on  this  building  see 
"Historical  Sketch  of  the  Protestant  Churches  of  Hampden"  written  a 
few  years  ago. 

Parsonage  of  Federated  Community  Church.  Rev.  Arthur  San¬ 
ders,  present  pastor,  (1958)  had  been  endeavoring  for  some  time  to 
ascertain  the  date  the  parsonage  was  built,  having  been  pouring  over 
records  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  in  the  Wilbraham  Assessor’s  Office. 
He  was,  therefore,  thrilled  when  during  recent  renovations  at  the  parson¬ 
age  a  mantel  was  removed,  to  find  a  scrap  of  lumber  bearing  the  legend 
"John  R.  West,  Carpenter  and  Joiner,  South  Wilbraham,  Sept.  25,  1852” 
Mr.  West  was  a  prominent  local  builder  and  this  was  undoubtedly  the 
date  the  mantel  was  placed.  (Would  that  all  prayers  were  as  efficacious 
as  those  of  a  parson.) 

More  recently  a  deed  has  been  found  showing  that  on  April  19,  1850 
Robert  O.  Sessions  deeded  to  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  the  lot  on  which  the  parsonage  now  stands.  The  deed  refers  to 
r  buildings  thereon:  This  would  lead  one  to  believe  that  there  must  have 
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been  a  house  where  the  parsonage  now  stands  which  was  torn  down. 
Work  on  the  new  house  was  probably  started  in  1850  but  the  finishing 
wood  may  not  have  been  put  in  position  for  two  years. 

Various  Methodist  and  Federated  Ministers  have  lived  in  this 
parsonage.  In  the  early  1900’s  it  was  rented  to  Fred  J.  Kenworthy,  veteran 
stage  driver.  Mrs.  Kenworthy  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Bennett,  a 
Methodist  minister  and  had  lived  in  the  house  as  a  girl. 

Horse  Sheds  of  Federated  Community  Church.  Providing  parking 
facilities  is  no  prerogative  of  modern  business  for  every  proper  church 
was  equipped  with  a  long  row  of  horse  sheds  at  the  rear  of  the  meeting 
house  to  shelter  the  faithful  animals  who  patiently  waited  while  their 
owners  performed  their  Sabbath  duties. 

In  1859  the  Methodist  parish  bought  some  land  from  Lathrop  V. 
Chaffee  south  of  the  church  for  these  sheds.  Mr.  Chaffee  was  given  per¬ 
mission  to  pass  with  teams  "west  side  of  the  meetinghouse!’  This  was 
the  beginning  of  the  present  Riverside  Drive  entrance  from  Main  Street. 
When  the  parsonage  was  rented  to  Fred  J.  Kenworthy  in  the  early  1900’s 
the  church  sheds  housed  several  stage  coaches  of  ancient  vintage  which 
were  used  to  transport  passengers  to  and  from  the  East  Longmeadow 
Railroad  Station. 

Leslie  F.  Woods.  This  house  was  built  by  Joel  Newcomb,  he  having 
bought  the  land  from  the  Methodist  Church  in  1852.  The  next  owner 
was  evidently  Sullivan  Stanton  who  was  postmaster  from  1870—1882 
and  ran  the  post  office  in  what  is  now  Mrs.  Woods’  kitchen.  The  house 
next  belonged  to  his  son-in-law  Andrew  Beebe.  Miss  Etta  C.  Beebe, 
daughter  of  Andrew  was  a  well-known  school  teacher  in  town  for  almost 
her  entire  adult  life.  There  are  several  still  living  here  who  were  her 
pupils.  Mrs.  Woods’  father,  William  D.  McCray,  bought  the  house  in  1938. 

Harold  D.  Jones.  In  1834  Lombard  Hancock  bought  six  acres  of  land 
from  John  Hancock  for  $100  and  built  this  typical  Greek  Revival  house. 
Three  years  later  the  five  sons  of  Stuart  and  Sophia  Beebe  bought  it  for 
a  home  for  their  parents.  Stuart  was  the  son  of  Captain  Steward  Beebe 
who  had  built  the  Charles  Melville  house.  The  former  practiced  law  here, 
and  served  for  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  His  son  Decius  who 
succeeded  him  in  ownership  was  a  selectman  at  the  time  the  town  sepa¬ 
rated  from  Wilbraham.  The  same  family  has  owned  the  house  since 
1837  as  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  direct  descendant. 

Marcus  Beebe,  Jr.,  grandson  of  Stuart,  used  to  tell  a  story  of 
"Lummy”  Hancock  who  built  the  house.  "  Lummy”  was  a  man  who  was 
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wont  to  imbibe  rather  too  freely  even  though  the  raucous  temperance 
meetings  of  that  day  left  him  well  aware  of  the  warm  reception  he  could 
expect  in  the  hereafter.  Marcus  clearly  remembered  that  when  he  was  a 
small  boy  the  old  man  warned  him  very  sagely  "Drink  is  a  very  evil 
thing  —  Now  I  am  a  drunkard  —  and  I  am  going  straight  to  Hell  —  But 
I  don’t  want  to  see  you  there!” 

Mrs.  June  Godfrey  —  ( The  Former  Prickett  House).  The  oldest  deed 
located  for  this  property  was  dated  1821  when  David  Stebbins,  Jr.,  sold 
it  to  Amos  Sikes  with  one  acre  of  land  and  buildings  thereon.  In  1823 
a  mortgage  for  $6 00  was  put  on  the  property  and  that  same  year  Mr. 
Sikes  sold  it  to  Edward  Adams  and  John  Hancock.  The  latter  sold  the 
property  to  Edward  Adams  in  1828,  and  upon  his  death  it  passed  to  his 
son,  John  Quincy  Adams.  Several  Baptist  ministers  lived  in  the  home 
at  various  times,  including  Rev.  N.  D.  Parsons  and  Rev.  D.  H.  Irving. 
Later  owners  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  L.  McCray,  Miss  Pamela  Bickley,  and 
Mrs.  Lily  Prickett. 

Why  does  the  front  door  face  to  the  east  rather  than  toward  Main 
Street?  Rumor  has  it  that  an  old  road  used  to  go  down  past  this  house 
to  the  Sessions  Mill  on  the  river  bank. 

Adams  Wheelwright  Shop.  Between  the  present  Godfrey  and 
Haynes  houses  used  to  stand  the  wheelwright  shop  of  Edward  and  John 
Quincy  Adams.  We  wonder  if  there  are  any  wagons  in  Hampden  today 
which  were  made  by  these  two  skilled  workmen  in  this  shop. 

Francis  Haynes.  This  house  was  built  by  John  Q.  Adams  about  1872 
when  he  married  Delia  Lee.  Hampden’s  first  library,  established  in  1891, 
was  housed  in  the  upper  front  room  with  Mrs.  Adams  as  the  first  librarian. 
The  property  was  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  L.  McCray  in  1920  and  the 
present  owners  purchased  it  from  Mrs.  McCray  in  1954. 

Miss  Hazel  Mansfield.  The  earliest  deed  found  by  Miss  Mansfield 
was  one  that  covered  the  transfer  of  the  property  from  Charles  Sessions 
to  John  Hancock  in  1834.  The  present  "ell”  was  evidently  then  on  the  lot. 
In  1834  Mr.  Hancock  sold  the  house  to  Alanson  Bugbee  and  in  1839  the 
latter  sold  to  David  and  John  Ames.  In  1840  the  Ames  family  sold  to 
Marcus  Beebe  and  the  property  remained  in  the  latter  family  for  over 
100  years.  While  Mr.  Beebe  was  building  the  upright  part  of  the  house 
in  1844  he  lived  across  the  way  in  what  is  now  Hatch’s  Store.  This  part 
of  the  house  was  patterned  after  the  other  Beebe  house,  next  east,  but 
made  two  stories  instead  of  one  and  one-half. 


Miss  Hazel 
Mansfield  has 
returned  the 
picket  fence 
to  the 

Marcus  Beebe 
homestead. 


Marcus  Beebe  built  the  plow  and  wheelbarrow  shop  which  stood 
opposite  "Green  Valley!’  Here  many  farm  implements  were  manufac¬ 
tured,  including  the  famous  plows  to  be  drawn  by  slaves  which  he  made 
to  be  sold  in  his  brother’s  hardware  store  in  New  Orleans. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  D.D.,  famous  Unitarian  divine 
and  perhaps  best  known  as  the  author  of  the  book,  "The  Man  Without 
A  Country"  honored  this  house  by  coming  here  to  officiate  at  the  marriage 
of  his  friend  Rev.  Calvin  Stebbins,  D.D.,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Beebe.  The 
service  was  held  in  the  white  picketed  front  yard. 

The  story  goes  that  the  family,  not  wishing  to  neglect  the  resident 
pastor,  had  asked  Dr.  Hale  to  give  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitehill  some  part  in 
the  service.  The  visitor  arrived  rather  late  and  was  hurriedly  introduced 
to  the  assembled  guests.  The  bride’s  father,  Marcus  Beebe,  being  tall 
and  rather  imposing  was  mistaken  by  Dr.  Hale  for  the  local  minister 
and  was  asked  what  part  he  wished  to  take  in  the  service.  Mr.  Beebe 
vehemently  disclaimed  any  such  desire,  so  consequently  Dr.  Hale  per¬ 
formed  the  whole  rite,  thereby  upsetting  the  home  town  minister  no  little. 

When  later  the  full  story  came  out  and  Mr.  Beebe  was  asked  why 
he  didn’t  realize  that  a  mistake  was  being  made,  he  said  "I  thought  it 
was  just  some  new  Unitarian  wrinkle!” 

Years  later  the  bride’s  brother,  Marcus  Beebe,  Jr.,  met  Dr.  Hale 
and  when  he  recalled  the  wedding  to  him,  the  theologian  said,  "Oh,  yes! 
That’s  where  I  made  that  awful  blunder!” 

Hatch's  Store.  According  to  Stoddard  Burt’s  day  book,  in  1828  he  did 
carpenter  work  for  William  S.  Burt,  and  we  believe  he  was  building  this 
house,  which  Mr.  Burt  sold  in  1842  to  William  S.  Mosely.  William  Burt, 
Jr.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad,  was  probably 
born  in  the  house.  His  sister  Kate  married  Ginery  Twitchell,  who  was 
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also  interested  in  the  B  &  A  in  its  earliest  days. 

In  1852  Mr.  Mosely  sold  the  property  to  Eliza  Witt  and  the 
latter  sold  to  James  Mulroney  in  1889-  While  the  Witt  family  owned 
the  house,  Samuel  Jilson  and  family  lived  therein.  After  the  death  of 
Mr.  Mulroney  the  place  was  owned  by  D.  L.  McCray  who  sold  to  Harry 
Temple,  who  remodeled  the  house  into  a  store.  Mr.  Temple  sold  to 
Homer  L.  Hatch  in  1932. 

Lester  Grant.  This  house  was  originally  Roper’s  Clover  Cleaning  Mill 
which  once  stood  across  Main  Street  on  the  river  bank.  Holes  may  still 
be  seen  in  the  cellar  where  the  ropes  and  machinery  came  through  the 
floor.  After  it  was  moved  to  the  present  location  it  was  used  as  a  mill 
boarding  house  by  the  owners,  The  Lacousic  Woolen  Company.  John  P. 
Cady  and  family  lived  here  at  one  time.  In  the  early  1900’s  Clark  Goodwill 
operated  a  livery  stable  on  the  premises.  The  last  hearse  owned  by  the 
town  used  to  be  kept  in  one  of  the  sheds.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Goodwill 
his  heirs  sold  the  house  to  Henry  Mitchell.  Clifford  Gunther  was  a  later 
owner  and  he  sold  the  property  to  Mr.  Grant  in  1956. 

Harold  Green.  About  where  the  present  house  stands  was  the  Baptist 
Parsonage,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1890.  Where  Green’s  Drugstore 
is  now  located  was  the  Baptist  Church,  which  was  built  in  1854.  This 
church  had  a  beautiful  spire,  which  could  be  seen  all  over  the  village. 
It  was  particularly  noticeable  as  one  entered  the  village  below  the  dam 
at  the  old  ice  plant. 


The  Baptist  Church  In  1900.  Far  left  stands  the  Bernard  Ackerman 
home  and  in  the  center  the  late  W.  AI.  Pease  house  ivhich  burned. 


The  Baptist  Church  was  unusual,  in  that  it  also  accommodated  a 
large  country  store  in  the  vestry.  The  entrance  was  on  the  west.  As  this 
meeting  house  was  of  the  Baptist  denomination  the  bottom  of  the 
baptismal  font  was  clearly  visible  in  the  lowered  ceiling  of  the  store. 
Among  proprietors  of  the  establishment  were:  Horton  Hendrick,  a  Mr. 
Scripter,  W.  P.  Fuller  (1877),  Sumner  Smith,  Julius  L.  Gottsche,  Willie 
M.  Pease  and  Harry  Temple.  People  were  much  intrigued  when  Mr. 
Scripter  owned  it,  as  there  was  then  Scripter  below  and  "The  Scripture” 
above. 

The  church  burned  in  1932  and  the  Baptist  Society  built  the 
Green  residence  as  a  combination  chapel  and  parsonage.  Rev.  Roger 
Charbonneau,  Rev.  Barr,  and  Rev.  John  Cameron  lived  in  the  apartment 
at  various  times.  Mr.  Green  erected  the  drug  store  in  1955. 

Walter  Ellsworth.  The  first  person  known  to  have  lived  in  the  old 
two  family  house  which  used  to  stand  here  was  Horton  Hendrick,  who 
operated  the  store  in  the  church  vestry.  Afterwards  the  Ashley  family, 
Julius  Gottsche,  and  Willie  M.  Pease  lived  here.  The  building  burned 
in  1932  when  the  church  was  destroyed.  The  telephone  exchange  was 
located  in  the  west  side  of  the  house  at  that  time.  Mr.  Pease  then  built 
the  present  house  which  his  heirs  sold  to  the  present  owner. 


The  W .  M.  Pease  house.  Notice  the  streetlight,  and  the  sign  pointing  to  Gottsche’ s 
Store  in  the  church  basement.  When  the  church  building  and  this  house  burned 
Hampden  suffered  a  fourfold  loss,  namely  the  Baptist  sanctuary,  village  store,  town 
clerk’s  office  and  telephone  exchange,  the  latter  two  being  in  the  Pease  house. 


Mrs.  Esther  (Ackerman)  Edwards.  The  first  known  owner  was 
Robert  Oscar  Sessions  who  owned  considerable  property  on  lower  Main 
Street.  In  1848  he  sold  to  Scripter  and  Sage,  the  owners  at  that  time  of 
the  Lacousic  Woolen  Mills.  A  map  of  1855  shows  that  the  house  and 
barn  had  been  built  previous  to  that  date.  This  house,  was  always  called 
the  "Soap  House"  as  it  was  used  for  the  manufacture  of  soap  to  be  used 
in  the  washing  of  the  wool.  The  barn  was  used  for  the  storage  of  the 
wool.  Either  before  or  after  the  mill  burned  in  1892  the  soap  house  was 
made  into  a  residence  and  in  1898  Ellen  Wall,  sister  of  Patrick  E.  Wall, 
the  last  owner  of  the  mill,  sold  the  property  to  Erastus  Edmunds.  Julius 

L.  Gottsche  was  a  later  owner  and  in  1914  he  deeded  the  place  to  Frank 
Malachowski,  who  sold  to  the  Ackerman  family  in  1924. 

Fire  House.  The  building  that  used  to  stand  on  this  spot  was  the  mill 
office,  which  was  later  a  barber  shop.  The  fire  house  was  built  from 
cement  blocks  that  had  been  used  previously  in  the  store  that  Arthur 
Jones,  father  of  Mrs.  Norris  Fitzgerald,  erected  on  the  present  Town 
House  site,  after  Corey  s  Store  burned. 

Milton  Fiske.  Robert  Oscar  Sessions  sold  the  land  to  Gideon  Day  in 
1852  and  the  latter  probably  built  the  house.  His  daughter,  Miss  Stella 
Day,  lived  here  in  the  early  1900’s.  Charles  D.  Fiske,  father  of  the  present 
owner,  bought  the  property  in  1913. 

George  Krook.  J.  B.  Cunningham,  grandfather  of  the  late  Mrs.  Nelson 

M.  Carew,  bought  the  house  or  lot  from  Robert  Oscar  Sessions  in  1850. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Sessions  built  the  house.  In  1870  J.  W.  Stimson  lived  here. 
In  1894  J.  Ryan  had  a  store  in  the  building.  In  the  early  1900’s  Corwin 
L.  Kibbe  conducted  a  market  in  the  ell  and  his  delivery  wagon  (and 
afterwards  truck)  loaded  with  fish,  fresh  vegetables,  canned  goods,  etc., 
was  a  familiar  sight  through  Somers,  East  Longmeadow,  Wilbraham, 
and  this  town  for  many  years.  After  Mr.  Kibbe’s  death  his  heirs  sold  to 
the  present  owner  in  1950. 

Mrs.  John  Swenson.  Robert  O.  Sessions  was  an  early  owner  of  the  lot. 
In  1855,  J.  B.  Cunningham,  referred  to  above,  had  a  blacksmith  shop 
here.  Later  owners  were  Joseph  W.  Stimson,  and  Charles  W.  Twist.  (1886) 
In  the  early  1900’s  John  Swenson,  Mrs.  Swenson’s  husband,  operated 
the  shop.  He  was  the  first  chief  and  "father"  of  the  Hampden  Volunteer 
Fire  Department.  He  built  the  body  for  the  first  fire  truck  with  his  own 
hands.  In  the  rear  section  of  the  house  the  blacksmith  shop  still  remains 
intact,  with  the  forge  on  which  so  many  horse  shoes  have  been  hammered 
out  still  in  place. 


no 


The  "old  fort ”  in 
1900.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alexander 
E and o ski,  Jr.  have 
made  a  remarkably 
fine  home  of  this 
landmark. 


Alexander  Bandoski,  Jr.  —  "The  Fort."  This  house  has  had  an  un¬ 
usual  history.  In  1810  the  main  part  stood  on  Chapin  Road,  at  the  left 
side  of  the  driveway  to  what  is  now  Mrs.  L.  O.  Howlett’s  home.  It  was 
like  a  gatekeeper’s  lodge.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Morris)  Chaffee,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Mercy  (Flynt)  Morris,  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Lucy  (Chaffee) 
Alden,  Hampden’s  poetess,  was  born  in  the  house  in  that  year.  Mrs.  Alden 
once  told  the  Rev.  Charles  B.  Bliss  she  remembered  when  it  stood  there. 
This  is  probably  the  reason  why  the  well  near  the  road  in  front  of  the 
Howlett  house  happens  to  be  in  existence. 

Some  time  after  Sarah  Morris  was  born,  this  little  house  was 
moved  to  its  present  location  on  Main  Street  and  was  used  to  store 
ammunition  for  the  local  company  of  the  State  Militia.  There  were  then 
no  houses  in  this  vicinity  and,  therefore,  should  any  of  the  ammunition 
happen  to  explode  there  would  be  no  loss  of  property.  This  is  the  reason 
the  house  is  called  "The  Fort!’ 

From  1792  through  the  period  of  the  War  of  1812  our  village 
had  an  active  company  of  militia  which  trained  with  the  one  from  the 
mother  town  of  Wilbraham  on  the  green  in  front  of  the  Mile  Tree  School 
in  Wilbraham.  Charles  Sessions,  Comfort  Chaffee,  Jr.,  and  John  Carpenter 
were  captains  at  various  times.  Stephen  West  was  a  quartermaster- 
sergeant,  and  the  latter’s  son  John  was  a  major.  Our  library  has  a  photo¬ 
static  copy  of  Mr.  West’s  commission,  dated  in  1792,  signed  by  Thomas 
Dwight,  colonel. 

It  is  not  known  who  owned  the  house  when  it  was  moved  to  its 
present  location,  but  the  William  R.  Sessions  family  evidently  lived  here 
for  a  period  as  the  late  William  J.  Sessions  was  born  here.  The  old  fire¬ 
place  in  the  cellar,  where  all  the  cooking  was  done,  is  still  in  its  original 
position.  The  Lacousic  Woolen  Company  owned  the  house  in  1870  and 
rented  it  to  its  employees.  This  company  may  have  added  the  ells.  Later 
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Nelson  M.  Carew  owned  the  property  for  many  years  and  it  was  sold 
to  the  present  owners  in  1953. 

Scripter  Architecture.  Eleazer  Scripter,  who  was  associated  with  his 
relative,  Luther  E.  Sage,  in  the  ownership  of  the  Lacousic  Mills,  built 
many  of  the  houses  in  this  area.  Lie  bought  the  land  on  both  sides  of 
Main  Street  probably  from  Robert  O.  Sessions.  Several  of  his  houses 
can  be  recognized  from  the  decorative  scrolls  under  the  eaves.  Some  have 
had  the  decorations  removed  by  subsequent  owners  during  reconstruction 
and  painting  operations.  Evidently  Mr.  Scripter  erected  some  of  the  houses 
for  rental  to  employees  of  his  mill  while  others  he  may  have  built  to 
order  for  prospective  buyers.  One  wonders  if  the  actual  carpentry  work 
was  done  by  John  R.  West,  who  did  so  much  high  class  work  of  this 
type  in  town  in  that  period. 

Mrs.  Beatrice  (Tail)  Henrich.  In  1855  Luther  E.  Sage,  referred  to 
above,  lived  in  this  house.  Probably  either  he  or  his  partner,  Mr.  Scripter, 
built  it.  The  hill  was  then  called  Sage  Hill.  Other  owners  of  the  house 
have  been  William  Johnson,  Nelson  M.  Carew,  and  James  C.  Tait,  Mrs. 
Henrich’s  father.  The  latter  bought  it  in  1929  and  upon  his  death  it 
passed  to  Mrs.  Henrich.  Mr.  Tait  was  one  of  four  brothers  who  operated 
a  large  milk  distributing  and  ice  cream  manufacturing  plant  in  Springfield. 

W.  J.  Officer.  Mr.  Scripter  lived  in  this  house  himself,  which  he  un¬ 
doubtedly  built.  In  1896,  Emily  Scripter  deeded  the  property  to  the 
Baptist  Church  for  a  parsonage.  William  J.  Sessions  lived  here  for  a  time 
after  he  sold  his  farm  on  Wilbraham  Road.  Other  owners  have  been 
Frank  Pease,  Mrs.  Harry  Goodwill  and  Mr.  Tomlinson.  The  Officer 
family  bought  the  property  in  1933. 

Walter  A.  Johnson.  This  is  another  house  which  was  built  by  the 
Scripter  family.  In  1870  J.  Orcutt  lived  here.  Mr.  Scripter’s  wife  was  an 
Orcutt.  Afterward  Mrs.  Emily  Stoddard  owned  the  property.  Later  owners 
have  been  W.  D.  McCray  (1921);  Mrs.  Raymond  Pease  (1929—49);  and 
Charles  H.  Brown  (1949-54).  The  latter  was  master  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Grange  while  he  lived  in  this  house.  In  1955  Lloyd  Hoover  of 
Wilbraham  deeded  the  house  to  the  present  owners,  having  purchased 
it  from  the  Brown  family. 

Earl  Connors.  When  Newton  Beebe  married  Marietta  Stanton  in  I860 
he  had  this  house  built  for  his  bride.  It  was  probably  erected  by  Mr. 
Scripter  as  the  architecture  is  similar  to  the  other  houses  in  the  area.  The 
house  later  passed  to  Charles  S.  Shute,  a  relative,  and  this  family  lived 
here  for  many  years  and  sold  to  the  present  owners.  Mrs.  Shute  lived  in 
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A  "Scripter”  house  showing  the  gingerbread  work  which  was  characteristic  of  the 
residences  erected  by  Eleazer  Scripter.  Shown  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  Beebe 
for  whom  the  house  was  built.  It  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Connors. 


Springfield,  Ill.  as  a  girl  and  one  day  walked  down  the  street  hand  in 
hand  with  Abraham  Lincoln.  Not  many  people  living  today  can  boast  of 
such  an  honor.  Mrs.  Shute  celebrated  her  100th  birthday  on  Oct.  25,  1957. 

Miss  Edith  Battige.  This  house  always  looked  to  be  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  neighborhood  and  a  picture  recently  shown  to  the  writer  by  Mrs. 
Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.,  whose  mother  lived  in  this  house  as  a  girl,  would 
seem  to  confirm  the  understanding.  F.  G.  Vineca  lived  here  in  1855. 
Afterwards  the  Henry  Crocker  family  owned  the  property.  Later  Lucien 
Winslow  had  a  shoemaker’s  shop  here  and  the  writer  remembers  taking 
shoes  here  to  be  tapped.  A  later  owner  was  Mrs.  Cora  Pease,  mother  of 
Raymond  Pease  of  Scantic  Road.  Mr.  Winslow  was  also  the  lamplighter. 
At  dusk  each  night,  during  the  ’90s,  he  walked  the  length  of  Main  Street 
lighting  the  kerosene  oil  lamps  along  the  way.  Some  fortunate  people 
have  been  able  to  find  some  of  these  lamps  and  use  them  on  their  lawns. 

Richard  Fuller.  The  scroll  work  would  indicate  that  this  is  also  a 
Scripter  house.  In  1870  J.  B.  Cunningham  owned  it.  In  1888  it  was 
bought  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lora  Pease.  Mrs.  Pease  was  greatly  interested 
in  Hampden  history  and  made  many  notations  about  the  early  houses 
and  their  residents  which  are  proving  very  helpful  in  compiling  this 
book.  The  Pease  heirs  sold  to  the  present  owners  in  1947. 

Wendell  Battige.  The  first  known  owner  of  this  land  was  J.  B.  Cun¬ 
ningham,  who  in  1850  sold  to  Robert  Sessions.  In  1857  the  latter  sold 
the  property  to  Hiram  Scripter,  and  in  1867  Mr.  Scripter  sold  it  to  John 
Orcutt.  Rumor  has  it  that  the  house  used  to  be  Fred  Lathrop’s  Livery 
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Stable  which  was  moved  up  from  its  stone  foundation  near  the  river. 
Mrs.  Coash,  whose  husband  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War,  bought  one-half 
of  the  house  and  lived  here.  Geer  Allen  bought  the  other  half  and  to¬ 
gether  with  James  W.  Mulroney  operated  a  store  in  the  basement  about 
1870.  Homer  L.  Hatch,  who  lives  in  a  house  formerly  owned  by  Mr. 
Mulroney,  recently  showed  the  writer  an  old  ledger  showing  accounts  of 
Mulroney  and  Allen.  Charles  Battige  bought  the  house  in  1918  and  from 
1931  on  for  a  few  years  ran  a  meat  market  in  the  basement.  Wendell 
Battige  bought  the  house  from  his  father  in  1940. 

Mrs.  George  Dusenberry.  Mr.  Scripter’s  son  built  the  house  that 
once  stood  on  this  spot.  Later  Fred  Lathrop,  who  operated  the  livery 
stable  across  the  street,  lived  here.  In  1894,  Sumner  Smith,  who  was  a 
mill  superinendent,  was  an  owner.  In  the  early  1900’s  Alonzo  Noble  and 
his  son  lived  here.  The  house  burned  when  the  son,  LeRoy  was  frying 
doughnuts,  and  in  1931  Nelson  M.  Carew  built  the  present  house.  A 
later  owner  was  Mrs.  Hazel  M.  Burleigh,  who  operated  the  telephone 
exchange  in  the  new  building  after  the  W.  M.  Pease  house  on  Main 
Street  burned  in  1932. 

Harry  Johnson.  The  first  known  owner  of  the  land  was  Robert  Sessions. 
In  1859  he  sold  the  property  to  Thomas  Mills,  and  it  is  possible  that  Mr. 
Mills  built  the  present  house.  In  1862  Mr.  Mills  sold  the  property  to 
Lewis  Spaulding  whose  family  occupied  it  in  1870.  In  1894  Mrs.  Cahill 
was  an  occupant  of  the  upstairs  tenement.  About  this  time  Eugene 
O’Connell  had  a  store  in  the  basement.  In  the  early  1900’s  the  Gulley 
family  lived  here,  and  there  are  some  in  Hampden  who  can  still  remember 
Mr.  Gulley  pulling  the  rope  on  the  Congregational  Church  bell  on 
Sundays,  when  he  was  the  janitor. 

Edgar  Schopbach.  It  would  appear  from  the  scrollwork  that  this  was 
a  Scripter  house.  Lyman  Smith,  the  brother  of  Sumner  Smith,  lived  here 
for  many  years.  Later,  Mrs.  Warner,  widow  of  Dr.  Henry  Warner  owned 
the  property.  In  1945  the  present  owners  purchased  the  house  from 
Ralph  B.  Hatch. 

Verne  Thayer.  This  is  probably  another  Scripter  house.  In  1870,  Mrs. 
Mulroney,  the  mother  of  James  Mulroney  referred  to  above,  lived  here. 
The  house  was  purchased  by  the  present  owners  from  Mrs.  Ida  Prentice 
in  1929. 

Elmer  Soper.  This  looks  to  be  another  Scripter  house.  In  1870  it  was 
occupied  and  owned  by  Merrick  Langdon,  who  sold  it  to  John  Cooney. 
Martin  Ryan  sold  the  place  to  Elmer  Soper  in  1925. 
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Fred  Letellier.  This  is  a  Scripter  house.  In  1870  it  was  occupied  by 
E.  G.  Vineca.  Afterwards  George  Corey  and  his  family  owned  it  for  many 
years.  The  house  was  bought  at  auction  by  William  Pease  after  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Corey.  Mr.  Pease  sold  to  the  present  owner  in  1934. 

George  Whitely,  Sr.  This  house  was  built  by  Patrick  McCarthy,  father 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Hannah  Curtin  of  South  Road,  about  1872.  Mr.  McCarthy 
conducted  a  store  in  the  basement.  The  Albert  Peronto  family  lived  here 
for  a  number  of  years  and  sold  to  Mr.  Whitely  in  1947. 

Raymond  Dunlea.  Timothy  McCarthy,  brother-in-law7  of  Patrick  who 
built  the  Whitely  house,  lived  in  an  old  house  which  used  to  stand  east 
of  the  present  Dunlea  residence.  Timothy  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Patrick 
McCarthy,  came  to  town  as  children  in  1853.  Mrs.  Mary  Martell,  daughter 
of  Timothy,  built  the  present  house.  On  her  death  in  1941  it  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Dunlea  family. 

St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church.  About  1869  various  priests 
started  coming  from  Monson  occasionally  to  celebrate  Mass  in  this  town. 
Some  of  the  services  w^ere  held  in  the  present  home  of  Donald  B.  Howlett 
on  Riverside  Drive  and  others  in  Academy  Hall,  which  is  now  knowm 
as  the  Old  Town  Hall.  After  Rev.  Jeremiah  McCarthy  came  to  Monson 
in  1878  he  started  a  movement  for  a  church  in  Hampden  and  had  the 
present  building  completed  in  1881,  w7hen  Bishop  P.  T.  O’Rielly  dedicated 
the  Church  and  St.  Mary’s  Cemetery.  The  plot  of  land  for  the  building 
was  given  by  Timothy  McCarthy,  and  it  was  erected  by  John  Murphy, 
Chicopee  contractor,  at  a  cost  of  $2600.  The  church  remained  a  mission 
from  Monson  down  through  the  years  until  June  of  1951  w7hen  Rev. 
John  W.  Shea  was  named  the  first  resident  pastor. 


St.  Mary’s 
Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  1900. 
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Alfred  N.  Burt.  In  1870  Fred  Lathrop  owned  all  of  the  land  between 
where  Mr.  Letellier  now  lives  and  where  Robert  McGee  now  resides,  and 
conducted  a  livery  stable  on  the  property.  Clark  Goodwill  also  had  a 
livery  stable  here  at  one  time.  The  place  must  have  passed  to  the  Barnes 
family  since  a  house  on  the  property  was  known  as  the  Barnes  Block. 
There  was  a  tenement  in  the  basement  of  the  building  and  the  owner  had 
a  store  and  living  quarters  on  the  main  floor.  The  hearse  house  in  which 
the  town  hearse  was  kept  was  just  west  of  the  block.  The  building  burned 
about  1880  and  the  Barnes  family  built  the  house  now  owned  by  Mr.  Burt, 
and  ran  a  store  in  the  west  portion  of  the  first  floor.  Mathias  Casey  after¬ 
wards  owned  the  property  and  operated  the  Hampden  telephone  ex¬ 
change  therein  for  many  years,  assisted  by  his  daughter,  Miss  Nellie  Casey. 
Mr.  Casey  also  conducted  a  small  confectionery  store.  His  son,  the  Rev. 
James  W.  Casey,  sold  to  the  Burts  in  1941. 

Robert  McGee.  Did  you  know  that  there  was  once  a  millinery  store  in 
Hampden?  John  Cady  built  this  house  and  conducted  a  store  therein.  One 
of  his  daughters  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Allison  who  operated  a 
millinery  store  in  the  building.  Mrs.  Ernest  Howlett  recalls  that  her 
mother  bought  a  hat  for  her  in  this  store  about  80  years  ago.  Eldridge 
Vineca  was  also  in  business  here  at  one  time.  The  large  store  windows 
were  removed  only  a  few  years  ago.  Isador  Ricard  owned  the  house  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  present  owners  bought  the  property  in  1954. 

Edward  Brennan.  This  house  was  built  by  John  Cady  who  erected 
the  McGee  house.  In  1878  Clark  Goodwill  bought  it  from  Mr.  Cady 
and  lived  here  while  conducting  his  livery  stable  nearby.  Sullivan  Stanton, 
postmaster,  sold  the  house  about  1895  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Cooper)  Bren¬ 
nan,  Mrs.  Brennan’s  grandmother. 

Eight  Stores  on  Main  Street.  We  have  learned  from  the  above 
paragraphs  that  stores  were  conducted  at  various  times  in  the  homes  of 
the  following  residents  of  West  Main  Street:  Wendell  Battige,  Harry 
Johnson,  Alfred  Burt,  George  Whitely,  and  Robert  McGee.  No  one 
knows  whether  all  five  were  in  operation  at  one  time  but  it  is  possible 
that  they  were  in  the  1880’s  and  early  1890’s  when  the  three  large  woolen 
mills  were  operating  in  town.  These  five,  of  course,  were  in  addition  to 
the  three  on  upper  Main  Street  operated  by  William  Spellman,  S.  Clark 
Spellman,  and  Sumner  Smith.  Could  eight  stores  have  been  operating  at 
one  time  on  Main  Street,  Hampden,  with  a  population  of  less  than  half 
of  what  it  is  today? 


W.  J.  Jarvis.  Some  think  this  may  be  one  of  the  older  houses  in 
Hampden  Center.  A  map  of  1855  shows  it  was  then  standing  but  the 
name  of  the  owner  is  not  given.  A  map  of  1870  indicates  that  E.  Ormsby 
owned  the  property  at  that  time.  He  was  followed  by  Chester  Dickinson. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Mahar  were  later  owners  and  upon  their  deaths 
their  son,  Thomas,  lived  here  alone  for  a  period.  The  present  owners 
bought  the  property  in  1950. 

Mrs.  Lester  Lewis.  In  1820  William  Moseley  lived  in  the  house  and 
in  1855  a  member  of  that  family  still  owned  the  property.  In  1870  the 
house  was  owned  by  Mrs.  E.  Ormsby’s  estate,  the  same  people  who  owned 
the  Jarvis  house.  Mrs.  Julia  McCarthy,  wife  of  Timothy  McCarthy,  lived 
here  later  and  upon  her  death  it  passed  to  her  son,  Fred,  who  sold  to 
the  Lewis’  in  1934. 

Austin  Harris.  In  1870  M.  Noble  lived  here.  In  1894  J.  Pilling,  who 
came  from  England  owned  the  property.  His  daughter  married  Eldridge 
Vineca.  Austin  Harris  bought  the  place  in  1911. 

Dorval  Vicjer.  On  April  1,  1853,  Silas  and  Nathaniel  Chapin  demon¬ 
strated  great  faith  in  human  nature  by  purchasing  from  Luther  King 
this  piece  of  land  "with  the  buildings  soon  to  be  built!’  Their  faith  was 
well  founded  for  the  Viger  family  are  now  living  in  what  Mr.  King 
"soon  built!’  In  1863  the  Messrs.  Chapin  sold  the  property  to  Edward 
Wall,  owner  of  what  is  now  the  Sicbaldi  property  on  Somers  Road.  It 
was  afterwards  owned  by  his  son,  Patrick  E.  Wall,  who  was  prominent 
in  the  local  mills.  Fred  L.  Beebe  bought  the  place  from  the  Wall  heirs 
and  sold  to  the  present  owners  in  1938. 

Everett  Bennett  —  "The  Boarding  House."  This  large  house  which 
accomodates  three  families  was  built  about  1863  by  the  Ravine  Mfg.  Co., 
to  take  care  of  their  mill  workers.  It  is  said  that  with  the  mill  running 
three  shifts  the  beds  were  never  allowed  to  cool  off.  There  was  always 
someone  ready  to  slide  in  when  the  mill  bells  aroused  the  current  sleeper. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Chapin  bought  the  house  in  the  early  1900’s  and 
made  many  renovations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  purchased  the  property 
in  1947.  An  old  road  behind  this  house  went  up  to  a  reservoir  where  water 
for  mill  fire  protection  was  stored,  and  continued  on  to  Goat  Rock. 

Isaiah  Leach  Marker.  North  from  the  ice  plant  and  high  on  the  hill 
about  150  feet  back  from  the  road  may  be  seen  a  brownstone  marker 
about  5'  tall  which  shows  the  spot  where  in  1815  Isaiah  Leach  was  killed 
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by  a  log  which  fell  from  his  wood  sled.  This  marker  was  placed  in  1816 
and  the  engraving  is  getting  hard  to  decipher. 

Goat  Rock.  This  spot  used  to  be  a  favorite  picnic  area  before  the  days 
of  automobiles  because  of  the  fine  view  toward  East  Longmeadow  and 
Somers,  and  since  it  was  only  a  short  distance  from  the  Point-of-Rocks 
it  was  easily  accessible.  The  land  was  owned  about  200  years  ago  by 
William  King.  He  pastured  his  goats  here  and  one  day  one  became 
became  entangled  in  the  rocks  and  was  found  dead.  This  is  the  source 
for  the  name  of  Goat  Rock. 


EARLY  SHOPS  NEAR  CENTER  BRIDGE 

The  members  of  the  committee  who  looked  up  the  history  of  the  houses 
near  Center  Bridge  were  surprised  to  learn  of  the  number  of  little  shops 
that  bordered  the  river  on  both  sides  in  the  early  days. 

Perhaps  the  first  one  erected  in  this  area  was  the  one  that  used 
to  stand  on  the  property  now  owned  by  H.  H.  Thresher  near  the  bridge. 
We  find  that  in  1797  Joel  Chaffee  had  a  blacksmith  shop  on  this  spot. 
He  operated  a  triphammer  and  a  pair  of  bellows  from  the  waterpower 
furnished  by  the  Scantic  River.  In  1807  Walter  Shaw  owned  the  black¬ 
smith  shop,  while  the  proprietor  in  1814  was  Josiah  Beebe  and  in  1816 
Calvin  Shaw. 

In  1797  Jonathan  Flynt  established  a  fulling  mill  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river  on  property  now  owned  by  W.  Harry  Burns.  This  is 
believed  to  have  been  the  first  attempt  at  cloth  manufacturing  in  Hamp¬ 
den.  "Fulling”  is  the  process  of  cleansing,  shrinking  and  thickening  cloth 
by  moisture,  heat  and  pressure. 

In  1807  Mr.  Flynt  sold  the  mill  property  to  his  son  Jonathan  Jr. 
The  latter  then  built  the  house  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Leddy  and  erected 
other  buildings,  including  a  carding  machine  shop,  a  dye  house  and  a 
clothier’s  shop.  Probably  most  of  these  buildings  were  west  of  Mrs. 
Leddy ’s  house  but  the  old  barn  that  used  to  stand  east  of  the  house  in 
the  early  1900’s  may  have  been  one  of  the  shops.  In  the  early  days  a 
"clothier”  was  one  who  made  or  sold  cloth  —  also  one  who  dressed  or 
fulled  cloth. 

In  1806  Jonathan  Flynt,  Jr.  erected  a  dam  on  the  Scantic  which 
probably  is  the  one  still  standing  at  this  point.  We  find  he  also  erected 
a  bridge  across  the  river,  which  may  have  been  the  first  one  to  span  the 
Scantic  in  the  center  of  the  village. 

In  1810  Isaac  Morris  was  in  business  on  property  now  owned  by 


Mrs.  Leddy  while  in  1811  George  Wright  and  Jonathan  Clark  operated 
a  shop  in  the  same  location.  For  the  next  three  years  Clark  Dorman  was 
an  operator.  From  1814  to  1867  Beriah  Smith  and  Levi  Smith  did  a 
large  business  in  dyeing  and  dressing  cloth. 

Somewhere  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  Daniel  and  Jonathan 
Chaffee  had  a  tannery.  It  may  have  been  as  early  as  1804  since  we  find 
that  in  that  year  they  bought  three  tracts  of  land  here.  Daniel  was  a 
shoemaker  as  well  as  a  tanner.  We  find  that  they  secured  permission  to 
use  water  for  a  "bark”  mill.  This  would  of  course  be  used  in  their  tanning 
process.  It  is  not  known  on  which  side  of  the  river  they  had  their  tannery 
as  they  owned  property  on  both  sides.  Since  Daniel  lived  in  a  house 
where  the  residence  of  Tennis  Rock  now  stands  the  tannery  may  have 
been  on  the  river  bank  south  of  this  house. 

Daniel  Davis  Chaffee,  son  of  Daniel  Sr.,  was  in  the  rubber  business 
and  also  manufactured  shingles  southwest  of  the  present  Burns  house 
in  a  shop  on  what  is  now  known  as  Ballard’s  Brook. 

In  1847  Erasmus  Chaffee,  who  lived  in  Donald  Flowlett’s  house, 
deeded  to  Samuel  Beebe,  William  V.  Sessions,  Eleazer  Scripter  and  Luther 
Sage  the  right  to  dig  and  construct  a  canal  "across  my  home  lot ”  4  ft. 
wide  at  the  bottom  and  8  ft.  wide  "in  the  clear  on  the  top  of  the  water 
at  its  ordinary  height!’  This  was  when  preparations  were  being  made  for 
the  erection  of  the  large  woolen  mill  which  used  to  stand  where  Buereau’s 
Garage  is  now  located. 

In  1806  John  Roper  bought  some  land  from  Jonathan  Chaffee 
and  erected  a  mill  for  the  cleansing  of  clover  seed,  which  was  famous 
in  its  day.  Mr.  Roper  afterward  added  the  manufacture  of  chairs  to  his 
other  work.  On  looking  at  old  deeds  we  find  that  his  property  began 
12  rods,  14 Vl  feet  west  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Jonathan  Flynt’s 
dye  shop.  Since  we  do  not  know  just  how  far  west  of  Mrs.  Leddy’s  house 
the  dye  shop  was  located  we  do  not  know  exactly  where  Roper’s  Mill 
was  located.  We  feel,  however,  that  it  was  probably  on  the  river  bank 
south  or  southwest  of  Flatch’s  Store.  The  mill  was  afterwards  moved 
across  the  road  and  made  into  a  boarding  house  for  the  Lacousic  Mills. 
The  building  is  now  the  home  of  the  Lester  Grant’s. 


AN  1820  SURVEY  WHICH  INCLUDED  MAIN  STREET 

We  recently  found  in  the  Charles  Ballard  collection  of  papers  a  copy  of 
the  survey  of  a  road  made  in  1820  from  Tray  Flollow  to  Dwight’s  Store 
at  the  corner  of  State  and  Main  Streets,  in  Springfield,  which  followed 
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along  Stafford  Road,  Scantic  Road,  Main  Street,  Somers  Road  and  Allen 
Street  in  Hampden.  We  were  thrilled  to  realize  that  this  constituted  the 
original  laying  out  of  our  present  Main  Street.  Tray  Hollow  is  located 
about  a  mile  southeast  of  Prottas  Manor  on  Stafford  Road  near  where 
the  towns  of  Stafford,  Monson  and  Hampden  come  together. 

One  member  of  our  Publication  Committee  became  so  interested 
in  the  survey  that  she  procured  the  service  of  a  surveyor  and  followed 
the  Hampden  portion  of  the  route  in  an  automobile.  While  most  of  the 
markers  referred  to  therein  such  as  the  chestnut,  white  oak,  black  oak, 
cherry,  elm,  walnut  and  balm  of  gilead  trees  have  been  gone  many  years 
the  locations  of  most  of  the  houses  were  pin-pointed. 

The  first  reference  to  a  piece  of  real  estate  was  "Mr.  Shaw’s  barn! 
It  would  appear  that  this  was  located  in  the  field  east  of  the  present 
Prottas  Manor.  A  later  point  of  reference  was  Laban  Button’s  Shop.  This 
must  have  been  where  Miss  Dorothy  Dickinson  has  recently  built  a  house. 
Old  records  indicate  that  Mr.  Button  had  a  fulling  mill  "near  Burts  Mills” 
and  this  is  undoubtedly  the  spot. 

The  next  distinguishing  mark  was  the  house  lot  where  Emery 
Chaffee  had  a  residence  in  1820.  It  would  seem  that  the  present  home 
of  George  Webber  is  now  on  this  lot. 

The  reference  to  the  home  of  Calvin  Stebbins  was  easily  distin¬ 
guishable  since  the  old  Stebbins  House  has  been  the  residence  of  Thornton 
W.  Burgess  for  some  years.  The  survey  refers  to  both  the  southeast  and 
southwest  corners  of  this  residence. 

The  road  continues  on  to  "a  picket  fence  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  William  Wood’s  house  lot’.’  Mr.  Wood,  at  the  time  the  survey  was 
made,  ran  a  tavern  in  the  house  now  owned  by  Frederick  Maher,  Jr. 

The  old  meeting  house  on  the  Village  Green  was  pin-pointed  as 
was  the  home  of  Capt.  Charles  Sessions,  whose  house  stood  where  the 
Town  House  is  now. 

Continuing  west  on  Main  Street  the  road  passed  the  residence  of 
William  Moseley,  which  we  believe  is  now  the  home  of  Mrs.  Lester  Lewis. 
Mr.  Moseley  was  financially  interested  in  one  of  the  dams  that  were  erected 
where  the  ice  plant  now  stands. 

The  next  point  listed  was  the  home  of  Mrs.  John  McCray  who 
owned  the  house  where  Mrs.  Anton  Woska  now  resides.  The  McCray 
family  had  taverns  in  town  in  various  houses  in  the  early  days. 

The  road,  which  was  laid  out  three  rods  in  width  the  whole  dis¬ 
tance,  then  proceeded  along  Allen  Street  passing  the  residence  of  Joel 
Allen,  for  whose  family  the  street  was  named,  to  the  U.  S.  Watershops 
and  then  to  Dwight’s  Store  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  State  Streets. 


OTHER  QUAINT  AND  INTERESTING  OLD  ROADS 


Henry  I.  Edson,  Wilbraham  historian,  has  told  us  of  some  old  roads  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  town  which  have  long  since  been  discontinued. 

One  left  Glendale  Road  just  north  of  the  residence  of  Arthur 
Gerrish,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  and  went  northeast  toward 
Glendale  passing  where  Hamilton  deLisle  lives.  On  this  spot  was  a  Steb- 
bins  home  which  burned  when  Persis  Stebbins  went  into  a  clothes  closet 
with  a  lighted  candle.  From  there  the  road  went  northerly  to  two  houses 
back  of  where  August  Lindberg  now  lives.  One  of  the  houses  was  owned 
by  Phineas  Stebbins  and  the  other  by  Jesse  Carpenter. 

A  road  west  from  North  Road  went  back  of  where  E.  N.  Davis  now 
has  his  packing  house  and  down  the  mountain  through  the  pasture  north 
of  the  present  Burleigh  Road  to  Wilbraham. 

Another  road  which  came  out  near  the  Davis  house  was  one  that 
went  west  from  the  John  Carpenter  place  (John  J.  Moriarty’s)  on  Glen¬ 
dale  Road,  passing  the  home  of  John  Allard. 

Mrs.  Florence  Ballou  has  called  our  attention  to  an  old  road  that 
left  Chapin  Road  south  of  where  Walter  Lunden  now  lives  and  proceeded 
west,  coming  out  near  her  home  on  South  Road.  She  said  a  family  by  the 
name  of  Burdick  lived  on  the  road  and  that  the  cellar  hole  may  still  be  seen. 
Peck’s  History  of  Wilbraham  shows  Cary  Burdick  as  paying  a  real  estate 
tax  in  1771.  Probably  he  was  the  Burdick  who  lived  on  this  road. 

Mrs.  Mina  (Sessions)  Gibson  of  Lakewood,  Ohio  states  that  two 
old  deeds  to  the  Sessions  property  on  Wilbraham  Road  refer  to  the  "Road 
leading  from  Thomas  Lewis’  to  Ezekiel  Russell's’.’  This  must  be  the  old 
road  east  over  the  mountain  from  Wilbraham  Road  to  Mountain  Road 
which  passed  the  Beebe  house  that  stood  near  where  H.  H.  Thresher 
afterwards  had  a  peach  orchard  and  came  out  near  the  present  Morgan- 
Kinney  properties. 


HAMPDEN  ANTIQUE  FURNITURE  OWNED  BY 
MRS.  MARCUS  GOTTSCHE,  SR. 

We  are  pleased  to  show  a  picture  of  the  antique  furniture  owned  by 
Mrs.  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.,  which  came  out  of  old  Hampden  houses. 

On  the  left  may  be  seen  the  Peregrine  White  Grandfather’s  Clock 
with  brass  face  which  used  to  be  in  the  Joshua  Stanton  House  off  South 
Monson  Road,  now  owned  by  Edward  Kronval.  It  was  willed  to  Mrs. 
Gottsche  by  Calista  Stanton,  Joshua  Stanton’s  daughter,  who  at  the  time 
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of  her  death  owned  the  Thornton  W.  Burgess  house.  You  will  note,  there¬ 
fore,  that  this  dock  came  out  of  two  of  our  oldest  homes. 

In  the  center  may  be  seen  a  pine  desk  made  in  1812  by  David 
Calkins  for  his  granddaughter  Almina  Calkins.  The  latter  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  his  son  John  who  lived  in  a  house  on  Ames  Road  on  the  property 
now  owned  by  Atty.  Thomas  F.  Moriarty.  Miss  Calkins  married  Davis 
Pease  and  this  couple  were  the  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Gottsche. 

At  the  right  may  be  seen  a  curly  maple  chest  of  drawers  willed  by 
Marilda  (Stanton)  Vinica,  another  daughter  of  Joshua  Stanton,  to  Mrs. 
Gottsche,  and  this  piece  also  came  from  the  present  Kronval  house. 

On  the  desk  may  be  seen  a  basket  which  was  made  by  Davis  Pease, 
referred  to  above,  and  who  built  the  house  now  owned  by  Donald  Wilcox. 


THE  OLD  LANGDON  GRANDFATHER'S  CLOCK 

An  old  clock,  which  once  served  as  a  timepiece  for  the  whole  west  side 
of  our  town,  is  now  the  treasured  property  of  Mrs.  Howard  Case  of  26 
Manitoba  Street,  Springfield.  She  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Lt.  Paul  Lang- 
don  who  first  brought  it  to  this  part  of  the  state.  The  timepiece  is  an  old 
fashioned  Grandfather’s  clock  with  brass  works  operated  with  weights 
complete  with  a  calendar  attachment.  It  was  brought  to  this  country  from 
England  sometime  during  the  early  1700’s. 

In  1741  Lt.  Paul  Langdon  came  to  town,  having  earlier  lived  in 
Salem,  Hopkinton,  and  Union.  He  brought  his  worldly  goods  including 
his  clock  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen.  That  four-wheeled  wagon 
was  probably  the  first  of  its  kind  this  side  of  Worcester  and  excited  as 
much  comment  and  attention  as  would  a  circus  coming  over  those  same 
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roads  today.  The  settlers  along  the  route  continually  stopped  the  party 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  vehicle.  After  the  death  of  Lt.  Paul 
Langdon,  the  clock  became  the  property  of  his  son  Capt.  Paul  Langdon 
and  it  was  during  the  time  of  his  ownership  that  record  is  had  of  its 
being  the  only  clock  in  the  district. 

For  many  years  it  was  the  timepiece  by  which  the  entire  district 
regulated  its  comings  and  goings.  Every  day  when  the  old  clock  indicated 
12  o’clock  noon  and  every  evening  at  nine  o’clock,  Capt.  Paul  Langdon 
or  someone  of  his  family,  came  to  the  door  of  the  old  homestead  on 
Somers  Road  and  "blew  a  long  and  vigorous  blast  on  a  horn  that  all  the 
neighbors  might  heed  the  passing  of  time  and  act  accordingly!’ 

It  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the  evening  blast  at  nine  o’clock 
was  a  "curfew”  to  the  entire  settlement  and  that  it  was  the  signal  for  all 
honest  and  peaceably  inclined  people  to  put  out  their  lights  and  retire. 
From  father  to  son  unto  the  fifth  generation  is  the  history  of  this  clock 
to  this  time  and  today  as  it  stands  in  the  corner  and  ticks  away  the 
moments  it  would  seem  to  promise  as  much  more. 

About  1828,  the  owner  of  the  clock,  grandson  of  the  first  owner 
and  great-great-grandfather  of  the  present  owner,  had  a  new  case  made 
for  the  old  time  piece.  This  case  was  made  by  one  Lloyd,  a  cabinetmaker, 
whose  place  was  at  the  "South  Ferry  near  where  the  South  End  Bridge 
now  is”  (Springfield).  The  case  is  old  cherry  with  finely  fluted  columns 
at  the  corner  supporting  the  headpiece  and  at  either  side  of  the  dial  and 
supporting  the  rounded  top.  It  is  a  handsome  piece  of  workmanship. 

Since  the  above  was  written  the  writer  was  thrilled  to  see  an  article 
in  the  Springfield  Sunday  Republican  for  February  17,  1957  regarding 
William  Lloyd,  cabinetmaker,  and  a  photograph  showing  one  of  the 
sideboards  made  by  him. 


The  old  Langdon 
Grandfather’s  Clock  which 
told  the  time  of  day 
for  all  of  Somers  Road. 
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HOW  AND  WHERE  THE  EARLY  SETTLERS  OBTAINED 
THEIR  BUILDING  MATERIALS 


Foundation  Stones  or  Underpinnings.  Many  of  the  early  houses 
in  Hampden  had  granite  foundations,  the  stones  having  been  quarried 
in  town,  some  on  the  builder’s  farms.  Several  of  the  homes  on  Ames 
Road  and  upper  Glendale  Road,  a  well  as  houses  in  Wilbraham,  had 
foundations  from  the  Dwelly  Quarry  on  Ames  Road.  The  finished  stone 
steps  at  the  home  of  Charles  Smith  (the  former  Evanore  O.  Beebe  place) 
on  Monson  Road,  Wilbraham  came  from  this  quarry.  The  foundations 
under  other  houses  on  lower  Glendale  Road  probably  came  from  the 
quarry  on  the  Harry  Goodwill  farm,  evidences  of  which  may  still  be  seen 
in  the  pasture  west  of  the  barn.  The  Lunden  and  Wilcox  properties  in 
the  same  neighborhood  also  show  evidence  that  granite  stone  has  been 
taken  from  these  farms.  The  Flynt  Quarry  in  back  of  the  home  of  Dr. 
John  Moran  on  Chapin  Road  probably  furnished  the  foundation  for  many 
of  the  homes  in  the  area  while  the  John  B.  Morris  family  owned  one  near 
the  Kenneth  Moody  property  farther  up  Chapin  Road. 

The  brown  stones  under  the  two  old  Congregational  Parsonages 
on  East  Main  Street  as  well  as  the  stone  steps  probably  came  from  the 
old  McGregory  Quarry  off  Somers  Road  in  East  Longmeadow  near  the 
present  Goldstein  property  or  the  Burt  Quarry  in  Wilbraham  Center  near 
the  Mile  Tree  School.  There  are  no  brown  stone  deposits  in  our  town. 
The  builders  of  these  two  houses  must  have  gone  to  the  quarry  with 
stone  boats  and  oxen,  if  they  were  built  in  the  summer,  or  with  oxen 
and  sleds  if  in  the  winter.  Brownstone  or  sandstone  was  considered  public 
property  previous  to  1800  and  any  person  had  a  right  to  quarry  it  where- 
ever  it  was  found. 

Bricks  for  chimneys  and  fireplaces.  These  were  hand  made  from 
clay  in  the  fields. 

Timbers  for  Framework.  The  early  builders  went  into  the  forest 
and  took  the  first  good  tree  they  found,  cut  it  down,  and  squared  it  with 
a  broadaxe.  The  beams  were  pinned  together  with  oak  pins  in  sections 
of  the  right  length.  This  was  done  while  parts  were  lying  flat  on  the 
ground.  When  they  had  two  sides  ready  they  called  in  the  neighbors 
and  the  sides  were  pushed  up  into  place  and  the  end  members  pinned 
to  them.  The  trusses  were  also  made  on  the  ground  and  raised.  After 
the  framework  was  completed  they  passed  the  cider  and  doughnuts  and 
perhaps  some  flip.  Records  indicate  that  the  old  church  on  the  green 
was  raised  in  a  similar  manner  under  the  supervision  of  Capt.  Paul 


Langdon  in  1783.  There  are  some  living  in  town  who  still  remember 
the  barn  raising  at  the  George  A.  Chapin  Farm,  now  owned  by  Walter 
Labodycz,  on  Somers  Road.  This  was  probably  the  last  "raising”  in  town. 

Interior  Boards.  Before  the  days  of  saw  mills,  planks  were  sawed  out 
by  hand  by  two  men,  one  above  and  the  other  down  in  the  saw  pit,  using 
long  bladed  saws  with  cross  handles.  The  first  saw  mills  worked  such  up 
and  down  (or  straight)  saws  by  water  power.  Circular  saws  were  not  in¬ 
vented  until  about  1777  in  England,  nor  used  in  New  England  until  1814. 

The  house  builder  naturally  patronized  the  saw  mill  nearest  to 
him.  In  1750  Lewis  Langdon  erected  the  first  saw  mill  in  town  below 
where  the  present  ice  plant  stands.  Abner  Badger  had  such  a  mill  in 
operation  at  Goodwill’s  Pond  before  1772.  In  1780  David  Burt  erected 
one  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Wesson  Pond  on  Scantic  Road.  In  the 
early  1800’s  Capt.  Charles  Sessions  built  a  saw  mill  near  the  present 
Buereau’s  Garage,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

Lath.  Very  thin  boards  were  split  from  hemlock  plank.  These  pieces 
were  then  hacked  and  stretched  sideways  so  that  they  split  in  several 
places  along  the  grain.  The  whole  board  was  then  nailed  to  studs  with 
the  splits  horizontal.  Each  piece  was  made  to  serve  the  purpose  of  several 
laths.  The  Howlett  House  on  East  Main  Street  has  an  unfinished  room 
in  the  attic  to  which  the  plaster  was  never  applied,  clearly  showing  the 
hand  split  lath. 

Shingles.  The  first  houses  in  town  probably  had  hand-shaved  shingles. 
About  1810  Daniel  Chaffee’s  Shingle  Mill  and  Saw  Mill  w'as  in  operation 
on  property  owned  at  the  present  time  by  W.  Harry  Burns  and  from 
then  on  this  was  probably  the  source  for  shingles  in  town. 

Hardware.  The  hand-made  nails,  latches,  H,  HL  and  Strap  hinges  were 
probably  fashioned  at  one  of  the  early  blacksmith  shops  in  town.  Records 
indicate  that  Capt.  John  Carpenter  operated  such  a  shop  on  the  present 
farm  of  John  J.  Moriarty  on  Glendale  Road.  Old  maps  show  that  another 
such  industry  was  located  a  little  east  of  the  present  St.  Mary’s  Church. 
There  was  also  one  just  as  you  cross  Center  Bridge,  of  which  we  have 
written  further  details  in  the  paragraph  on  the  early  shops  near  that  point. 

Plaster.  Very  little  plaster  was  used  in  the  early  houses  since  the  inside 
was  practically  all  wood.  Some  of  the  upstairs  rooms  in  the  old  houses 
on  Main  Street  still  have  wooden  walls.  The  first  plaster  used  was  made 
of  gray  clay  mixed  with  cattle  hair  and  formed  into  a  paste  with  water. 
Later  lime  and  sand  were  used  wdth  cattle  hair  as  a  binder. 
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Paint.  The  early  houses  were  not  painted.  H.  H.  Thresher  recently 
loaned  the  writer  a  picture  of  one  of  the  old  houses  that  used  to  stand 
on  Thresher  Road  which  had  been  taken  before  the  house  had  been 
painted.  In  many  places  there  were  natural  deposits  of  minerals,  such 
as  iron  ochre,  suitable  for  making  paint.  Red  Ochre  was  burned  and 
the  clinker  then  ground  into  powder  and  mixed  with  skim  milk.  This 
color  was  known  as  "barn  red”  and  was  of  great  durability,  which  accounts 
for  its  use  on  barns.  Indians  knew  these  deposits  and  used  the  fine  grained 
clay  for  ceremonial  paint.  The  old  schoolhouse  on  Glendale  Road  was 
probably  always  painted  with  red  paint  from  its  earliest  days.  Another 
old  red  house  was  one  that  used  to  stand  between  Goodwill’s  Pond  and 
Glendale  Road.  White  paint  did  not  appear  until  1800. 

Wall  Paper.  Since  the  early  houses  had  board  side  walls,  paper  of 
course  was  unnecessary.  Then  after  plaster  came  in  it  was  left  unpainted 
and  unpapered.  Some  times  artists  used  to  paint  or  stencil  designs  and 
emblems  on  the  walls.  At  least  four  Hampden  houses  still  have  such 
designs  on  the  walls.  Wall  paper  came  in  about  1830. 

With  stone  quarried  on  the  farm,  bricks  hand-made  from  clay 
in  the  fields,  hewn  timbers  and  wide  hemlock  floor  boards  from  trees  in 
their  own  woodlots,  the  early  settlers  of  Hampden  must  have  received 
a  good  deal  of  satisfaction  in  building  homes  with  products  from  their 
own  land. 


SOME  INTERESTING  HAMPDEN  WILLS 

Some  of  our  residents  who  have  been  looking  up  the  wills  of  early  owners 
of  their  property  at  the  Registry  of  Probate  in  Northampton  and  Spring- 
field  have  been  fascinated  and  amused  at  the  provisions  therein. 

Mrs.  W  .T.  Olmstead  of  Chapin  Road  finds  that  Hezekiah  Cady 
who  probably  built  her  house  left  the  following  part  of  the  residence 
to  his  daughter  Mariet: 

rr. . .  the  parlor  and  the  lower  space  in  the  neiv  part  of  the  divelling 
house  with  the  western  half  of  the  cellar,  with  the  privilege  of 
passing  through  the  old  part  of  said  house  into  the  cellar  and  to 
the  vjell  and  taking  water  from  the  same! 

In  tracing  the  Hitchcock  family,  Mrs.  Clifford  Attleton  of  Wil- 
braham  Road  finds  that  in  1772  Luke  Hitchcock  left  his  wife  Elizabeth 
the  use  of  the  following  part  of  the  house: 

rrThe  lower  room  and  chamber  over  and  one  half  of  the  garret, 
one  half  of  the  kitchen,  one  half  of  cellar  and  one  third  of  the 
barn  as  long  as  she  remains  a  widow! 


He  also  left  at  her  disposal  two  beds  and  four  pairs  of  sheets  as  long  as 
she  "remained  a  widow!’  If  she  remarried  she  could  have  but  one  bed. 

Mrs.  Mina  (Sessions)  Gibson  of  Lakewood,  Ohio  tells  us  that  in 
the  will  of  her  ancestor,  Robert  Sessions  of  Wilbraham  Road,  there  is 
an  interesting  bequest  reading  as  follows: 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  wife  (Anna)  the  South  front  room 
in  my  now  dwelling  house  and  the  south  bedroom  chamber  and 
all  necessary  privileges  in  the  kitchen  and  cellar  for  and  during 
the  time  of  her  natural  life'.’ 

The  rest  of  the  house  was  left  to  his  son,  William  V.  Sessions. 

Mrs.  Clifford  Hall  of  Somers  Road  found  similar  provisions  in 
some  of  the  Langdon  wills  as  did  Mrs.  Byrd  Hopkins  in  the  will  of 
Samuel  Chapin. 


OLD  ACCOUNT  BOOKS 

After  the  Revolutionary  War  there  was  a  shortage  of  money  in  this 
country  and  much  of  the  business  "was  done  by  barter.  Almost  every  man 
employed  by  other  townspeople  had  an  account  book.  Each  time  he 
worked  for  a  particular  person  he  entered  the  day,  type  of  work  and 
amount  of  the  bill  in  his  book.  In  the  meantime  perhaps  this  person  had 
been  working  for  him  and  he,  too,  had  an  account  book  in  which  his 
debt  had  been  entered.  After  a  considerable  period  the  men  would  get 
together,  balance  their  accounts  and  make  the  proper  payment.  Each 
would  sign  the  other’s  book  showing  the  accounts  had  been  cleared. 

Mrs.  Norris  (Jones)  Fitzgerald  recently  found  in  her  attic  a  num¬ 
ber  of  such  books  yellow  from  age  covering  a  period  from  1784  to  1840 
which  she  turned  over  to  us.  They  are  hand  sewn  and  the  leather  for  the 
covers  was  probably  tanned  by  Stephen  West  himself,  one  of  the  owners. 
We  have  attempted,  therefore,  to  incorporate  in  this  section  the  most 
important  data  gleaned  from  reading  her  valuable  documents. 

Accounts  Books  of  Stephen  West.  In  Mrs.  Fitzgerald’s  collection 
there  were  six  account  books  belonging  to  Stephen  West,  her  ancestor, 
which  cover  a  period  from  1784  to  1808.  We  have  referred  to  the  various 
buildings  built  by  Mr.  West  in  the  section  on  East  Main  Street  so  we  will 
not  duplicate  this  information  here.  According  to  the  account  books  he 
made  shoes,  gaiters,  saddles  for  both  men  and  women,  saddlebags,  har¬ 
nesses,  as  well  as  leather  covers  for  books.  He  was  such  a  well  known 
shoemaker  that  people  came  from  out  of  town  to  have  him  do  their  work. 
We  find  that  he  made  shoes  for  Deacon  William  Colton  of  Longmeadow, 
The  Reverend  Samuel  Willard,  the  minister  in  Wilbraham,  and  Ezra 
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Barker,  the  famous  Wilbraham  schoolmaster.  Mr.  West  had  a  bark  mill 
and  bark  house  and  often  people  would  bring  him  a  load  of  bark  for 
credit  against  their  account. 

From  October  1799  until  1808  Mr.  West  operated  a  tavern  in  the 
house  now  owned  by  Frederick  Maher,  Jr.,  and  we  find  from  his  account 
books  that  the  most  popular  drinks  for  that  period  were  egg  punch, 
bitters,  flip,  cider  brandy,  rum,  gin  and  sling. 

Stephen  West  must  have  been  a  very  busy  man  since  besides 
carrying  on  the  leather  business  and  tavern,  he  made  and  sold  bricks  and 
furnished  building  material  for  some  of  the  houses  then  being  built  in 
the  area.  We  find  that  in  1789  he  furnished  oak  and  white  pine  boards, 
shingles,  nails,  lime  and  brick  for  the  present  home  of  Mrs.  Ernest  Howlett 
on  Main  Street,  which  was  then  either  being  built  or  extensively  remodeled. 

Since  the  heads  of  almost  all  the  families  in  town  came  to  Stephen 
West  to  get  shoes  made  or  tapped  or  something  to  quench  their  thirst, 
his  account  books  are  very  valuable  as  a  historical  reference  since  they 
give  us  a  list  of  residents  as  of  that  period. 

Account  Book  of  John  West.  Also  in  Mrs.  Fitzgerald’s  collection  was 
the  account  book  of  John  West,  son  of  Stephen  West,  for  the  years 
1815—24.  Mr.  West  evidently  operated  a  livery  stable,  since  he  rented 
horses  and  wagons  to  people  to  go  to  various  places.  He  also  brought 
building  materials  into  town  for  residents,  including  sandstone  from  the 
old  quarry  owned  by  Capt.  Burt  which  used  to  be  located  near  the  Mile 
Tree  School  in  Wilbraham. 

Account  Book  of  Joel  Chaffee.  The  account  book  of  Joel  Chaffee, 
blacksmith,  for  the  year  1802  was  also  found  by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald.  Mr. 
Chaffee,  who  was  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Stephen  West,  had  his  blacksmith 
shop  on  property  now  owned  by  H.  H.  Thresher  near  the  Center  Bridge. 
Among  the  utensils  which  he  turned  out  were  cranes  for  fireplaces,  and¬ 
irons,  teakettles,  skillets,  pitch  forks  and  slice  bars.  The  latter  was  a  form 
of  fire  iron  with  a  broad  flat  end  for  stirring  a  fire  of  coals  or  cleaning  out 
ashes  from  the  fireplace.  Every  man  in  town  who  had  to  have  his  horse 
shod  was  a  customer  of  Joel  Chaffee. 

A  blacksmith  shop  was  a  very  important  industry  in  a  town  in 
the  early  days  and  we  have  recently  read  an  article  which  stated  that  a 
village  had  "come  into  its  own"  when  it  had  a  settled  pastor  and  a  black¬ 
smith  shop. 

Account  Book  for  1833—40.  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  also  found  a  book  for 
the  years  1833—40,  the  owner  of  which  could  not  be  identified.  We  be¬ 
lieve  it  belonged  to  Norman  Chaffee,  one  of  her  ancestors,  who  ran  a 


sawmill  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Wesson  Pond  on  Scantic  Road 
during  the  period  in  question.  Most  of  the  transactions  in  this  book  cover 
the  cost  of  having  logs  sawed  at  the  mill. 

Account  Books  of  Stoddard  Burt.  Perhaps  the  most  valuable  items 
in  Mrs.  Fitzgerald’s  collection  were  two  account  books  of  Stoddard  Burt, 
one  for  the  period  from  1800  to  1814  and  the  other  from  1819  to  1835. 
Mr.  Burt  built  his  own  residence  in  1796  where  the  Kirk  Garage  now 
stands  on  Main  Street.  He  was  evidently  a  very  skilled  carpenter  and 
besides  erecting  many  of  the  houses  still  standing  in  town,  he  also  made 
furniture.  We  find  from  his  account  book  that  he  made  candle  stands, 
tables,  cradles,  bureaus,  chairs,  bedsteads  and  even  coffins.  We  are  listing 
below  the  following  items  from  his  account  books  since  we  feel  that 
they  are  of  historical  interest: 

1800  —  Made  some  window  frames  and  a  bookcase  for  The  Rev.  Moses 
Warren. 

1803  —  Spent  many  days  building  a  house  for  Amasa  Ainsworth.  We 
do  not  know  where  Mr.  Ainsworth  lived. 

1806  —  Worked  on  house  for  Elizur  Tillotson,  Jr.  and  made  18  doors 

for  same.  This  house  is  now  owned  by  H.  H.  Thresher. 

1806—7  —  Was  probably  working  for  Eneas  &  William  Clark  on  the 
store  which  used  to  stand  where  Conti’s  Store  is  now  located. 

1807  —  Worked  for  Gordon  Chappel  building  the  house  now  owned  by 

George  Patric  on  Glendale  Road.  Norman  Chaffee  and  Calvin 
Chaffee  helped  him  with  the  carpentry. 

1811  —  Placed  a  stove  pipe  for  Stephen  West.  This  would  indicate  that 
Mr.  West  was  converting  from  fireplace  to  stove  heat. 

1814  —  Made  a  coffin  for  Levi  Holt,  father  of  Dr.  Holt,  the  town 

physician. 

1815  —  Put  up  a  stove  for  Calvin  Stebbins.  We  do  not  believe  this  is 

the  same  Calvin  Stebbins  who,  according  to  Stebbins’  History 
of  Wilbraham,  brought  the  first  cookstove  into  town  in  1814. 
There  were  two  men  by  the  same  name,  one  living  on  Wilbra¬ 
ham  Road  and  the  other  where  Thornton  W.  Burgess  now  lives 
on  Main  Street.  We  believe  Mr.  Burt  worked  for  the  latter. 

1819  —  Made  a  fire  board  for  Aaron  Warren,  who  was  evidently  also 

converting  from  fireplace  to  stove  heat. 

1820  —  Made  11  doors  and  put  in  371  lights  of  glass  in  the  Orin  Cone 

house  on  Mountain  Road  which  is  now  owned  by  Edward  H. 
Peterson. 
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1823  —  Worked  for  Noah  Langdon  on  Somers  Road.  He  took  part  pay¬ 
ment  in  brooms  made  by  the  Langdon  family.  Mrs.  Clifford  Hall 
also  found  that  the  Langdon  family  made  brooms  when  con¬ 
ducting  her  research  on  Lower  Somers  Road. 

1823  —  Set  153  squares  of  glass  in  windows  of  the  old  church  on  the 
village  green  and  repaired  the  meeting  house  doors. 

1823  —  Built  a  house  for  the  hearse.  The  town  must  have  owned  one 
as  early  as  this  date. 

1825—6—7  —  Spent  many  days  working  for  Robert  Sessions,  Jr.  and 
made  20  window  frames  for  his  house  and  set  440  panes  of 
glass.  We  believe  this  is  the  residence  now  owned  by  Herbert 
Wessman  on  North  Road  . 

1827  —  Repaired  a  "backhouse”  for  School  District  #  10.  (Allen  House 
Corner)  No  further  comment  needed! 

1827— 8  —  Worked  for  Samuel  Henry.  We  believe  he  was  helping  build 

the  house  now  owned  by  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.  on  North  Road. 

1828— 35  —  Spent  many  days  working  for  Wm.  S.  Burt.  He  could  have 

been  erecting  the  ell  or  upright  part  of  the  building  which  now 
houses  Hatch’s  Store. 

1833  —  Put  in  184  lights  of  glass  for  Edward  Adams  and  made  two 

outside  doors.  He  was  perhaps  repairing  the  house  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  June  Godfrey  on  Main  Street. 

1834  —  Made  window  frames  for  Lombard  Hancock.  These  frames 

were  probably  placed  in  the  house  now  owned  by  Harold  D. 
Jones  on  Main  Street. 

1835  —  Put  a  picket  fence  around  the  Sumner  Sessions  house  on  North 

Road  where  Marcus  Gottsche,  Sr.  now  resides. 

We  believe  that  these  account  books  are  one  of  the  most  authentic  "finds” 
ever  made  relating  to  Early  Hampden  History. 

A  FEW  POINTS  TO  CONSIDER  IN  DETERMINING 
THE  AGE  OF  A  HOUSE 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  ascertain  when  a  house  was  built  as  many 
things  have  to  be  considered.  However,  we  will  list  below  a  few  of  the 
points  we  have  learned  from  our  study  of  the  old  Hampden  homes. 

1.  Ridge  Pole.  One  way  to  determine  whether  your  house  is 
real  old  is  to  go  into  the  attic  and  look  at  the  construction  of  the  rafters. 
If  they  have  been  mortised  and  held  together  with  wooden  pins  the  house 
was  probably  built  before  1800.  If  on  the  other  hand  you  find  the  rafters 
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fastened  to  a  long  beam  extending  the  length  of  the  roof,  called  a  ridge 
pole,  the  house  may  not  be  one  of  the  earliest  in  town.  The  upright  parts 
of  the  Ernest  Howlett  and  Frederick  Maher,  Jr.  houses  on  Main  Street 
and  the  former  Neil  Kibbe  house  on  South  Road  have  no  ridge  poles. 

2.  Eaves.  Another  way  to  learn  the  age  of  a  house  is  to  look 
at  the  eaves,  which  are  the  projecting  lower  edges  of  a  roof,  overhanging 
the  walls  of  a  building.  In  the  oldest  houses  the  eaves  just  about  come  to 
the  edge  of  the  building,  while  in  the  later  ones  they  extend  down 
much  farther. 

3.  Chimneys.  Most  of  the  large  old  houses  had  large  chimneys 
to  take  care  of  the  flues  from  the  many  fireplaces. 

4.  Bake  Ovens.  (Sometimes  erroneously  called  Dutch  ovens.) 
If  you  have  a  bake  oven  built  into  the  back  of  the  fireplace  your  house 
is  very  old.  It  was  not  until  1775  that  they  began  to  appear  at  the  side. 
The  old  kitchen  fireplace  in  the  home  of  the  writer  has  one  in  both  spots 
—  a  rarity. 

5.  Foundations.  The  older  a  house  is  the  nearer  it  sets  to  the 

ground. 

6.  Front  Hall.  Behind  the  rear  wall  of  the  front  hall  in  the 
oldest  houses  is  the  chimney  and  the  length  of  this  wall  denotes  the 
width  of  the  chimney,  since  the  fireplaces  in  the  rooms  to  the  right  and 
left  of  the  hall  are  built  into  it.  In  later  houses  the  chimneys  were  placed 
in  a  different  position  and  a  long  hall  went  through  to  a  living  room  in 
the  rear. 

7.  Hinges  and  Latches.  H  and  HL  hinges  predominate  on 
the  inside  doors  of  the  very  old  houses,  while  a  long  strap  may  often  be 
found  supporting  the  outside  doors,  particularly  the  kitchen  doors.  The 
early  homes  had  latches,  and  knobs  did  not  appear  until  later. 


THIS  PAGE  IS  FOR  YOUR  HOUSE! 


If  your  house  is  too  new  to  be  included  in  this  book  write  on  this  page 
now  what  you  know  about  it  and  paste  in  a  photograph  if  you  desire. 

If  your  home  is  included  you  probably  know  interesting  details 
relative  thereto  that  space  would  not  permit  us  to  use. 

This  data  will  not  only  be  valuable  to  your  family  but  also  to 
future  Hampden  Historians  and  perhaps  future  owners  of  your  home. 

Write  in  the  information  now! 


PATRONS  AND  PATRONESSES 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  J.  Adams 
Kingsville,  Texas 

Mark  Stockton  Adams 
Kingsville,  Texas 

Mrs.  Henry  F.  Atherton,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Atherton,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mabel  Smith  Boyd 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  C.  Kilbourne  Bump 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Bump 
Longmeadow,  Mass. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  D.  Canfield 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  E.  Carroll 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wells  E.  Carver 

Mr.  Herbert  M.  Chaffee 
Dryden,  New  York 

Mr.  Edward  N.  Christianson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hilliard  H.  Clarkson 

Miss  Linda  M.  French 

Staten  Island,  New  York 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Hermon  Gerrish 

Mrs.  Mina  Sessions  Gibson 
Lakewood,  Ohio 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  H.  Goodwill 
Mrs.  Harry  Goodwill 
Miss  Melba  Ruth  Goodwill 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Marcus  J.  Gottsche,  Sr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Marcus  J.  Gottsche,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Clyde  Henrich 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stuart  F.  Hill 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walker  Beebe  Holmes 
Longmeadow,  Mass. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Byrd  Hopkins 

Mrs.  William  N.  Howard 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Miss  F.  Annabel  Isham 


Mr.  John  N.  Isham 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Johnson 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Russell  E.  Johnson 
Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Mrs.  Frederic  M.  Jones 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  D.  Jones 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  M.  Kinney 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  M.  Knode,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Lapham 
Longmeadow,  Mass. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  W.  Lunden 
Miss  Hazel  I.  Mansfield 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  D.  McCray 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Melville 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  J.  Morgan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  K.  Mueller 

Mr.  Bert  B.  Nietupski 
Wilbraham,  Mass. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  F.  Peterson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Francis  C.  Reed 
West  Orange,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Charles  K.  Rockwell 
Paoli,  Penn. 

The  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Sanders 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Sazama,  Jr. 
Walter  Paul  Schwabe,  III 

Miss  Eva  Jane  Scott 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Sessions 
Lakewood,  Ohio 

Mr.  William  V.  Sessions 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elmer  K.  Smith 
Greenfield,  Mass. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Laurence  F.  Smith 
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Dr.  &  Mrs.  Stephen  L.  Speight 
East  Longmeadow,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Richard  Stacy 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Mr.  Harry  G.  Stoddard 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Albert  Payson  Terhune 
Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J. 


Mrs.  Jay  Firman  Ullery 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Mable  Speight  Woodard  Watters 
East  Longmeadow,  Mass. 

The  Wilcoxes 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leslie  F.  Woods 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Charles  I.  &  Maria  Lyons  Burleigh 

Grace  Pease  Carew 

Nelson  &  Addie  Lull  Carew 

"Oakie”  Curtin 

John  J.  &  Catherine  L.  Flynn 

Harry  C.  Goodwill 

Leroy  O.  Howlett 

William  S.  &  Rosa  Thresher  Hunt 

Frederic  M.  Jones 


Theresa  Melmer  Moriarty 

Fred  A.  &  Elizabeth  Perkins 

Lily  M.  Prickett 

James  B.  Rogers 

Oscar  B.  Rogers 

Elizabeth  Sessions 

Elizabeth  Holder  Stockton 

Edward  J.  &  Bessie  Thresher 

Charles  Edwin  &  Anne  Nichols  Wells 


COMMERCIAL  CONTRIBUTORS 


A  Friend 

A.  Smith  Shoe  Store 
Frederick  Maher,  Jr. 


The  Childhood  Shop 
Bill’s  Cleaners 


IN  APPRECIATION 


The  author  and  publication  committee  wish  to  express  gratitude  to  the 
many  members  of  Yola  and  their  friends  who  so  enthusiastically  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  publishing  of  this  book  and  especially  to  the  following: 

Advertising:  Mrs.  Claude  H.  Goodwill 
Mrs.  Corydon  Kibbe 
Mrs.  Stuart  F.  Hill 
Mrs.  Donald  Dickinson 
Mrs.  Roger  Harris 

Advertising  Co-ordinator:  Mrs.  Robert  K.  Mueller 

Typists:  Mrs.  R.  Gilbert  Schneelock 
Mrs.  George  Nickless 
Mrs.  Edwin  Lombard 


Patrons  List:  Mrs.  Leslie  F.  Woods 

Publication  Advisor:  Clifford  M.  Hall 

Historical  Advisor:  Henry  I.  Edson,  Wilbraham 

( Signed )  Carl  C.  Howlett 

Mrs.  Harold  D.  Jones 
Mrs.  R.  Lester  Bryans 
Mrs.  Byrd  Hopkins 
Mrs.  Frederick  Maher,  Jr. 
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OUR  ADVERTISERS  would  appreciate  your  patronage 
...  as  Y ol a  Guild  is  grateful  for  the  pages  of  advertis¬ 
ing  that  follow!  When  you  call  these  companies  for  a 
service  or  drop  in  their  shops  for  a  purchase,  please 
mention  that  you  saw  their  advertisement  in  the 
Hampden  book  of  early  homes  and  settlers. 


Green  Valley 
Pharmacy 

’ROUND  THE  CLOCK  PRESCRIPTION  SERVICE 


We  are  sincerely  concerned 
with  your  well-being  and  will  take  care  of 
your  drug  needs  at  any  hour! 


•  •  • 


MAIN  STREET,  HAMPDEN 

JO  6-3348  or  JO  6-3777 


SNACK  BAR  GIFTS  STATIONERY 
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Greetings  from  the  Storyteller 
and  the  Old  House  of  his  Stories 
where  the  Story-log  burns. 


Thornton  0$.  ^Burqess 


"Laughing  Brook”  in  Hampden,  Mass.  •  1958 


"Your  home  is  a  valuable  possession 

.  .  .  protect  it  well!” 


Preston  & 


Olmstead,  Inc. 


All  Forms  of  Insurance  and  Bonds 


44  Vernon  Street 


Springfield 


RE  2-5161 
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BUTTS  (iOTHISG  HO. 


The  Finest  in  Boys’  and  Men’s  Wear 


R.  LESTER  BRYANS 


Main  Street 


Palmer,  Mass. 


Melanson  Bros. 

CONTRACTORS  AND  BUILDERS 

Colonial  and  Modern  —  Remodeling  —  Cabinets 

274  MOUNTAIN  ROAD,  NORTH  WILBRAHAM 
LY  6-3868  or  LY  6-4204 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Sam’s  Barber  Shop 

HAMPDEN 
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CORYDON  KIBBE 


Plastering  and  Stuccoing 


South  Road,  Hampden,  Mass. 
JOhnson  6-3765 


Custom 

Compliments 

Tractor  Work 

of 

Richard  L.  Harris 

ROGER  B.  HARRIS 

Snow  Removal 

• 

Garden  Plowing 

MILK 

• 

TRANSPORTATION 

HAMPDEN 

• 

JO  6-3387 

HAMPDEN,  MASS. 
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EARLE  H.  HARRIS 

CARPENTER 

&  SONS 

CABINET  MAKER 

Trucking 

CONTRACTOR 

• 

Chester 

FILL 

GRAVEL 

Dickinson 

SAND 

STONE 

Restoration  and  Repair 

LOAM 

of  Old  Houses 

TRAPROCK 

• 

• 

HAMPDEN,  MASS. 

Hampden,  JO  6-8621 

JO  6-3387 

4:30—5  p.m. 

HARRIS  STEEL  &  WELDING  CO.,  INC. 

Steel  Erectors  —  Crane  Service 
Automatic  Welding  —  Rolls  and  Tracks 
Heliarc  and  Portable  Welding 

iARLE  HARRIS,  JR.  •  77  Windsor  Street  •  WEST  SPRINGFIELD 


Compliments  of 

Palmer  Motor  Coach  Service 

PALMER,  MASS. 
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What’s  the  Best  Bread  News  of  the  Century? 

SPRUANCE  BREAD  MIX 


The  short 
cut  to 


No  need  for  long  hours  in  the 
kitchen.  Preparation  of  Spruance 
Mix  takes  only  a  few  minutes  of 
your  time.  With  it  even  a  be¬ 
ginner  can  serve  rich,  delicious 
bread  which  the  best  home 
bakers  can’t  beat. 


Home  Bread 
Making  &  Baking 


It’s  all  in  the  Spruance  3-lb.  bag,  from  yeast  to  richly  nourishing 
unbleached  flour  mix.  You  add  only  water  to  make  four  1-lb. 
loaves  or  rolls  galore  of  firm-textured  bread  with  that  unmatched 
home-baked  goodness. 

Ask  your  grocer  for  Spruance.  Enjoy  a  truly 
luxury  bread  at  an  everyday  price . 


44 Buy  it  at  First  National  and 
other  leading  stores 99 
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Arctic  Fur  Shop 

RE  4-0167 

and 

Morris  Fur  Storage 

RE  6-7251 


584  STATE  STREET 
SPRINGFIELD 


Compliments 

°f 


AUTO 

FABRIC 

CLEANERS 


To  add  the  timeless  touch! 

ANTIQUE  ORIENTAL  RUGS 

FROM 

Markarian  &  Markarian 

QUALITY  SINCE  1895 


Cleaning  and  Repairing  •  Carpeting  •  Broadloom 

Hooked  and  Braided  Rugs 


201  Dwight  Street,  corner  Harrison  Avenue,  Springfield 
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Ray  Temple 


JO  6-3283 


SEPTIC  TANKS  DITCHING 

LOAM  FILL 

WATER  PUMPS 


LEECH  LINES 
GRAVEL 
CHAIN  SAW 


Hampden  Nursery  Co. 

HAMPDEN,  MASS. 


Flowering  Shrubs,  Shade  and  Ornamental  Trees 


Kealy  and  Sullivan 

GULF  SERVICE 

Somers  Road  at  Meadowbrook  Lane 

HAMPDEN 


CUSTOM  TAILORS  FOR  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN 


Our  Tradition  is  Title  Tailoring 
Repairing  Remodeling 


8A  FLORENCE  STREET,  SPRINGFIELD 

RE  2-5613 


COLWELL  &  PRENTICE,  INC. 

General  Insurance 

150  MAIN  STREET,  INDIAN  ORCHARD.  MASS. 


BASKIN’S  AUTO  EXCHANGE,  inc. 

WILLIMANSETT,  MASS. 

Heavy  Duty  Trucks  •  Parts 
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PAINTS  •  HARDWARE  •  ELECTRICAL  FIXTURES 


SPORTING  GOODS 


GIFT* 


HARRY  THORIN  CO. 

"The  Store  with  the  Clock ” 


176  MAIN  STREET  •  Colonial  7-3022  •  MONSON,  MASS 


BEAUTY  SHOP 

Main  Street  at  West  Brook 

HAMPDEN 


Community  Feed  Stores 

Coal  •  Fuel  Oil  •  Fertilizers  •  Seeds  •  Hardwar 

Open  Saturdays  —  Daily  Deliveries 

64  Maple  Street  •  East  Longmeadow 

RE  3-2716  LA  5  3328 


Hafey  Funeral  Service 

A  SERVICE  OF  DISTINCTION 

• 

Francis  I.  Hafey,  Funeral  Director 
John  F.  Marsh  William  A.  Hafey 

494  Belmont  Avenue  •  Springfield  •  RE  4-4508 
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Johnson 

Brothers 

GENERAL  BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

Repairs  and  alterations 

• 

162  PARKER  STREET 
EAST  LONGMEADOW,  MASS. 

LA  5-7203 

• 

( Formerly  W.  R.  Johnson  &  Sons) 


ASPHALT 

PAVING 

GRAVEL 
TRAP  ROCK 
FILL 

TUPPER  &  GAUDREAU  CO 

2700  Boston  Road 
North  Wilbraham 

LY  6-3022 
LI  3-2019 


ED  LINDSAY 


DRAGLINE  AND  CLAM  BACKHOE  AND  SHOVEL 

WATER  AND  SEWER  LINES  PONDS  DUG 

SEPTIC  TANK  AND  CELLAR  EXCAVATIONS 


BRADLIND  AVENUE,  WILBRAHAM  LY  6-4451 
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Redwing 

Farm 

FAMOUS  FOR  GOOD  FOOD 

Hampden 

House 

ALLEN  STREET,  HAMPDEN 

• 

• 

Sunday  DINNER  Specials 

Pasteurized 

Weddings  and  Banquets 

Goat  Milk 

Goat  Milk 

• 

Products 

JO  6-3743 

Tflul/mmafot- 

Call,  write  or  come  foi 

'  information  about  the 

HOME  PROTECTOR  PLAN  to  protect  YOUR  home ! 


LllDLOW  SAVINGS  BANK 

Wilbraham  Branch,  MAIN  STREET,  WILBRAHAM 
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Byron’s 

Funeral  Home ,  Inc 


Serving  Springfield  and  vicinity 
for  over  50  years 


684  State  Street 


Springfield,  Mass. 


REpublic  6-5413 


Beauty  is  a 
woman’s  duty! 

SO  CALL 


Gifts,  Greetings  and 
Household  Needs 


GAIL'S 


iBeaulu  Salon 


East  Longmeadow  Road 
Hampden 

JO  6-3911 


MINNIE  A.  BURT 


authorized  Tommy  Terry 
distributor 


Closed  Tuesdays 


MAIN  STREET,  HAMPDEN 
JO  6-3217 


Compliments 

of 

Walnut 

Grove 

NURSING  HOME 


JO  6-8671 


Self-Service 
Automatic  Laundry 


785  State  and  572  Main 
SPRINGFIELD 
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HOWARD  L.  HATCH 


Building  Restoring  Painting 


WALES  ROAD,  MONSON,  MASS. 


Letterpress  and  Offset  Printing 


OFFICE  SUPPLIES 

Smith-Corona  Typewriters  and  Adding  Machines 
Duplicating  Supplies 

35  MAPLE  STREET  EAST  LONGMEADOW  LA  5-2790 


Service  Quality  Cocktail  Lounge 

Country  Corner  Restaurant 

CHESTNUT  STREET,  EAST  LONGMEADOW 

Charcoal-Broiled  Steaks  .  .  .  Chops  .  .  .  Chicken  .  .  .  Lobster 


Frank’s  Market  Garden 

(SINCE  1919) 

Pottery  •  Everything  for  the  Garden 


1398  ALLEN  STREET,  SPRINGFIELD 
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We  Give  S  &  H 
Green  Stamps 


For  a  Unique  Pleasure 
in  Fine  Eating! 


‘Tlumtree 

Food 

Shop 


The 

MOUNTAIN 

LAUREL 


A  Complete  Line  of 

S.  S.  PIERCE 


THOMPSONVILLE,  CONN. 


An  “Old  House ”  restored , 
this  “New  House ”  salutes  the 
Old  Houses  of  Hampden  .  .  . 


SKIPTON  &  SONS 


THE 

STROHMAN 
MUSIC  SHOP 


INC. 


"Everything  for  musicians 
and  music  lovers" 


Fine  Ice  Cream 

Fancy  servings  designed  and 
created  just  for  you 


INSTRUMENTS  -  RENTALS 
INSTRUCTION  -  SHEET  MUSIC 
SUPPLIES  -  REPAIRS 


755  WORTHINGTON  ST. 
SPRINGFIELD 


372  Worthington  Street,  Springfield 
RE  6-1335 


RE  3-7192 


ST  8-0010 


•  1733  HOUSE  • 

WALES,  MASS. 

Wide  Selection  of  Distinctive  and  Unusual  ANTIQUES 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Dunkin  •  Phone  CHurchill  5-7778 

Restoration  Repairs 


INDUSTRIAL  PLUMBING  AND  HEATING 

Walter  L.  Woods 

Inc. 

75  WILBRAHAM  ROAD,  SPRINGFIELD.  MASS. 

RE  2-0673  L\  6-3905  (residence) 
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VINING  &  BORRNER,  INC. 

Est.  1908  —  Painting  Contractors  —  Interior  Decorating 


HOMES 

UNPAINTED  FURNITURE 

SAFWAY  STEEL 

CHURCHES 

SCAFFOLDING 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

SALES 

STORES 

GREETING  CARDS 

and 

INDUSTRIAL 

RENTALS 

730  SUMNER  AVENUE,  SPRINGFIELD  REpublic  2-6812 


FRANK  M.  PAGE,  me. 


43  Maple  Street  East  Longmeadow,  Mass. 

LA  5-3929 


Couturier  Children's  Wear  467  Breckwood  Blvd.,  Springfield 
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J.  J.  RACZKA 


Contractor  and  Builder  of 
Ranch  and  Conventional  HOMES 


356  PARK  STREET  PALMER,  MASS. 

Telephone  1363 


Springfield 

Courtesy 

Vindow  Cleaning 

of 

Co.,  Inc. 

A 

STANLY  HANDLING 

W 

Windows  and  Point 

EQUIPMENT  COMPANY 

Washed 

Floors  Cleaned 

• 

and  Waxed 

36  Ramah  Circle 

• 

AGAWAM,  MASS. 

CALL  RE  2-2842 

• 
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Everything  in  LUMBER 

Mason  Supplies 

HARDWARE  PAINT  GARAGES  OVERHEAD  DOORS 

LI  3-3385 

A.  BOILARD  SONS, 

1476  Oak  Street  INDIAN  ORCHARD 

MONSON  SAVINGS  BANK 

Savings  Accounts  Real  Estate  Loans 

Passbook  Loans  Collateral  Loans 

Safe  Deposit  Boxes 


COIonial  7-3131 


R.  E.  PHELON  CO 


£Cec hica£  £quij)wtewl 


Inc. 


Maple  Street  EAST  LONGMEADOW  LA  5-3367 
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Leo  M.  Speight 

HOME  BUILDER 


47  Pleasant  Street  East  Longmeadow,  Mass. 

LA  5-3537 


J.  H.  Miller  Picture  Framing  Co. 

Established  1890 


Antique  frames  and  oil  paintings  restored 
Gold  leaf  and  modern  finishes 

213  DWIGHT  STREET  SPRINGFIELD 


Compliments  of 


J.  EDWARD  STIMSON,  President 

The  Bridge  Insurance  Agency,  Inc. 

Hazardville,  Conn. 
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Compliments  of 

Springfield  Institution  for  Savings 

INCORPORATED  1827 

The  Oldest  and  Largest  Mutual  Savings  Bank  in 
Western  Massachusetts 


Oilpaper  £  paint  co.  /.eg 


1207  SUMNER  AVENUE,  SPRINGFIELD 
RE  4-9222 


We  have  a  complete  selection  of  Colonial  Reproduction  WALLPAPERS 


Timber- Craft  Co. 

Custom  Kitchen  Cabinets 


131  SOMERS  ROAD  EAST  LONGMEADOW,  MASS. 


The  BARN 

FINE  FURNITURE  and  TELEVISION 


East  Longmeadow,  Mass. 


LA  5-3571 


BUYING  OR  SELLING 


Ezio  DeSantis 

CALL 

• 

Sculptor  of  the 

Soldiers 9  Monument 
in  Hampden 

• 

Country 

Bazaar 

REAL  ESTATE 

Granite,  Marble  and  Bronze 

MEMORIALS 

• 

HOWARD  EDGERTON 

Realtor 

LEILA  W.  MURRAY 
Representative 

Margaret  Street,  Monson 

Wilbraham  Road,  Hampden 

JO  6-8557 

GRAHAM -WALLENGREN 

landscape 

FUNERAL  HOME,  INC. 

Contractor 

RE  3-5174 

• 

THOMAS  P.  RYLAND 

CO.,  INC. 

Henry  M.  Wallengren,  Pres. 

© 

619  State  Street 

Springfield 

• 

RE  4-7943 

67  JAMES  STREET 

SPRINGFIELD 

• 
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HAMPDEN 

FOOD 

MARKET 


GROCERIES  PRODUCE 
MEATS  DAIRY  GOODS 
BAKERY 


Somers  Rd.  and  Main  St. 
HAMPDEN 


Compliments 

of 

Hampden 

Drug 

Company 


When  you  need 

INSURANCE 

contact 

BERNICE  A.  BAKER 

RE  2-2116 
JO  6-3276 


ATTLETON’S 

Radio  and 
Television 
Service 


WILBRAHAM  ROAD 
HAMPDEN 


Consumers'  Co-op 

MONSON,  MASS. 


MEATS  GROCERIES  FROZEN  FOOD 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS  PRODUCE  BAKERY  DEPARTMENT 


(Plenty  of  free  parking  at  our  new  store  location ) 


Peerless 

NEW  AND 

USED  CARS 

LAUNDERERS  and 

COLLETON 

DRY  CLEANERS 

• 

Ford  Sales 

a 

MONSON 

W 

MONSON,  MASS. 

Colonial  7-3042 

Your  New  Ford  Dealer 

161 


Homer  L.  Hatch 
C&>  Son 

General  Merchandise 

Main  Street  Hampden 
JOhnson  6-8521 


Robert  C.  Short 

BUILDING 

CONTRACTOR 

• 

NORTH  ROAD,  HAMPDEN 
JO  6-8534 

All  Types  Carpenter  Work 
Colonial  Homes  A  Specialty 


PLASTERING 
STUCCO  WORK 

Expertly  Done 
by 

BOB  WITKOP 


Carmody  Road,  Hampden 

JO  6-8868 


SHRUBS  PERENNIALS 
ANNUALS 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
CUT  FLOWERS 
POTTED  PLANTS 

• 

Forbes  Bros. 

STATE  LINE  FARM 

Somers  Road 
East  Longmeadow 


162 


When  you  think  of  RUGS ,  think  of  MOORE 


HAROLD  G.  MOORE 

CARPETS  -  RUGS 

555  Enfield  Street  THOMPSONVILLE,  CONN.  RI  5-4396 


Superior  Rug  Cleaning  Co.,  Inc. 

UPHOLSTERY  CLEANING 

247  Hancock  Street  SPRINGFIELD  ST  8-4518 


WEST 

.SPRINGFIELD 


I  RESTAURANT 

iWJ* - - — I - 


TELEPHONES  TV 


AIR-CONDITIONED) 


'Only 


a  mile  from  Springfield ” 


437  Riverdale,  Route  5 
West  Springfield 

RE  2-9537 


dill  ^furniture 


Maple,  Cherry  and  Pine  COLONIAL  FURNITURE 

Gifts  and  Accessories 


Charles  and  O^an  da 


ms 


585  Enfield  Street 
Thompsonville,  Conn.,  Route  5 
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R.  L.  CLARK 

Milk,  Cream,  Eggs 
and  Butter 


32  Hampden  Road 
East  Longmeadow 


LA  5-3629 


OLD  ST0RR0WT0N 

TAVERN 

“on  the  green ” 
in  Slorrowton  Village 

Old-fashioned  New  England 
food  and  liquid  refreshment 
in  charming  surroundings 

• 

“Exposition  Park ” 

West  Springfield,  Mass. 

Exit  4,  Mass.  Turnpike 

• 

RE  2-4188 


Marty’s 

BEVERAGE  CO.,  Inc. 

Home  Delivery  of  the 
Finest  Quality 

SODA  and  FRUIT  DRINKS 


RICE’S 

Fruit  Farm 


APPLES  PEACHES 

SWEET  CIDER 


77  Windsor  Street 
Ludlow 

JU  3-2270 


757  Main  Street 
Wilbraham 
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•  ■ 


bottys  eeauttshoF  ~ 

354  SOMERS  ROAB 

EAST  LO  NG  ME  AB  OVA  MAS  S 


'A- 


rrtrr  sandim 

LA  5-  34(7 


1 

; 

L 

Hilltop 

Antiques 

Bric-a-brac 

THE  HELBERGS 

Bennett  Road  Hampden 

JO  6-8847 

Member:  Pioneer  Valley 
Antiques  Association 


Custom  Photography 
by  Donald  Safford 

mercury 

studio 

•  At  home  sittings 

•  Weddings 

•  Commercial 

•  Oil  paintings 

JO  6-3951 

Allen  Street,  Hampden 
If  no  answer,  RE  7-3019 
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T.  P.  Sampson  Co.,  funeral  directors 

Established  for  80  years 

730  State  Street  500  Belmont  Avenue  710  Libert/  Street 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS 


SPORTSMEN'S  CENTRE 

"Home  of  Al  Stuart's  Goldfish" 

COMPLETE  LINE:  FISHING  -  HUNTING  EQUIPMENT 

Main  and  Parker  Streets  Indian  Orchard,  Mass. 

LI  3-1365 


BUILDING  MATERIALS  HARDWARE  MASON  SUPPLIES 

LAWN  AND  GARDEN  SUPPLIES  HOUSEWARES  HOME  APPLIANCES 

Modernize  your  home! 

Add  a  room  or  garage  and  breezeway! 

BRIDGES 

Hazardville,  Conn.  Rlverview  9-8321 

EASY  PAYMENT  PLAN 
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SPRINGFIELD  FIVE  CENTS  SAVINGS  BANK 


Complete  Banking  Facilities 
at  Two  Convenient  Locations: 


EAST  LONGMEADOW  CENTER 
SIXTEEN  ACRES  SHOPPING  AREA 


Hours:  9  to  3  Monday  —  Thursday;  1 1  to  8  Friday 


Ralph  N.  Bacon,  Photographers 

Compliments 

°f 

Studio  and 
Camera  Shop 

OLD  HOMESTEAD 

Cameras  •  Projectors 

INN 

Photo  Finishing  •  Frames 

Repairs  •  Supplies 

• 

46 1  Breckwood  Boulevard 

SOMERS,  CONN. 

Gateway  Shopping  Center 

ST  2-4325 
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GEORGE  AUDREN 


North  Monson  Road ,  Hampden 


LINOLEUM  •  RUBBER  TILE  • 

FORMICA 

SAND  •  LOAM  .  GRAVEL 

FILL 

Warren  E.  Rodimon 

TRUCKING  •  BULLDOZING  .  GRADING  .  ASPHALT  DRIVES 

Bennett  Road,  Hampden  •  JO  6-8565 


24-Hour  Service  .  .  . 

Industrial  Repair  Service 

Austin  K.  Harris,  Jr. 

RE  6-3631  •  HAMPDEN  •  JO  6-3356 


Compliments  of 


FOREST  PRODUCTS  LUMBER  CO.,  INC. 

95  SHAKER  ROAD  EAST  LONGMEADOW 
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Belmont  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 


WALLPAPER 


1E0.U.S.PAT  off 


PAINT 


587—589  Belmont  Avenue,  RE  2-8275 


THE  WORLD  BOOK  ENCYCLOPEDIA 
THE  FAMILY  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


D.  E.  Knight  40  Peekskill  Avenue  Springfield 


Valley  Electric 
and  Heating  Service,  ,NC 


SALES  -  CONTRACTING  -  SERVICE 


180  Shaker  Road,  East  Longmeadow 
LAurel  5-7153 
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GREEN 

ACRES 


Apples  Peaches  Plums 
Grapes  Cider 


reasures 


Gifts  Imports  Toys 

ABOVE 

TIFFANY'S 
LUNCH  BOX 

Home-cooked  Food 


MAIN  STREET,  WILBRAHAM 


470  Main  Street 
Wilbraham 


PIANOS  TUNED  REPAIRED 

REBUILT 


OSSIAN  A.  BULLER 

Formerly  with  Steinert 


211  West  Allen  Ridge  Road 
Springfield 

RE  6-6700 


He 


sey  s 


CITY  CLEANERS 


35  Maple  Street 
East  Longmeadow 

LA  5-7973 


Pick-up  and  Delivery 
Repairs  —  Alterations 
Shirts  Laundered 
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BERSELLI 

SALES, 

INC. 

Authorized  Dealer 

OLDSMOBILE  -  CHEVROLET 

We  service  oil  mokes ! 

380  Main  Street 
WILBRAHAM,  MASS. 

LY  6-3655 


Plumbing  Supplies 
Hardware 
Sporting  Goods 

LARRO’S 

• 

Boston  Road 
NORTH  WILBRAHAM 


MEATS  •  GROCERIES 

The 

V illage 
Store 

PRODUCE  •  PAINT 

WILBRAHAM 
LY  6-3900 


Skorupski 

Bros. 

MOBILHEAT 

MOBILKEROSENE 

• 

24  hour 

oil  burner  service 

NORTH  WILBRAHAM 
LY  6-4066 
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LUCIEN  L.  BOURBEAU 


4 


nsurance 


EAST  LONGMEADOW  ROAD  JO  6-3280  HAMPDEN,  MASS. 


Hampden  depends  on  the 


HAMPDEN  GARAGE 

WILLIAM  BUEREAU,  Prop. 


Range  oil  Oil  burner  sales  and  service 

General  automotive  repairs 


Over  20  Years  of  Dependable  Protection 

LLOYP-M.  HOOVER 

1/ZeJtc 


ubraham,  WaM. 


COMPLETE  INSURANCE  AND  BONDING  PROTECTION 


SUBURBAN  HOMES  •  FARMS  •  ESTATES  •  BUILDING  SITES 
HOMES  FINANCED  •  ALLIED  INSURANCE  LINES 
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Universal  Upholstering  Co. 


Makers  of  Fine  Upholstered  Furniture 


6  N.  MAIN  STREET,  EAST  LONGMEADOW 


OUR  COMFORT  IS  OUR  BUSINESS 

Suiett  "Slot. 

Heating  and  Appliance  Co. 


BENJAMIN  POWELL  SONS,  Inc. 


Eave  Troughs  Ladders  Roofing 


109  ALLEN  STREET,  SPRINGFIELD  RE  3-6513 


Midtown  Recreation  Bowling  Alleys 


2  Orange  Street,  Springfield 


RE  4-9729 


ALL  TYPES  MASONRY 


1059  Sumner  Avenue  Springfield 

RE  9-6114 


UNION  CENTRAL 
LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

<3>  /j. 

Est.  1867 

^FUNERAL  M  SERVICE^ 

2) ickinson- Streeter  Co. 

305  STATE  STREET 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS 

* 

• 

Charles  Merriam,  Manager 

Robert  Morris,  C.L.U., 
Representative 

George  W.  Streeter  Richard  C.  Streeter 

G.  Wallace  StTeeteT,  Jr. 

• 

Life ,  Group  and 
Pension  Plans 

Springfield  RE  4-3166 
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Teehan’s 

Dairy 

INC. 


Qeorge’s 

CLEANING 

SERVICE 

INC. 

" Let  George  Do  It” 


Serving  Springfield 
and 

surrounding  towns 
since  1913 


Springfield,  RE  4-1278 
Palmer  Office 

319  Main  Street,  Palmer  700 


Compliments 

YALE  H.  BROWN 

Registered  Druggist 

e 

MONSON,  MASS. 


Compliments 

of 

LOMBARD 

Funeral  Home 

MONSON,  MASS. 
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For  your  hardware  and  painting  needs  call  at 


NOONEY  HARDWARE 

Home  of  Sapolin  Paints 


38  Center  Square,  East  Longmeadow  LA  5-2616 


LOPARDO'S 

Boys'  and  Men's  Store 


16  SHAKER  ROAD  EAST  LONGMEADOW 

See  our  Record  Department 


WILLIAMSON’S  Service  Station 

Tires  Accessories  ALA  Service 

Batteries  Road  Service 


EAST  LONGMEADOW  LA  5-8360 


Compliments  of 


POPULAR  SUPER  MARKETS 


Serving  your  food  needs  at 

EAST  LONGMEADOW  SIXTEEN  ACRES 
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Curtains 

Blankets 


B® 


and  CUSTOM  W  *****  CLEANERS 

"ONE  CALL  DOES  IT  ALL" 

For  free  pick-up  and  delivery 
service  in  Hampden 


RE  6-3616 


333  Belmont  Avenue 


Hand  Ironing 
a  Specialty 

Moth  Proofing 

Weather  Proofing 

Fur  Cleaning 
and  Storage 


165  SHAKER  ROAD  EAST  LONGMEADOW,  MASS. 

“ AFTER  FIVE”  Colognes ,  Perfumes,  etc. 


CENTER  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

“A  Little  Bit  oi  Everything  lor  Everybody” 


16  MAPLE  STREET  EAST  LONGMEADOW  (CENTER) 


ann  dunbar 

•  shop  for  children  • 


east  longmeadow,  mass. 


la  urel  5-2430 
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For  those  who  prefer 

Quality  Craftsmanship  and  Distinctive  Fabrics 


PARKER  UPHOLSTERING  CO. 


10  PARKER  STREET  INDIAN  ORCHARD 


Free  estimates  in  your  home  •  Linden  3-1304 


Chalero  Music  Co. 


INSTRUMENTS,  INSTRUCTION,  SHEET  MUSIC 


Springfield,  Mass.  RE  4-3240 


THYBERG  REALTY 

Your  Community  Realtor 

1236  Parker  Street  at  Wilbraham  Road 
SPRINGFIELD  STate  2-2027 


HARDWARE  .  PAINTS  •  HOME  AND  GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
LOVELY  GIFTS  FROM  HOME  AND  ABROAD 

Carpenter  &  Webber,  me 

423  White  Street  at  Sumner  Avenue,  Springfield 

RE  3-8173 
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Guaranteed  Repairs 

Worthington 
Auto  Park 

Resetting 

Diamonds  Watches 

Camica 

• 

215  WORTHINGTON  STREET 

JEWELERS 

opposite 

• 

Poll's  Theatre 

16  ACRES 

• 

SHOPPING  CENTER 

ST  2-9245 

GEORGE  SHENAS 

Manager 

Beers  & 

FUNERAL 


HOME 


PALMER  and  BELCHERTOWN,  MASS. 
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TURNER  PARK  HOFBRAU 

LONGMEADOW 


Clambakes  •  Steakroasts 
E.  &  W.  KRIENER,  LO  7-7582 


Compliments  of  Monson  Branch 

SPRINGFIELD  SAFE  DEPOSIT 
&  TRUST  CO. 


Member  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corp. 

MONSON,  MASS. 


ALBERT  J.  FACEY 

JEWELER  at  the  "X" 

JEWELRY  REPAIR  DIAMONDS  GIFTS  WATCHES 

539  SUMNER  AVE.  -  573  BELMONT  AVE.  -  SPRINGFIEL1 

RE  2-6500 


BLAKE’S 

at  the  "X" 

Nationally  Advertised  Clothing  for  the  Entire  Family 
FREE  PARKING  in  rear  of  store 

473-483  Sumner  Avenue,  Springfield 
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REAL  ESTATE  •  INSURANCE  •  BUILDING  SITES 

Specializing  in  Hampden-Wilbraham  Homes! 


Come  out  and  brouse  around  our 

HOME  PLANNING  CENTER 

2341  Boston  Road  North  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts 


Compliments  of  a  Friend 
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Congratulations 


YOLA  GUILD 


from 


A  FRIEND 
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